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DRIVING WITHOUT LICENSE [IN POSSESSION]


Any person who drives a motor vehicle without a license [in possession] is guilty of a crime.


For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense, the state must have proven beyond a reasonable doubt the existence of the following essential elements:

[Part A:

(1) that the defendant drove a motor vehicle upon a highway in this state;

and

(2) that at the time the defendant did not have a driver license for the class of vehicle being driven.]

[Part B:

(1) that the defendant operated a motor vehicle;

and

(2) that the defendant failed to have [his] [her] operator’s license in [his] [her] possession during the time of operation and display it upon demand of any [officer or agent of the Department of Safety] [police officer of the state, county or municipality in which the motor vehicle was being operated].] 


[“Driver license” means a license issued by the department to an individual which authorizes the individual to operate a motor vehicle on the highways.]


[“Highway” means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained which is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel, or the premises of any shopping center, trailer park or apartment house complex or any other premises frequented by the public at large.]


“Motor vehicle” means every vehicle, including a low-speed vehicle or a medium-speed vehicle, that is self-propelled, excluding [Only for offenses committed on or after July 1, 2019: electric scooters, electric bicycles as defined in § 55-8-301,] motorized bicycles, [Only for offenses committed on or after July 1, 2020: personal delivery devices,] [Only for offenses committed on or after March 29, 2021: motorized wheelchairs,] or any vehicle, including a low-speed vehicle or a medium-speed vehicle that is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails. “Low-speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric vehicle, excluding golf carts, whose top speed is greater than twenty miles per hour (20 mph) but not greater than twenty-five miles per hour (25 mph), including neighborhood vehicles. “Medium-speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric or gasoline-powered vehicle, excluding golf carts, whose top speed is greater than thirty miles per hour (30 mph) but not more than thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph).  “Vehicle” means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.  

