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The Information Age
97% of Americans 
ages 30-49 use the 
internet daily

87% of Americans 
ages 50-64 use the 
internet daily

40% of American adults say they are on the 
internet “almost constantly”

The internet is how people learn about you.



What is the “media?”

Non-traditional – bloggers, online journalism

Social media

It is all media.

Traditional – newspaper, radio, tv

What everyone, and YOU post



1. Knoxville News Sentinel – 75,143
2. The Tennessean – 71,874
3. The Commercial Appeal – 68,890
4. Chattanooga Times Free Press – 53,130
5. Kingsport Times-News – 31,819
6. Johnson City Press – 23,327
7. Citizen Tribune – 18,693
8. The Daily Times – 17,924
9. Greeneville Sun – 11,900
10. Cleveland Daily Banner – 10,641

What is media?

Not a single Tennessee media website is listed in the 
Top 100 nationally

Traditional media -

http://www.knoxnews.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/
http://www.commercialappeal.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesnews.net/
http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/
http://www.citizentribune.com/
http://www.thedailytimes.com/
http://www.greenevillesun.com/
http://clevelandbanner.com/


TNCourts.gov

1,232,519 unique 
visitors in 2021

5,805,836 page hits

73,337 hits on general 
sessions webpage

40,701 on juvenile 
court webpage



TNCourts.gov
Why?

Extremely highly valued by Google

Always at the top of searches

# of hits

#of updates

.gov



TNCourts.gov
What is on your profile?

Update: webmaster@tncourts.gov

There will be a lot of election 
related hits on your profile page. 
Judge Carma McGee – 512 to 
17,289



TNCourts.gov
News & Features

Awards, 
appointments, 
acknowledgements

Trends, 
modernizations

General profiles



TNCourts.gov



TNCourts.gov

Control the message

Why do you want to complete profile, have stories 
on tncourts.gov? 

You see the article in advance and approve it

Google loves us

This is how we counter “bad press,” which is a fact 
of life sometimes



Disinformation 

Usually originate in Russia or China

Disinformation campaigns are purposeful

Can target courts

Build mistrust, cause polarization, show 
American judicial system is corrupt, bias

Counter with truth

Twin Falls, Idaho example

Fake social media accounts, fake stories



Media coverage of cases 
Part Two

Either someone “famous” did something, or 
the “something” a person did is unusual 



First: Rule of Judicial Conduct
TN Code of Judicial Conduct

ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct

Code of Conduct for U.S Judges

All stand for the same basic principle:

A judge should not make public comment on the merits of a matter 
pending or impending in any court. A judge should require similar 
restraint by court personnel subject to the judge’s direction and 
control. The prohibition on public comment on the merits does not 
extend to public statements made in the course of the judge’s official 
duties, to explanations of court procedures, or to scholarly 
presentations made for purposes of legal education.

This applies to court staff too.



How do you speak about a case?

NEVER speak off the record

NEVER talk about the merits for attribution

Clarify in open court.

Speak through court orders.

Let the AOC speak for you.

Explain procedure, status, 
not rulings



Examples
Judge Sandra Donaghy

Jury selection complete – ready 
to start – unexplained delay

Judge Creed McGinley
Holly Bobo trial

Judge Paula Skahan
Sedley Alley; Pervis Payne



Communicating With Reporters

Media advisory

Avoid surprises

Media advisories 
are key

Juvenile court 
example – court 
closed



TN Supreme Court Rule 30

Managing media in the courtroom

(1) Coverage Generally. Media coverage of public judicial 
proceedings in the courts of this State shall be allowed in 
accordance with the provisions of this rule. The coverage 
shall be subject, at all times, to the authority of the presiding 
judge to (i) control the conduct of the proceedings before the 
court; (ii) maintain decorum and prevent distractions; (iii) 
guarantee the safety of any party, witness, or juror; and (iv) 
ensure the fair and impartial administration of justice in the 
pending cause. 

Courts are open in Tennessee.



TN Supreme Court Rule 30

Covers tv, radio, not print reporters

Request coverage two days in advance

Clerk notifies attorneys

Provides guidance on camera locations, 
lighting, microphones, etc.



What are we talking about?
Media management

• Media and public can come in, can report on what 
they see

• Can request records from clerk

Supreme Court Rule 30 was last amended in 1999.

Supreme Court Rule 30: Media Guidelines
• "Coverage" means any recording or broadcasting of a 

court proceeding by the media using television, radio, 
photographic, or recording equipment.



Who is the media?
Print, radio, tv

Freelancers

Bloggers

Social media 
users

Anyone with a smart phone? First Amendment audit

Assume they are in your courtroom

Rule 30: "Media" means legitimate news gathering and reporting 
agencies and their representatives whose function is to inform the 
public, or persons engaged in the preparation of educational films 
or recordings.



TN Supreme Court Rule 30

To livestream or not to livestream…

• Rule 30 is silent.
• Biggest question: Is there something 

that cannot be shown? Jury, witness, 
juvenile?

• Cannot “take it back.”

