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CONFESSION [ADMISSION AGAINST INTEREST]

Evidence has been introduced in this trial of a statement or statements by the defendant made outside the trial, to show a [confession] [admission against interest].  [A confession is a statement by the defendant that [he] [she] committed the crime charged.]  [An admission against interest is a statement by the defendant which acknowledges the existence or truth of some fact necessary to be proven to establish the guilt of the defendant or which tends to show guilt of the defendant or is evidence of some material fact, but not amounting to a confession.]


While this evidence has been received it remains your duty to decide if in fact such statement was ever made.  If you believe a statement was not made by the defendant you should not consider it.  If you decide the statement was made by the defendant, you must judge the truth of the facts stated.  In so determining, consider the circumstances under which the statement was made.  Also consider whether any of the other evidence before you tends to contradict the statement in whole or in part.  You must not, however, arbitrarily disregard any part of any statement, but rather should consider all of any statement you believe was made and is true.  You are the sole judge of what weight should be given such statement.  If you decide a statement was made, you should consider it with all other evidence in the case in determining the defendant's guilt or innocence.
