
Administrative Law Judges Special Education Training Agenda 
TN State Library & Archives – East TN Meeting Room 

Friday, December 2, 2022 
  

7:45 a.m. 8:00 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. 10:00 
a.m.  

IDEA National Caselaw Update  
-Perry A. Zirkel, University Professor Emeritus of Education and Law, 
Lehigh University  

10:00 
a.m. 

10:15 
a.m.  Break 

10:15 
a.m. 

11:15 
a.m.  Judicial Conduct On and Off the Bench:  Ways the Wheels Fall Off 

-Marshall Davidson, Disciplinary Counsel, TN Board of Judicial Conduct 

11:15 
a.m. 

12:15 
p.m.  

Special Education Hearings: Overview on Fundamental Substantive 
Issues & Best Practices in Hearing Procedures  
-Kathleen Hirsman, Senior Lecturer in Residence, Education Law and 
Policy Institute, Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

12:15 
p.m. 1:00 p.m.  Lunch (Provided) 

1:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m.  
Current Issues in IDEA Due Process Hearings 
-Cathy A. Skidmore, Pennsylvania Special Education Hearing Officer 
-Jessica E. Varn, Florida Administrative Law Judge 

 
 
 

Coordinated and Approved by: 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Tennessee Department of Education 
TN Administrative Procedures Division 


