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FALSE ACADEMIC DEGREES


Any person who commits the offense of [issuing] [selling] [manufacturing] [using] [claiming to have] a false academic degree is guilty of a crime.


For you to find the defendant guilty of this offense, the state must have proven beyond a reasonable doubt the existence of the following essential elements:

[Part A:

(1) that the defendant [issued] [sold] [manufactured] a false academic degree;

and

(2) that the defendant acted knowingly.]

or

[Part B:

(1) that the defendant [used] [claimed to have] a false academic degree to obtain [employment] [a promotion in employment] [admission to a college, university or other institution of higher learning];

and

(2) that the defendant acted knowingly.]

“False academic degree” means any degree issued

(A) without requiring any student academic work;

or

(B) based solely on the student’s life experience or portfolio without requiring any post secondary work submitted to and evaluated by faculty with appropriate academic degrees from an institution that is accredited by a regional accrediting agency or other accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education, and authorized to operate in Tennessee pursuant to the provisions of Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 20, relative to the authorization of post secondary institutions, or is exempted from authorization by the provisions of Section 49-7-2004;

or

(C) using more than twenty-five percent (25%) of required credits based on the student’s life experience or portfolio.


“Knowingly” means that a person acts knowingly with respect to the conduct or to circumstances surrounding the conduct when the person is aware of the nature of the conduct or that the circumstances exist.  A person acts knowingly with respect to a result of the person’s conduct when the person is aware that the conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.


The requirement of “knowingly” is also established if it is shown that the defendant acted intentionally.

“Intentionally” means that a person acts intentionally with respect to the nature of the conduct or to a result of the conduct when it is the person’s conscious objective or desire to engage in the conduct or cause the result.

