
 
32nd Annual Joint Conference on Juvenile Justice 

Chattanooga Convention Center 
August 2-4, 2015 

TCJFCJ Agenda 

 

Sunday, August 2, 2015  

1:00 4:00 
 Exhibitors 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G  

2:00 3:00 
 TJCSA Executive Committee Meeting  

Convention Center-Meeting Room 1 

3:00 4:30 
 TCJFCJ Early Registration 

Convention Center North Rotunda, upstairs  

4:00 5:30 
 TJCSA Hospitality Suite  

Marriott Hotel Tennessee River Room  
(Marriott connected to the Convention Center) 

4:30 5:30 
 TCJFCJ Executive Committee Meeting  

Convention Center-Meeting Room 1  

6:00 8:00 
 TJCSA President’s Reception  

Convention Center Banquet Rooms H, I, J  

9:00 12:00 
 TJCSA Social Activity  

Convention Center Banquet Rooms H, I, J 

Monday, August 3, 2015 

7:30 4:30 
 TCJFCJ Registration 

Convention Center North Rotunda, upstairs   

7:30 9:00 
 Continental Breakfast (TCJFCJ only)  

Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5  

8:00 5:00 
 Exhibitors 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G  

8:30 8:45 

 Opening Remarks  
Chief Justice Sharon Lee  

Judge Robert Lincoln, TCJFCJ President  
Deborah Taylor Tate, Director AOC  
Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

8:45 10:15 

 Make Your CANS Count 
“Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths”   

Kathy Gracey, M.Ed., Vanderbilt Center of Excellence 
Angela Kranhold, Department of Children’s Services  

Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

10:15 10:30 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

10:30 11:45 

 Distracted Driving 
Doug & Pat Ralls 

Officer William Reape, Brentwood Police Department   
Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

11:45 12:00 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

12:00 1:30 
 Awards Luncheon (Joint with TJCSA)  

United States Senior District Judge Curtis Collier 
Convention Center Banquet Rooms H, I, J   



 
32nd Annual Joint Conference on Juvenile Justice 

Chattanooga Convention Center 
August 2-4, 2015 

TCJFCJ Agenda 

 

Monday, August 3, 2015, continued  

1:30 1:45 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

1:45 3:00 

 Case Law & Legislative Update  
Doug Dimond, Esq., General Counsel, Tennessee Department of Children’s Services  

Rachel Buckley, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General and Reporter,  
General Civil Division  

Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

3:00 3:15 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

3:15 4:30 

 TLAP Presents:  A Healthy Bar and Judiciary 
Judge John Everett Williams, Court of Criminal Appeals  

Bill Leary, Esq.  
Stephenson Todd, Esq.  

Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

4:30  
 

Adjournment  

6:00 12:00 
 TJCSA Hospitality Suite  

Marriott Hotel Tennessee River Room  
(Marriott connected to the Convention Center) 

9:00 12:00 
 TJCSA Social Activity 

Marriott Hotel Tennessee River Room 
(Marriott connected to the Convention Center) 

Tuesday, August 4, 2015 

7:30 4:30 
 Registration 

Convention Center North Rotunda, upstairs 

7:30 9:00 
 Continental Breakfast (Joint with TJCSA)  

Convention Center-Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

8:30 10:15 
 The Implementation, Impact, and Effects of the New Human Trafficking Laws in Tennessee 

Jimmy Musice, Staff Attorney & Legislative Liaison, Tennessee Bureau of Investigation  
 Jamesena Rutherford, Special Agent,  Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 

Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

10:15 10:30 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center-Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

10:30 12:00 
 DCS Processes and Procedures—What Judges Need to Know 

Agnes Trujillo, Esq. Regional General Counsel, Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5  

12:00 12:15 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center-Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

12:15 1:15 
 Judicial Luncheon & Business Meeting 

Convention Center-Banquet Rooms H, I  

1:15 1:30 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center-Banquet Rooms E, F, G 



