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 Practical Ethics for the Guardian ad Litem 

Part I:  Framing our discussion – Defining the Role: 

a. TN Supreme Court Rule 40 

b. TN Supreme Court Rule 40A 
  

Part II: What should you do as the GAL? What do the Rules require...  

a. At the beginning of the case – what is on your “To Do” list?  

b. What to do when preparing for the trial? Adjudication or Disposition or Both? 

c. What is you post-dispositional role? 
 

 

 

Part III: Overview of the possible “Ethical Quagmires” in each type of case 

a.  Private Party cases 

b.  DCS cases 

c.  Delinquency cases 
 

 

Part IV: Confidentiality Concerns 

a.  What about disclosure of abuse? 

b.  What can you say when speaking to treatment providers? 

c.  What about when speaking to potential witnesses? 

d.  What about when speaking to family/friends of the youth? 

  

Part V:  Questions and Comments 


