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SHELBY COUNTY BOARD 5, CHANCERY CT.

OF EDUCATION, et al,
Plaintiff,

V.

Case No15=-0H48-1)
TENNESSEE SCHOOL #15-lo4g -0
SYSTEMS FOR EQUITY,

Intervening Plaintiff,
V.
WILLIAM BYRON LEE,

in his official capacity as the
.GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE, et al,
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Defendant.

ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO STAY PROCEEDINGS

This cause came to be heard on Friday, Decémber 3, 2021 via Zoom videoconference on
the parties’ Joint Motion to Stay Proceedings, filed on or about November 19, 2021. There are
currently multible motions for summary judgment pending and a three-week long trial setting
currently scheduled for February 7- 25, 2022. | |

 As a basis for their joint Motion, the parties agree a stay of these proceedings is
appropriate because Governor Lee and C,ommissi.oner of Education, Penny Schwinn, announced
plans in October 2021 they intend to conduct a full review of the Basic Education Program
(“BEP”) and intend to explor.e.pvc\)ssibilities for a more student-centered approach to education

funding. In response to this announcement, the Tennessee Department of Education (“TDOE”)



has established a central steering‘committee and several subcommittees on topics related to
public education. These subcommittees have begun meeting and are expected to continue to
meet over the next three months. Accordingly, Governor Lee may or may nbt propose
legislative changes to the BEP during the 2022 legislative session, which is scheduled to begin
January 11, 2022 and will continue until approximately April 2022.

Based on the arguments of the parties and all applicable legal authority, the Court hereby
GRANTS the Joint Motion to Stay Proceedings. The current t'rial déte of February 7-25,
2022 is hereby continued to October 31- November 23, 2022 after the 2022 legislative session
has concluded and allowing time for Governor Lee to potentially approve or veto‘pursuant to
Tennessee Constitution, Article 3, §18. The location of this trial setting is to be determined at a
later time. A pre-trial conference is set for Friday, October 28, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. CST to be
conducted via Zoom videoconference. The parties shall contact the office of Senior Judge Don
R. Ash, Chief Judge of the Spécial Three Judge Panel, after the 2022 legislative session has
concluded to obtain a hearing date for the pending motions for summary judgment. Any issues

not addressed by this Order are reserved.

It is SO ORDERED. Entered and effective this the &  day of December 2021.

SENIOR JUDGE DON R. ASH,
Chief Judge, Special Three Judge Panel




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby c‘:‘ertify a true and correct copy of the foregoing Order has been served via

U.S.P.S. mail and email to the following on the

Charles K. Grant, Esq.
Charles C. McLaurin, Esgq.

' BAKER, DONELSON, BEARMAN,
CALDWELL & BERKOWITZ, P.C.
211 Commerce Street, Suite 800
Nashville, TN 37201
Counsel for Plaintiff

Lori H. Patterson, Esq.

Mary Katherine Smith, Esq.
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CALDWELL & BERKOWITZ, P.C.
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000
Memphis, TN 38103

Counsel for Plaintiff
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Jonathan Cole, Esq.
Sarah Doran Murray, Esq.
BAKER, DONELSON, BEARMAN,

' CALDWELL & BERKOWITZ, P.C.

211 Commerce Street, Suite 800

Nashville, TN 37201

Counsel for Intervening Plaintiff

Dianna Baker Shew, Esq.

. Dawn Jordan, Esq. . »
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
- EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT DIV.

P.O. Box 20207
Nashville, TN 37202
Counsel for Defendant

gan Hall,

Ofﬁcg of-8enior Judge Don R. Ash