 
32nd Annual Joint Conference on Juvenile Justice 

Chattanooga Convention Center 
August 2-4, 2015 

TCJFCJ Agenda 

 

 

 
Total CLE available:  11.25 hours  
 
 
2015 Upcoming Conferences: 
Fall TGSJC 
September 16-18, 2015 
Marriott, Cool Springs in Franklin 

 
 

2016 Upcoming Conferences: 
Mid-Winter TCJFCJ & TGSJC 
February 21-24, 2016 
DoubleTree, downtown Nashville 

 
 

Tuesday, August 4, 2015, continued  

1:30 3:00 

 “Keys to Improving Access to Mental Health Services in Your Community” 
Judge Steven Hornsby 
Dr. Jeff Feix, TDMHSAS 

Altha J. Stewart, M.D., Director, System of Care - Office of Shelby County Public Defender and 
Administrator - Just Care Family Network 

Keri Virgo, Systems of Care Project Manager, TDMHSAS 
Ellyn Wilbur, Executive Director, TAMHO 

Alysia Williams, Director of Policy & Advocacy, TAMHO 
Convention Center Rooms 4 & 5 

3:00 3:15 
 Break/Exhibitors/Networking 

Convention Center Banquet Rooms E, F, G 

3:15 4:30 

 
TCJFCJ/TJCSA Joint Breakout Sessions 

 

Joint Session 1 
Convention Center Room 4 

Joint Session 2 
Convention Center Room 5 

Joint Session 3 
Convention Center Rooms 7 &8 

“Engaging & Supporting 
Families in Juvenile Justice 

Treatment” 
Dr. Sheila Peters, 

Fisk University 

“Child Abuse & Domestic 
Violence:  What Are We 

Missing & How This 
Impacts Parenting Plans” 

Dr. Jennifer Hanket 
& 

Carrie Niederhauser, MSW 

“Early Brain Development & Why 
it Matters for Me ” 

Melissa McGee, 
TCCY 

 

 

4:30  Adjournment 

6:00 12:00 
TJCSA Hospitality Suite 

Marriott Hotel Tennessee River Room 
(Marriott connected to the Convention Center) 



Distracted Driving Kills 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 

 

 

It was Wednesday, just a normal, 
beautiful Fall day… 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 

 

…and my phone rang… 
 

   



Distracted Driving Kills 
• You know that texting isn’t safe.   

• It’s the “perfect storm” of distraction, and against the 
law. 

• Do you think it’s safe to use your cell phone while 
driving? 

• It isn’t.  It’s equivalent to driving with a .08 BAC. (Univ. of Utah) 

• FACT: More than 7 times as many crashes occur because 
people were talking on cell phones than texting.  (Natl. Safety 
Council) 



Distracted Driving Kills 

 

   It’s also illegal for drivers under the age of 
18  

to use their cell phone in any way while  

driving! 



Distracted Driving Kills 

 

   What Do the Experts and the Scientists Say? 
 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 

   It’s estimated that 1 in 4 crashes (1.3 million a year) 
involves a driver talking or texting on a cell phone.    

                                      -(National Safety Council) 
 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 

   Over the past 5 years, the U.S. has seen a 42% 
increase in distracted driving fatalities.                         
   

                      -(Network of Employers for Traffic Safety) 
 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 

   Using a cell phone while driving reduces the amount 
of brain activity focused on driving by 37%.   
  

                                   -(Carnegie Mellon University) 
 



Distracted Driving Kills 

So how is Tennessee doing? 
We are the 6th deadliest state for driving fatalities 

We are the most dangerous state for teen traffic deaths. 
 

 
 



Distracted Driving Kills 

 

   We are 163 times more likely to be involved in a 
crash if we talk, text or access the internet behind 
the wheel. 

                                                    -(NTSB) 
 



Distracted Driving Kills 
Education about the use of seatbelts began in 1966. 

 

 In 1981, only 14% of Americans wore them. 

 

 In 1996, 61% of Americans wore them. 

