EXHIBIT "A"

Proposed Tenn. R, App. P.

L) Within five (5) davs [ollowing receipt of the notice of appeal in all cases
appoaled to the Court of Appeals, the cletk of the appellate cownt shall notify the Panlies
or thelr counsel that, conslstent with the requirernents of this rule, they may jointly
- tequest a suspension of the processing of the appeal for he Pumose of ::ng;]gin_q i
voluntary mediation. _

{b) Parties desiring o engage in voluntary mediation shall file a joint stiptdation
requesting suspension of the appeal with the clerk of the appellate cowrt within Giteen
(15) days afler the date of the notice provided for in Section (). Upon the filing of a
timely joint stipulation, the lime for preparing the transeript or stalement of the evidence,
the record on appeal, and the briefs shall be suspended [or o more than sixty (60) days
to enable the parties lo mediate their dispute.

(e} If the voluntary mediation is successful, the parties shall file a notice of
voluntary dismissal of the appeal in accordance with Tenn. R. App. P. 15{a) withis five {3}
days following the conclusion of the mediation. The nolice of voluntary disimissal shall
provide for the taxation of costs. iI1he voluntary mediation is not successful. the parties
shall file & notice with the clerk of the appellate court within five (5) divs requesting the
resumption of the appeal. [Mno notice of voluntary disrnissal has been lled with the Court
of Appeals within sixty (60) days afier the filing of the joint stipulation, the Appeal shiall e
retumed lo the active docket, and the time for preparing the transcripl or statement of
the evidence, the record on appeal, and the briefs shall begin to run anew.

{d) The parties may volurtarily resolve their disputes in any appeal filed in 1he
Court of Appeals without requesting the suspension of the processing of the appeal he
suspended, However, the provisions of this mule providing for the suspension of the
processing ol the appeal pending voluntary mediation shall nat apply (1) appeals re guired
o be expedited by statute, rule, or order of a courl, (2) appeals in which the
constitutionality of a statute, ordinance, or rule ar the constitutionality of an application
of a statute, ordinance, or rule is anissuc, (3) appeals invelving the imposition of criiminal
contempl sanclions, (4) appeals in cases in which mediation has already been
unsuccessiul, or (5) appeals granted by parmission under Tenn. R App. P. % or Tenn. B
App. I 10,




