T.P.I. – CRIM. 11.20
VIOLATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE CHOP SHOP ACT


Any person who violates the motor vehicle chop shop act is guilty of a crime.


For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense, the state must have proven beyond a reasonable doubt the existence of the following essential elements:

[Part A:

(1) that the defendant [owned] [operated] [conducted] a chop shop;

and

(2) that the defendant did so knowingly.]

[Part B:

(1) that the defendant [transported] [purchased] [received] [sold] [transferred] any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part [to or from] [from] [to] a location;

and

(2) that the defendant knew such location to be a chop shop.]

“Chop shop” means any building, lot, or other premises where one (1) or more persons knew, or should have known, that they were engaged in altering, destroying, disassembling, dismantling, reassembling, or storing any motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part which was obtained by theft, or any other unlawful means to either:

(A) Alter, counterfeit, deface, destroy, disguise, falsify, forge, obliterate or remove the identity, including the vehicle identification number of such motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part, or to prevent the identification of such motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part; or

(B) Sell or dispose of such motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part.

“Motor vehicle” includes every device in, upon, or by which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon a highway, which is self-propelled or which may be connected to and towed by a self-propelled device, and shall also include any and all devices which are self-propelled but are not designed for use upon a highway, including, but not limited to, farm machinery, construction equipment, and water craft.

“Motor vehicle component part” includes any and all parts installed upon the “motor vehicle,” including, but not limited to, engines, transmissions, vehicle bodies, chassis, doors, deck lids, front end clips (fenders and grill), seats, differentials, tires, wheels, steering wheels, air bags, automobile radios, automobile tape players, and bumpers.

“Vehicle identification number” means:

(A) A number or numbers, a letter or set of letters, a character or set of characters, a derivative or derivatives, or a combination thereof, used by the manufacturer for the purpose of uniquely identifying a motor vehicle or motor vehicle component part; or

(B) Any number, set of numbers, a letter or set of letters, a character or set of characters, a derivative or derivatives, or a combination thereof assigned by the department of safety, or any other state title and registration division in the normal course of its duties in salvage conversion or restoration.

“Knowingly” and “knew” means that a person acts knowingly with respect to the conduct or to circumstances surrounding the conduct when the person is aware of the nature of the conduct or that the circumstances exist.  A person acts knowingly with respect to a result of the person’s conduct when the person is aware that the conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result. 

The requirement of “knowingly” is also established if it is shown that the defendant acted intentionally.

“Intentionally” means that a person acts intentionally with respect to the nature of the conduct or to a result of the conduct when it is the person’s conscious objective or desire to engage in the conduct or cause the result.

