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JAMES CURWOOD WITT, JR., J., concurring.

I fully concur in the majority opinion in this case.  I only write separately to

express a view that counsel’s absence from court – even during jury deliberations and verdict

announcement – for reasons no more substantial than coaching a basketball game presents

a closer question than our opinion may suggest.  It may be that a certain casualness has

permeated the practice of law, and courts and lawyers should be vigilant in maintaining

standards of regularity and professionalism.  

                                                                  

JAMES CURWOOD WITT, JR., JUDGE