 

 In 2012, 84% of Americans wore them. 



Distracted Driving Kills 
• The point is, education about cell phone use while 

driving is just beginning. 

 

• 20 years from now, this behavior will be rare and 
socially unacceptable, and we’ll all wonder how we 
could have been so careless. 

 

• Will you be a leader or a follower? 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 It’s not just about facts and statistics. 

 

 It’s very personal when it’s a friend or a family 
member. 





















Distracted Driving Kills 
 Today, 14 states, DC and 3 US Territories ban the use of 

hand held devices. 

 34 others have partial bans. 

 46 states ban texting while driving. 

 2 others have partial bans. 

 

 Laws are important, but they aren’t everything... 

 

 It’s time for YOU to make a difference. 



Distracted Driving Kills 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), current 

 scientific research indicates that using a wireless phone while driving degrades a 

 driver's performance, whether with a hands-free or hand-held wireless phone. NHTSA 

 advises that the safest course of action is to refrain from using a wireless phone while 

 driving. 

Consider turning your phone off and allowing calls to go to voicemail while driving—for 

 your safety and that of those around you. 

       



Distracted Driving Kills 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), current 

 scientific research indicates that using a wireless phone while driving degrades a 

 driver's performance, whether with a hands-free or hand-held wireless phone. NHTSA 

 advises that the safest course of action is to refrain from using a wireless phone while 

 driving. 

Consider turning your phone off and allowing calls to go to voicemail while driving—for 

 your safety and that of those around you. 

      -Verizon Wireless Website 



Distracted Driving Kills 
 So what can you do? 

 

• Take the pledge yourself. 

 

 Talk to your friends and family.  Even in the car. 

 

 Stay informed. 

 www.Distraction.gov 

               Stop Phoning and Driving - In Memory of Brian 





































































Keri Virgo, Tennessee Department of  Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
Dr. Altha Stewart, Shelby County Government 

Judge Steve Hornsby (Ret.), Strategic Consulting for Organizations & Government 
Dr. Jeff  Feix, Tennessee Department of  Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services  



 
Close the crack with: 

1. Early Screening/Assessments  
2. Collaboration  
3. Judicial Leadership 
 



 
1. Getting More Services to kids and families begins 

with Early Identification: 
• Evidence-based Screening/Assessments 
• Early in the Court process 



1. Key People: 
• Court Staff 
• Service Providers 
• State and Local Agencies 
• Others – PD, DA, schools, nonprofits/faith-based 

organizations 

2. Regular Meetings 
3. Staying Solution-focused 

 



 

JUDICIAL LEADERSHIP 
is essential 

 
There is NO SUBSTITUTE for 

YOU 





Now Accepting Applications from New Courts 
• Federally-funded services are available for additional courts to participate 
• Participating courts will receive free: 

• CANS training 
• Secure online data collection 
• Ongoing technical support from the Vanderbilt COE 
• Data analysis and feedback 

Addressing the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Needs of  Youth in Juvenile Court 

Funded by a grant from the Bureau of Justice Administration to the Tennessee Department of Mental Health in collaboration with the Administrative Office of 
the Courts, Department of Children’s Services, Tennessee Voices for Children, and the Vanderbilt University Center of Excellence for Children in State 
Custody 

Project Implementation 
 

• Project Task Force conference call with 
court staff  on orientation and how to start 

• Toolkit for courts for Kick Off  Day 
• Large stakeholder meeting followed by JJ-

CANS training 
• Ongoing technical assistance 
• Will provide data to courts on their youth 

For More Information 
Please Contact 

 

Jeff  Feix, Ph.D. 
Director of  Forensic & Juvenile Court Services 

615-532-6747 
Jeff.feix@tn.gov 

 



1. Checklist of  Action Strategies 
2. Regional Groups 
3. Begin Constructive Dialogue on 

Implementing Early Screening   
4. Stay Solution-focused 
5. Plan to meet again SOON 
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