Examples:
• Holly Bobo
• Curtis Watson
• Judge Sandra Donaghy



Virtual Proceedings

Zoom
Really do not want the media in the Zoom meeting

Livestream to YouTube
• Appellate oral arguments
• School voucher case
• Sedley Alley & Pervis Payne
• Megan Boswell
• Chancellor Lyle examples

Supreme Court Orders strongly encourage judges to ensure media has 
access to courts during pandemic, including virtual hearings

Need help connecting your Zoom to YouTube?
• Must set up in advance; use regularly
• Nick Morgan – Nick.Morgan@tncourts.gov



TN Supreme Court Rule 30

It is your courtroom.

Set the rules in advance, in writing.

No! No!



TN Supreme Court Rule 30

Holly Bobo trial.

12 media outlets, two full 
weeks. More than 40 
reporters. 

One pool camera, one 
photographer, one row of 
reserved media in the 
courtroom.



Juvenile Court Rules
TN 37-1-153

Juvenile records and proceedings closed

• Ooltewah – bball trip rape; 
• Grundy attempted locker room rape;
• Brentwood Academy locker room rape civil case

Unless delinquency proceeding AND juvenile is 14+ at time 
of alleged act, first degree murder, second degree murder, 
rape, aggravated rape, rape of a child, aggravated rape of a 
child, aggravated robbery, esp aggravated robbery, 
kidnapping, aggravated kidnapping

If open, medical records, psychological evaluation 
confidential



Juvenile Court Rules

Dependency and neglect always closed

Juv Rule of Procedure 114

In juvenile court proceedings, if the court receives a request for media 
coverage, the court will notify the parties and their counsel of the request, and 
prior to the beginning of the proceedings, the court will advise the accused, the 
parties, and the witnesses of their personal right to object, and that if consent is 
given, it must be in writing. Objections by a witness will suspend media 
coverage as to that person only during the proceeding, whereas objections by 
the accused in a criminal case or any party to a civil action will prohibit media 
coverage of the entire proceeding.

TSC Rule 30 (c)5

Delinquency and unruly cases are open to the public

This conflicts with TN 37-1-153

Judge can close hearing if sought by a party, limited in 
scope, must make written findings to support an order to 
close



Juvenile Court Rules

Different judges interpret differently

Judge Anderson v. Judge Brock

If closed, can acknowledge hearing or 
trial taking place?

Up to the judge

Anderson – yes, but no 
media allowed
Brock – no, will not confirm

Yes, there is conflict



Juvenile Court Rules

Closed to everyone, not just media

Media is everyone and everywhere

Court staff does not discuss after

What does “closed” mean?



If high-profile case, planning is key.

Media advisory with details

Require camera pooling

Pooling requires planning

Space to “pick up” feed

Court: proceeding logistics, space

Media: picks pool, all equipment, set-up



Questions & Scenarios
A reporter from the Tennessean comes into your court and begins taking notes 
on a case. 
• Is this “coverage” as defined by Rule 30?
• Did she need to file a request 48-hours in advance?
• Does your answer change if she is using an iPhone to record the proceedings 

for note-taking purposes?

An “influencer” with 50,000 Twitter followers comes in to your courtroom and 
begins “live-tweeting” about a proceeding. 
• Is this “coverage” as defined by Rule 30?
• Did she need to file a request 48-hours in advance?
• Does your answer change if she is using an iPhone to livestream video clips?

It is 2 p.m. and a high-profile arraignment was just scheduled for tomorrow 
morning. 
• What is your game plan?

During court proceedings, people in the gallery are holding up their iPhones 
and pointing it at you and the witness stand. 
• Options?



What if you want media coverage?

Outreach, preferably in 
writing

Set parameters in 
advance

Public/open space, 
record



Traditional Media

Types of stories:

Community involvement

Recovery courts

National Adoption Day; Tennessee Day

What are you passionate about?

But, what else are you doing?



Social Media
Do you need traditional media?

Yes, if you take a strategic, 
disciplined approached

Should you be on social media?



Social Media
TN Advisory Opinion 12-01 

Judges: Allowed with caution

Yes

Do NOT: Comprise impartiality, ex parte 
communications, comment on a current case

Can I be social media “friends” with lawyers, 
etc. who appear in my court?



Social Media
Context is key.

“The simple designation of a social media 
connection does not in itself indicate the degree 
or intensity of a judge’s relationship with a 
person.”

FL, MA, OK - no



Social Media for Judges
Define who you are in advance

What topics will you discuss, who 
will you follow/friend/endorse

When will you tweet/post?

Online is an extension of your offline work, 
except your actions are recorded and live in 
perpetuity. Never say online what you would 
not say to a room of people.



Social Media – The Good

@JudgeDillardC

@5thCircAppeals

@JusticeWillett

@JusticeLeeTN

Define who you are in advance



Social Media – The Good
Define who you are in advance



Social Media – The Good
What topics will you discuss, who 
will you follow/friend/endorse

Politics/President?

Faith?

Kids – names & pics?



Again, no discussion of current cases

West Virginia judge posts news story on 
Facebook of initial appearance of defendant 
accused in elder abuse, friends post 
comments

Social Media – The Ugly

Courts have a Constitutional duty to 
be unbiased and impartial

Does your post throw into question your 
court’s impartiality toward a specific type of 
defendant?

Judge Lammey; Coffee County DA; back the blue



Facebook

Social Media – Getting started

Friends and family

Lock down your 
security settings

LinkedIn

Former colleagues, 
classmates



Define who you are

Set your parameters – topics, when 
tweeting

Social Media – Getting started

Follow some people, watch

Over half of Twitter accounts do not post
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