Which Fathers
To Terminate

Biological
Legal Fathers .
Fathers
Wedded
non-fathers
Unknown
 Fathers

Hierarchy of Fathers

Legal Father -
Party status, not
subject to (9)(9?)
ground

u Putative Father-
Party status,
subject to (g) (9)
grounds

u Biological Father-
Opportunity

Biological Putative Legal

© Dawn Coppock 2022



PUTATIVE FATHERS
T.C.A. § 36-1-117(c)

The parental rights of the putative father of a child who has not filed a petition to establish
paternity of the child or who has not established paternity of the child who is the subject
of an adoption proceeding and who meets any of the following criteria shall be terminated
by surrender, parental consent, termination of parental rights pursuant to § 36-1-113, or

by waiver of interest, before the court may enter an order of adoption concerning that
child:

(1) The biological father of a child has filed with the putative father registry, pursuant to §
36-2-318, as described in § 36-1-113(d)(3)(A), a statement of an intent to claim paternity
of the child at any time prior to or within thirty (30) days after the child's birth and has
notified the registry of all address changes;

(2) The biological father has claimed to the child's biological mother, or to the petitioners
or their attorney, or to the department, a licensed child-placing agency, or a licensed
clinical social worker who or that is involved in the care, placement, supervision, or study
of the child that the biological father believes that the biological father is the father of the
child; provided, that if the biological father has previously notified the department of the
biological father's claim to paternity of the child pursuant to the putative father registry, §
36-2-318(e)(3), the biological father shall be subject to all the requirements for waiver of
notice provisions of § 36-2-318(f)(2) and to all requirements for filing a paternity petition;

(3) The biological father is recorded on the child's birth certificate as the father of the
child;

(4) The biological father is openly living with the child at the time the adoption
proceeding is commenced and is holding himself out as the father of the child; provided,
that if custody of the child has been removed from the biological mother by court order,
notice shall be given to any man who was openly living with the child at time of the
initiation of the custody or guardianship proceeding that resulted in the removal of the
custody or guardianship of the child from the biological mother or biological father, if the
man held himself out to be the father of the child at the time of the removal; or

(5) The biological father has entered a permanency plan under title 37, chapter 2, part 4,
or under similar provisions of any other state or territory in which the biological father
acknowledges paternity of the child.



