




















GWENTHIAN J. HEWITT 
5050	Poplar	Ave.,	Ste.	2400	|	Memphis,	Tennessee	38157	|	901-864-9977	|	gwen@hewitt-law.com	

      
 
Accomplished	 attorney	with	 21	 years	 of	 private	 and	 public	 sector	 legal	 experience.	 	 Filed	 plaintiff’s	 suits,	 including	
collection,	 lien	 enforcement,	 tax	 sale,	 and	 bankruptcy	 actions;	 defended	 governmental	 policies	 and	 operations,	
including	 taxation	 policies	 and	 procedures;	 as	 government	 counsel	 advocated	 and	 created	 policies,	 enforced	 tax	
collections,	 managed	 the	 collections	 departments	 for	 local	 county	 and	 city	 governments;	 and,	 for	 three	 years,	
managed	the	real	estate	department	for	a	city	government--acquired	easements,	right	of	ways	and	conveyed	surplus	
property.	Prior	to	law	school,	8+	years	of	non-legal	professional	technical	experience,	at	Fortune	500	FedEx,	excelling	
from	customer	service	to	implementing	major	corporate	projects:	this	experience	was	punctuated	by	developmental	
opportunities,	 accomplishments,	 awards	&	 promotions.	 	 Also	 5	 years	 of	 graduate	 studies	 in	 law	 and	 governmental	
policymaking.		
	

KEY SKILLS & QUALITIES 
 
Skills:	 Licensed	 Lawyer;	 Delinquent	 Tax	 Collections;	 Property	 Law;	 Bankruptcy	 Law;	 Project	 Management;	 HR	
Management;	 Environmental	 &	 Brown-fields;	 Databases	 &	 IT.	 Qualities:	 	 Loyalty	 &	 Dedication	 to	 Excellence.		
Committed	 to	 Ecological	 Sustainability	 &	 Promoting	 Diversity.	 	 Approved	 Closing	 Attorney	 Chicago	 Title	 Insurance	
Company.	
	

PROFESSIONAL LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 
GWEN HEWITT LAW (Memphis	and	Nashville	Practices)	 	 	 		 	 		June	2008	–	Present	
Solo	Practitioner		
• Debtor	Bankruptcy,	Ch.	7	&	13,	loan	modifications	and	restructuring	
• Ad	Valorem	Tax	Assessment	Appeals	
• Litigation	
• Knowledge	of	Dodd-Frank	Regulations	&	Applications	

 
UPRIGHT LAW, LLC (Memphis	and	Nashville	Practices)	
Middle	&	Western	Tennessee	District,	Partner	 	 	 	 	 	 											2014	–	Present	
 
LINEBARGER, GOGGAN, BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP (Memphis,	TN)	 	 	 																2004	–	2008	
Delinquent	Tax	Attorney,	Partner	
• Managed	and	coordinated	start	up	operations	for	LGBS	Memphis	Delinquent	Tax	Office,	annual	collections:	$19m	
to	 $22m,	 including	 realty	 lawsuits	 managing	 over	 15,000	 defendants	 annually,	 and	 public	 auction/tax	 sale	 of	
properties.		

• Lead	 attorney	 defending	 lawsuits	 against	 tax	 rolls,	 including	 prevailed	 on	 class	 action	 suit	 contesting	 forced	
assessments	 on	 Business	 Personal	 Property;	 defeated	 challenges	 to	 fees	 arising	 under	 the	 City’s	 Anti-Neglect	
Ordinance.	 Represent	 Division	 of	 Fire	 Services	 in	 Shelby	 County	 Environmental	 Court,	 crafting	 solutions	 for	
problem	properties	including	EPA	sites	and	other	dump/waste	sites.			

• Worked	on	Receivership	 legislation	and	Tax	Sale	 legislation	 to	create	or	amend	statutes	 to	 facilitate	 recycling	of	
blighted	properties	and	buildings.			

	
CITY OF MEMPHIS (Memphis,	TN)		
Assistant	City	Attorney,	Delinquent	Tax	Attorney		 	 	 	 	 	 	 1998	–	2004	
Administrator	of	Real	Estate		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2001	–	2004	
• Delinquent	tax	collections	ranging	from	$15	to	19m	annually,	including	realty	lawsuits,	tax	sales	and	any	other	City	
liens	 and	 collections,	 with	minimal	 staff	 support.	 	 Improved	 on	 tax	 collection	 process	 utilizing	 expertise	 and	 IT	
knowledge	and	won	national	award	for	efforts.		Bankruptcy	&	Collections.	

