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Court Interpreter Credentialing 

Program 

     The program’s purpose is to provide the 

Tennessee Judicial System with skilled 

interpreters that accurately and effectively 

interpret for a witness or party who speaks or 

understands little or no English. Interpreters are 

also sometimes responsible for translating 

written documents, often of a legal nature, 

from English into the target language and from 

the target Language into English.  

 

As the population of Tennessee becomes more 

diverse, interpreters are greatly needed to 

provide services for the judicial system. The 

Administrative Office of the Courts is currently 

seeking interpreters for all languages, especially 

Korean, Vietnamese, Somali, Arabic, Russian, 

Mandarin Chinese, Russian, and Kurdish. 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

511 Union Street, Suite 600 

Nashville, TN 37219 

(615) 741-2687 or (800) 448- 7970 

www.tncourts.gov 
(more information on back) 
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REQUIREMENTS OF CREDENTIALED 
COURT INTERPRETERS 

 
To Become a Registered Interpreter:  
1.  Attend an approved two-day (14 hour) ethics     
& skill building workshop.  
2.  Pass an approved written examination.  
3.  Pass an oral proficiency interview.  
4.  Pass a criminal background check.  
5.  Show official documentation to work or 
remain in the U.S.  
6.  Sign interpreter oath.  
 
To Become a Certified Interpreter  
Complete the above steps  
PLUS: 
Pass a three part oral exam 

 

TYPES OF INTERPRETERS AND 
COMPENSATION 

(Applicable to Spanish interpreters) 
 

1. Certified- Maximum $50.00 per hour, 
with a two-hour minimum guarantee. 

2. Registered- Maximum $40.00 per hour, 
with a two-hour minimum guarantee.  

3. Non-Credentialed- Maximum $25.00 
per hour, with a two-hour minimum 
guarantee. (Non-Credentialed 
interpreters have not completed 
program requirements and will not be 
listed on the AOC website.) 
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