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D. Michael Swiney Pursuant to your agreement with the Investigative Panel of this
Bernie Weinman Court, I am issuing a public letter of reprimand based upon your actions in

Thomas T. Woodall Juvenile Court dealing with Ms. Rhonda Jones. In various rulings on her

cases, you failed to make findings of fact as required by 28 (f)(2) of the
Tennessee Rules of Juvenile Procedure and on multiple occasions,
attorneys representing Ms. Jones asked for these findings of fact in order
to appeal your decisions. Your refusal to make such findings of fact
delayed Ms. Jones’ ability to appeal and resulted in an untimely resolution
of her cases, thereby directly violating Rule 28 (f)(2) of the Tennessee
Rules of Juvenile Procedure and Canon 2A which obligates you as a judge
to know and follow the law. Your actions causing the delay of an appeal
violated Cannon 3B (8).

Next, after recusing yourself from Ms. Jones’ cases, you signed
two orders relating to her December 2007 matters. In July 2008, you
signed another order authorizing her attachment and incarceration for
failure to pay child support. This conduct is a violation of Canon 3E

(D(@).

The conduct described above is detrimental to the administration
of justice and brings the Judiciary into public disrepute under the
provisions of Tenn. Code Ann. §17-5-302(¢). Accordingly, this



corﬁstitutes a public reprimand for your actions. In the future, you are to follow explicitly the
adopted rules of juvenile procedure and once you are disqualified from a case as a result of your
recusal, you are prohibited from taking additional actions in those matters.

Sincerely yours,

K

Don R. Ash
Presiding Judge
Court of the Judiciary
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