AFFIDAVIT OF DR. LYNNE ZAGER

Dr. Lynne Zager, being of lawful age, states the foliowing: -

L. { am 2n adult resident of Jackson, Madison County, Tennessee.
2 I am 2 clinical psychologist with experience in the forensic area.
3: I received my Bachelor of Aits degree from Tniversity of Tennessee-Knoxville in

fanc 1976. 1 completed my Masler's of Seience and Doctoral work: at Flonda State Usniiveisity
(FSU) in Tallabagsez, FL (M.5. 167%; Ph.D. 13815
4. My Pre-Doctoral }ﬁtcn}slxii,} was sccomplished at the University of Teanessee-
~Memphis Clinical P vohelogy Iniemship Consovtium with funding through the V eteran's
Administration Medical Center in Memphis TH. Although a year of Post-Doctoral suparvision - |
was not required at that time, I alse elected to complete a year 6f Post-Doctoral supesvision under
the direction of John Hutson; Ph.D. Irom 1983 1o 1984.

! T 1983, I joined the statf at Midtown Mental Health benter (MMHC) in
Memphis, TN. While there, 1 served as the Forensic Coordinator/Director from 1983 to 1988,
and later as the Clinical Director of the agency from 1988 to 1998. I aisc have been aﬁ-Assist;mt
Climical Professor and currently ain an Associate Clinical Professor at the University of

. Tenpessee-Mempbis (the Medical School) in the Department of Psychiatry.

6. Until its closing in 2008, I served at MMLIC as the Forensic Director, Midtown
Counseling Center Director (a subsidiﬁry of MMHC), and Director of Research and .
Development.

A In addition to the above current resp onsibilities, I have maintained a private

practice through Psychological Services since 1988 in my hometown of Jackson, Tennessee. I



have also been accepted as an expert witness in many civil, criminal and federal courts in Shelby
County and throughout West Tennessee.
& On Qctober 22, 1985, =5 part of my responsibilities at MMHC, I evalnated Gaile

L. A

Owens. The evaluation was ceurt-ordered and was for the purpese of detenmining compc-tency
and raental condition at the time of the offense. I was not tai ]d prior to my evaluation of Ms. :
C)wens that any question had been raised relating to baticred women's sYD drothe. However,

drring ey evalaation, Ms: Oysvens disclosed significann infermation about ber relationship with.,

her husband, inclnding affairs, sexnal bumilision and overall misueatment of ber, along with the-

trpact his belavier hag on her D8 yehologicaliy. Ms. Owens mdicated she was depressed
3

3

inmecure, warful of him, and could not cope. Ms. Owens was fearful because her husband told
her that if she asked for a divorce, he would take custody of the children and keep them from her..
Tt wiss my Unpression Ms. Owens was a battered woman and that she could have atternpted-to.

azsert that she bad battared women’s syndrome to explain her behavior at tke time of the offense.

“ 8L Battered women’s syndrome is about power and control. - It is a pattern of
assanifive and coerciv—“ behavior, inciuding psycholomcal sexual, and physical abuse. The
syndrome is characterized by domninance and control exerted by the husband over the wzie
leading to increasing entrapment of the wife, or what is often called “leamed helplessness.” A
wornan suffers from “leamned heiplessness™ where the repetition of the cycle of vielence over
time linked to the undermining of a woman's self-belief, create a situation where the woman feels
trapped in a miserable and often dangerous situation. A cluster of syroptoms dﬁ:ve.loia in the
woman as 2 result and-are used to identify a battered women'’s syndrome. These symptoms
include: low self-esteem, self:hlame, anxiety, dgpra.ssion, fear, suspiciousness and loss of belief

in the possibility of change. At the fime of my evaluation of Ms. Owens, she exhibited these



gympioms; incliding low celf estecmn, anxiety, depression, and fear. In additicn, she described

the controlling and beliftling behavior of her husband towards her.

i0.  Although Ms. Owens did not tell me that her lhushand physically and sexuatly .

abused her, her f&ilure 10 reveal this iuformation was not atypical. In fact, it iz very normal for a

woman who is abused by her husband to hide the abuse. Often, abused women, especialiy those

who are rarried to their abusers, blarse themselves for the abuse, believing that the violence 18
shetr fauit. Infadditicon, abused women alsa fear etaliation from theirs abusers if they tell. lam
not at ail surprided tat iq. Owvens had not (eld anyone ahout her hzshand’s physical, sexual, arnigl
psychologiol abuss vz infidelty prior to her Tishand’s nrarder.
11. . M. Owens’s attomeys never atteinpied to contact me o discuss xuy evaluation of -
Tds. Crwens or to get my nofes or any récurds T had relating to Ms. Owens. As-aresult, I never -
" had the chance to tell then sbout my helief that Ms. Owens had been abused and-was suffering
from haitered wouien’s syndrorme at the time of the.offense.” I did not relay this information {0
the Court as 1t was not responsive fo the Court’s order that  simply provide my opinion to the
Court regarding Ms. Owens’s competency and mental condition at the time. I recommended she
be considered competent and T did not have sufficient data to make a recommendation regarding - -

her menial condition at the time of the oftfense. However, based on all information available to

e at this time, I do believe that the assertion of battered women’s syndrome was wairanted in
her case.

| 12. A letter in my file reflects that on Novembér 15, 1985,.I informed the Court that it
was oy opinion that Ms. Owens was competent to stand trial. Also, in my letter, I indicated that

"I had 'not been able to evaluaté Ms. Owens’s sanity at the time of the offense because Ms. Owens
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