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 VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER


Any person who commits voluntary manslaughter is guilty of a crime.


For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense, the state must have proven beyond a reasonable doubt the existence of the following essential elements:


(1)
that the defendant unlawfully killed the alleged victim; 

and


(2)
that the defendant acted intentionally or knowingly;

and


(3)
that the killing resulted from a state of passion produced by adequate provocation from the alleged victim sufficient to lead a reasonable person to act in an irrational manner;






[and


(4)
only for offenses committed on or after July 1, 2019: that the offense was committed by discharging a firearm from within a motor vehicle and the victim was a minor.]


[The distinction between voluntary manslaughter and second degree murder is that voluntary manslaughter requires that the killing result from a state of passion produced by adequate provocation from the alleged victim sufficient to lead a reasonable person to act in an irrational manner.]

[“Firearm” means [any weapon that will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive] [, or the frame or receiver of any such weapon] [, or any firearm muffler or firearm silencer] [any destructive device]. [The definition of “firearm” does not include an antique firearm.]]

[“Motor vehicle means every vehicle that is self-propelled, excluding electric scooters, motorized bicycles, [Only for offenses committed on or after July 1, 2020: personal delivery devices], and every vehicle that is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires. “Motor vehicle” means any low speed vehicle or medium speed vehicle. “Motor vehicle” means any mobile home or house trailer as defined in § 55-1-105.]

“Passion” means any of the human emotions known as anger, rage, sudden resentment, terror, or similar emotions, which renders the mind incapable of cool reflection.

"Knowingly" means that a person acts with an awareness that [his] [her]
conduct is reasonably certain to cause the death of the alleged victim.


The requirement of "knowingly" is also established if it is shown that the defendant acted intentionally.

"Intentionally" means that a person acts intentionally when it is the person's conscious objective or desire to cause the death of the alleged victim.  
[only for offenses committed prior to 7/1/11:  Any alleged victim includes a fetus which was viable at the time of injury.  A fetus shall be considered viable if it had achieved a stage of development wherein it could reasonably be expected to be capable of living outside the uterus.  For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense committed upon a fetus, the state must have proven the viability of the fetus beyond a reasonable doubt.]  [[only for offenses committed on or after 7/1/11 but prior to 7/1/12:  Any alleged victim includes a fetus if at the time of the alleged criminal act a victim was pregnant.] [only for offenses committed on or after 7/1/12:  Any alleged victim includes a human embryo or fetus at any stage of gestation in utero.]

