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FALSE ACCUSATION OF CHILD [SEX ABUSE] [BRUTALITY] [ABUSE] [NEGLECT]

Any person who [reports] [[causes] [encourages] [aids] [counsels] [procures] another to report] a false accusation [of child sexual abuse] [that a child has sustained a [wound] [injury] [disability] [physical or mental condition] caused by [brutality] [abuse] [neglect]] is guilty of a crime.


For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense, the state must have proven beyond a reasonable doubt the existence of the following essential elements:

(1)(a)
that the defendant [verbally] [by written or printed communication] [reported] [[caused] [encouraged] [aided] [counseled] [procured] another to report] a false accusation of child sexual abuse; 

or

    (b)
that the defendant [verbally] [by written or printed communication]  [reported] [[caused] [encouraged] [aided] [counseled] [procured] another to report] a false accusation that a child has sustained a [wound] [injury] [disability] [physical or mental condition] caused by [brutality] [abuse] [neglect]; 
and


(2)
that the defendant acted knowingly and maliciously.


[“Abuse” exists when a person under the age of eighteen (18) is suffering from, has sustained, or may be in immediate danger of suffering from or sustaining a wound, injury, disability or physical or mental condition caused by brutality, neglect or other actions or inactions of a parent, relative, guardian or caretaker.]


[Only for offenses committed on or after 7/1/16: “Caretaker” means any relative or other person living, visiting, or working in the child’s home who supervises or otherwise provides care or assistance for the child, such as a babysitter, or who is an employee or volunteer with the responsibility for any child at an educational, recreational, medical, religious, therapeutic, or other setting where children are present. “Caretaker” may also include a person who has allegedly used the child for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation of a minor [only for offenses committed on or after 7/1/17: or trafficking a minor for a commercial sex act,] including [only for offenses committed on or after 7/1/17: , but not limited to,] including as a trafficker.] 

“Child” means a person who is under eighteen (18) years of age or who is reasonably presumed to be under eighteen (18) years of age.