• Targeted	tax	sale	of	pivotal	downtown	properties	(Court	Square,	Rhodes	Jennings)	to	aid	in	rebuilding	downtown	
district.		

• Created	subrogation	recovery	process	and	recovered	over	$400,000	annually.		
• Managed	Real	Estate	Department,	acquisition	of	easements,	right	of	ways	and	fee	simples	&	conveyance	of	surplus	
property,	in	addition	to	maintaining	delinquent	tax	collection	duties.		



• Lead	attorney	for	defending	 lawsuits	against	tax	rolls,	 including	prevailing	on	summary	 judgment	brief	on	a	class	
action	suit	against	the	Central	Business	Improvement	District	special	assessment.		

• Collected	$250,000	unsecured	sewer	liens	in	an	adverse	bankruptcy	case.			
• Brown-fields	 experienced,	 including	 negotiated	 acquisition	 option	 for	 client	 to	 acquire	 80	 acre	 brown-field	
Firestone	 Site.	 Utilized	 project	 management	 skills	 to	 garner	 state	 clean	 up	 site	 at	 Pear	 &	 Plum	 geographically	
needed	for	fire	station,	&	acquired	12	acre	site	for	free.	Tax	sale	&	develop	Rhodes	Jennings	Court	Square	project.	
Flipped	for	development	to	CCC.	On	redevelopment	selection	committee	for	Court	Square	and	for	Peabody	library.	

 
SHELBY COUNTY TRUSTEE 
Legal	Manager	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1995	–	1998	
• Responsible	 for	 $25	 -	 $35m	 annual	 delinquent	 tax	 collections,	 including	 annual	 realty	 lawsuit	with	 over	 20,000	
defendants,	3,000	properties	assigned	to	tax	sale,	&	over	700	bankruptcy	claims	annually.			

• Managed	six	employees	in	tax	sale	department	&	three	contract	attorneys.	
• Revamped	legal	department	and	increased	tax	sale	productivity	600%;	Shelby	County	continues	to	utilize	improved	
tax	collection	process.		Eventually	promoted	to	City-level.	

         
MCDONNELL BOYD dba WYATT, TARRANT & COMBS — Summer	Associate	(1994) 
SHELBY COUNTY PROBATE COURT —	Clerk	(1994) 
 

PROFESSIONAL NON-LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 
FedEx (Washington,	DC,	1984	–	1988;	Memphis,	TN,	1988	–	1992)	
Positions:	 	 Customer	 Service	 Agent;	 Dispatch	 Trace;	 Dispatch	 Ops;	 Expediting	 Ops;	 Capital	 District	 Coordinator;	
National	Accounts	Sales	Coordinator;	Systems	Analyst;	Sr.	Systems	Analyst,	Project	Management.			
• Star	Award	for	stellar	performance	evaluation	
• Suggestion	Award	for	CQMC	Job	Aid		
• Created	Government	Bill	of	Lading	Job	Aid	
• Revamped	Capital	District	Expediting	Operation		
• Systems	and	equipment	beta	testing	
• Project	management	training,	including	use	of	tools	and	software	support.	
• Implemented	ASTRA	project	for	Ground	Ops.			
• Promoted	repeatedly	from	1984	–	1992			

 

AWARDS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
• Top	40	Under	40,	Memphis	Business	Journal,	2000	
• PTI	Award	for	Internet	Tax	Sale	Project,	2002	
• Memphis	&	Shelby	County	Bar	Association,	1996	–	Present	
• Leadership	Memphis	Class	of	2009	
• Ultra-marathons:	winner	 of	Ouchita	 Trail	 50K:	Overall	 Female	 2001,	 2002,	Masters	 Female	 2004;	 Sylamore	 Trail	
50K:	Overall	Female	2002.		Completed	Laurel	Highlands	70	miler,	2001	&	2003			

 

EDUCATION 
 
George Washington University 

B.A.	|	Economics	&	Soviet	Studies		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1979	–	1983	
M.A.	Candidate	(30	credits)	|	International	Law;	National	Security	&	Policy	 	 	 1983	–	1988	

University of Memphis 
J.D.	Cecil	C.	Humphreys	School	of	Law		 	 	 	 	 	 	 1992	–	1995	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFERENCES:	Available	upon	request.	
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