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MOTION TO SET EXECUTION DATE

As Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 1274(A) requires the State to do when a
death-row prisoner has completed the standard three-tier appeals
process, the State of Tennessee moves this Court to set an execution
date for Harold Wayne Nichols. In support of this motion, the State
relies on the following:

1.  Nichols pleaded guilty in the Hamilton County Criminal
Court to the 1988 first-degree felony murder of Karen Pulley. Following
a sentencing hearing and jury verdict, the court sentenced him to death.
This Court affirmed the judgment, and the United States Supreme
Court denied a petition for writ of certiorari. State v. Nichols, 877

S.W.2d 722 (Tenn. 1994), cert. denied, 513 U.S. 1114 (1995).



2.  Nichols filed a petition for post-conviction relief in the trial
court in April 1995. Following a hearing, the trial court denied relief.
This Court affirmed that denial. Nichols v. State, 90 S.W.3d 576 (Tenn.
2002).

3.  Nichols filed a petition for writ of habeas corpus in the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee in
May 2003. On July 25, 2006, the district court granted the Warden’s
motion to dismiss the habeas petition. The United States Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit affirmed the district court’s judgment
denying habeas relief. Nichols v. Heidle, 725 F.3d 516 (6th Cir. 2013)
(reh’g denied, Sept. 5, 2013). The United States Supreme Court denied
a petition for writ of certiorari on December 1, 2014. Nichols v. Heidle,
135 S.Ct. 704 (2014). Nichols did not file a petition for rehearing from

the demal of certiorari.
e 4“ NlChOlS has completed the standard three t1er appeals
process, making the setting of an execution date appropriate. See Rule
12.4(A). There are no current judicial or executive orders staying

defendant’s execution or granting a reprieve.



This Court should set an execution date in accordance with

the January 7, 1991, judgment of the Criminal Court ‘of Hamilton

County, Tennessee.
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