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lNTRODUCTWN 

Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-101 charges the Judicial Nominating 
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing 
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission's 
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a 
question asks you to "describe" certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant 
information about the subject of the question, and, especially, that contains detailed information 
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly 
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your 
experience, the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as 
integrity, fairness, and work habits. 

This document is available in word processing tormat from the Administrative Oftice of 
the Courts (telephone 800448.7970 or 615.741.2687; website http://www.tncourts.gov). The 
Commission requests that applicants obtain the word processing form and respond directly on 
the torm. Please respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you 
type in the word processing document) Please read the separate instruction sheet prior to 
completing this document. Please submit the completed form to the Administrative Oftice of the 
rOllrt<; in r~rpr torOl~t (with ink <;i,3natllrf') (lnd p1e('tmnir tOl-Ol(lt (pither ~<; (111 im(l£(" or (I worn 

processin{! tile and with electronic or scanneo signatllfe) Please suhmit fourteen (14) paper 
copies to the Administrative Office of the Courts. Please e-mail a digital copy to 

Application Qucstionnaire I(lr Judicial Olliee Page I or 1(; Re\ 22 Deccl1l her 2(111 



THIS APPLICATION IS OPE\! TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SllBMIT IT 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 

I. State your present employment 

I I am self-employed as a solo practitioner at The Faulk Law Oftice, 112 East Main Blvd., Church 
Hill, TN 37642, practicing in Hawkins County just over 30 years now. I am employed in the 
Tennessee General Assembly where my term as State Senator expires November 6, 2012. 
Finally, I also manage a commercial real estate development 

State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee 
Board of Professional Responsibility number 

I ~;80- ----.-. 
I BPR No. 007078 
I 

l 
I 

3 List all states In which you have been licensed to practice law and include your har 
number or identifying number for each state of admission. Indicate the date of licensure 
and whether the license is currentlv active If not active, explain. 

:r------' 
: . Tennessee i : 

I 

BPR No 007078 

April 2(), 1980 

II Active 
I 

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the 
Bar orany State') [fso, explain (This applies even if the denial was temporary). 

I No 
: 

List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your 
legal education. /\lso Include here a descnptlon ot any occupatIon, business, or 
1Y101t:ssioll other than tile practIce of iaw Il1 \vhlch you have ever been engaged (excluding 
mi I itary service .. \vhich is covered by a separate question) 

IThe'Faulk Law Office ----- - .. ------ 1982-present 



~ My current practice focuses on alcohol-related injury law - both prosecuting andPrevent~ 
I dram shop cases I handle injury cases of all types, probate estates, prepare advance directive 

packages, and prepare documents such as deeds, leases and contracts. I 

Hawkins County Land Company LLC - Manager 2001 - present 
I manage a limited liability company that leases commercial real estate. 

Campaign manager, Committee to Elect a Bi-partisan Supreme Court 1982 
In 1982 I served the three Republican nominees for the State Supreme Court, Tom Hull, Tom 
Avery, and John Waters as their statewide campaign manager. 

Weintraub DeHart 
Memphis, TN 

1979-1982 

Associate attorney, law clerk. Practiced labor-management relations law on behalf of employers 
including but not limited to NLRB litigation, Fair Labor Standards Act lItigation, labor contract 
dispute arbitration; and labor contract negotiations throughout the eastern United States. 

Admitted: United States Supreme Court 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 

All U. S District Coui1S of Tennessee 

6 If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your legal education, 
describe what you did during periods of unemployment in excess of six months. 

[NOt ap~li-cabl~ .. ---- ------------ ---1 



7 Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which 
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 

I Bodily Injury & property damage - 50% 

Trust & Estates/Probate/Wills - 35% 

Workers Compensation- 15% 

See also answer to No.5 above and No.8 below. 

8 Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial 
courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies, other 
forums, andlor transactional matters In making your description, include information 
ah(lut 1 he types of matters in which you have represented clients (e.g., information abollt 
whether you have handled criminal matters, civil matters, transactional matters, 
regulatory matters, etc.) and your own personal involvement and activities in the matters 
where YOLI have been involved. In responding to this question, please be guided hy the 
fact that in order to properly evaluate your application, the Commissioll needs 
infllrlnation about your range of experience, your own personal work and work habits, 
and your \\'ork background, as your legal experience is a very imponam component of 
the evaluation required of the Commission. Please provide detailed information that will 
allow the Commission to evaluate your qualification for the judicial office for which you 
have applied. The failure to provide detailed information, especially in this question, will 
hamper the evaluation of your application. Also separately describe any matters of 
special note In trial courts, appellate cOUl1s, and administrative blldies. 

