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STATE OF TENNESSEE
cXYECUTIVE ORDER
BY THE GOVERNOR
Number 43

AN ORDER DIREGTING THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION TC
COMPLETE A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE FAANKER IN WHICH THE
DEATH PENALTY IS ADMINISTERED IN TENMESSEE

WHEREAS, this Administration has been and continues to.be firmly
cormmitted ta carrying out death sentences properly imposed under the faws of
this state in 2 timely and judicicus manner; and

WHEREAS, this Adminisiration alsc recognizes its unigue responsibility to
ensure that death sentences are administerad in a constitutiona! and appropriate

manner; and

WHEREAS, since 2000 two inmates sentencad to death have been
exscuted in Tennassee by lsthal injection, and noth executions were complated
professionally in @ constitutionat and appropriate manner, and

WHEREAS, while these executions have been carried out agpropriately, a
recent review has highlighted deficiencies in the written procedures intended 10
ensure that ali legal executions will continue 1o be carried out appropriately; and

WHEREAS, the administration of the death penalty in a constitutional and
appropriate manner is 4 responsibility of the highest Importance

NOW THEREFORE, |, Phil Bredesen, Govemor of the State of
Tennessee, by virtue of the power and authorsity vested in me by the Tennessee
Constittion and law, do hereby order and direct the following:

4 | heraby direct the Commissioner of Correction { Commissioner”) fo initiate
immediately a comprehensive review of the manner in which death
sentences are administered in Tennessee  This review shall specifically
include the stale’'s protocols and any related procedures, whsther written
or otherwise, related fo the administration of death sentences, both by
lethal injection and by electrocution. In completing this review, the
Commissioner is directed to utiiize all relevant and appropriaie resourcas,
inciuding but not limited to scientific and medicai experts, legal experis,
and Correction professionals, both from within and ouifside of Tenngssee
As & component of this raview the-Commissioner is further direcied to
research and perform an analysis of best practices usad by cther states in

administering the death penalty

2 As soon as practical, but no later than May 2, 2007, the Cormmissioner of
Correction is directed to establish and provide io me new protocols and
related written procedures for administering death sentences in
Tennesses, both by lethal injection and electrocution  in addition, the
Commissionet is directed 1o provide me with a report outiining the resulis
of the review completed pursuant to paragraph one (1) above
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The current proteccls and any related procedures, wheather wiitten or
oiherwisa, usad by the Depariment of Correction and relaied to the
adminisiration of death saniences in Tennesses both by lethal injection
znd by electrocution are hereby revoked

[N}

By separaie orders of reprieve, | have this day granted reprieves o the
following individuzls, all of whom had seniences of death scheduled to be carried
out within the next ninaty (80) days: Michael Joe Boyd aliwal Mika'sel Abdullah
Abdus-Samad, Edward Jeroms FHarbison Daryl Keith Holten and Pervis T
Payne  Thess four (4) reprieves will remain in place until May 2, 2007
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have subscribed my signature and causecd ine Great
i F 2007

Scai of the Siate of Tennessee to be sffixed ihis
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GOVERNOR
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