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Topics

01. TCA § 40-24-105

02. When to Garnish

03. Garnishment Forms

04. Challenges
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Tennessee Annotated 
Code § 40-24-105 (a)
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When Should You Garnish? 

After Execution

After 12 months? 
After 24 months?
Only as a last effort? 



Garnishment Forms
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Challenges

Employment

Ultimately the defendant 
self-reports this 
information, and we 
cannot demand an answer 
from them. 

We are currently seeing 
higher than average “self-
employed” and 
unemployed individuals. 

Defendant
Population

Population demographics can 
offer unique challenges when 
performing any collections 
process.  Garnishment as a 
means of collecting past due 
court costs can be especially 
difficult if your population 
consists of a high number of :

College Students

Retirees/Disability Recipients

Seasonal Workers

Tourism Based Workers

The Income 
Formula

If a defendant already has 
a civil judgement, alimony, 
or child support, there 
may not be enough 
disposable earnings left 
for your garnishment.

Unintended 
Consequences

Our garnishment form 
may be the employer’s 
first notification that an 
employee is a felon or that 
they have a criminal 
history. 
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Summary

Should you garnish? 

Do you have the office support to fill out,
submit, and track each form? 

Do you have a population that would allow for
garnishments to be effective? 

Do you have the information you need to 
locate the current employer without having to 
issue multiple forms?

Do your judges agree with the time frame of 
your garnishments? 

By the numbers:

January 2020 General Sessions-Criminal Division

28 Garnishments Submitted, $2,488.90 paid
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Outcome #

Unable to Garnish (Disposable Earnings) 16

Defendant no longer with employer 8

Paid in full upon receipt 2

Cost Agreement/Slow Pay 1

Garnished 1



Thank you

If you would like more information on some of 
the methods we use in Knox County to increase
collections on court costs, please feel free to 
email me at Stacey.Olfe@knoxcounty.org or 
call/ text 865-364-8663.
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