r~~~r o~~--year of I~W.-SC~~~I-;~II-tim~~-1 ~I~~nged~ov~;' to the la\;:c~;~~-~igh; prograI~~t~-~-~~uld 
work as Chancellor Robert Hoffmann's coul1room clerk in Shelby County. I was in court to 
administer oaths, mark exhibits and assist the Chancellor almost every day of court for two 
years. As a Deputy Clerk & Master, I watched daily the myriad of cases tried in Chancery Court 
including injunction proceedings in labor disputes High profile labor disputes including the 
municipal strikes that darkened Memphis in the late 1970s were heard by Chancellor Hoffmann. 
I found these cases most intriguing That interest was, in part, one of the reasons I received MSU 
School of Law's Kirby Bowling Labor Law Award. 

Leaving the Clerk & Master's office in my last semester of law school, I went to work as a 
fulltime law clerk and then associate attorney with Weintraub & DeHm1, a management labor I 

law tirm in Memphis. In two years at that tirm I tried arbitrations, unfair labor practice charges! 
1 l' . ,1 ~', . '" n' . ,". ~ ,..., ro. • • • • ~,. ~ • ! 

I U~IU'L tilL ,,,lllU'/(li L,(tUUl I\'LldllUII:"> buctlU, I dll LdUUI ,"HdIIUdIU:"> .>-\\.l Ld:--e::, III lellelctl L[HlIl:--, <lIIU I 

; ;njur:.:t:cr~ p;~;::c;::d;;;S;:; :;; both Chan.:,.:,;) C' ,-;un:. ,iiouik: T(;tlii(;::'::'C\..: dlid iii f"(;Ji,;I<il ,,-.lUi le,. : I 

: represented employers in union election campaigns before the National Labor Relations Board I 
also negotiated collective bargaining agreements on behalf of employers. I am,ued in the 6th 



I Circuit Court of Appeals during this employment 

I 

My wife and [ started our family in 1980. All the travel with Weintraub & DeHart did not tit 
with our desires in rearing a family so I returned to my native Hawkins County to start a general 
practice in September, 1982, taking practically any case that came through the door. 

I handled del inquency, dependent/neglect, custody, child support, paternity and practically any 
i conceivable case within the jurisdiction of Juvenile Court primarily in Hawkins and Sullivan I 

County. By 1986, I was asked by Hawkins County luvenile Court Judge G. Reese Gibson to 
serve as his Juvenile Court Referee. Over the next three years I heard dozens of juvenile court 
cases as Referee in Hawkins County and was called upon by other Juvenile Judges to sit as 
Referee pro tern. 

My General Sessions Court practice started in the days betore the present-day statewide Public 
Defender system was established [n Hawkins County, the dozen attorneys who handled criminal 
cases each had his "day-in-the-barrel" providing a defense to all defendants determined indigent 
by the Judge. Every twelve weeks, I would represent between ten and thirty defendants on 
misdemeanor criminal charges and ,,'.ould represent another three to five defendants in 
preliminary hearings. I tried hundreds of these cases over a tour-year period. The Criminal Court 
Judge normally appointed the attorney who had handled the preliminary hearing to defend those 

: bound over to the Grand Jury. [n this same time period, I tried criminal coul1 cases before juries 
dozens of times. 1 tried everything from destruction of public property to murder cases I was 
also appointed to defend indigents a tew times in federal court criminal matters. Most of my 
appellate cour1 practice dealt with appeal of criminal convictions 

I 
, 

I My General Sessions Court civil experience runs the gamut or cases within its jurisdiction. I've 
tried collections, forcible ejectment & detainer, negligence, breach of contract, possessory 
hearing, garnishment, writ of detinue, attachment & replevy, trespass and defamation cases The 
number of these cases I've tried would be in the hundreds. 

In the Circuit and Chancery Courts I have tried 1110st all types of cases in counties across the 
State. I have had jury trials in Carroll, Davidson, Putnam, Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, Hamblen, 
Sullivan and Washington Counties. The number of jury cases I've tried, mostly tort cases, is in 
the dozens. My jury trials include wrongful discharge, product liability and consumer fraud 
cases 

I I did domestic relations work ill these courts in multiple counties including divorce, custody, 
child support, paternity, name change, orders or protection and adoption. These cases number in 
the dozens. I have tried trespass, nuisance and boundary line disputes. The number of workers 
compensation cases I have handled is in the dozens. 

I have continued an active probate practice over the years handling approximately :WO estates 
')t"'lrl ...,11 tl..,r- ~:-l-+"<\ ..... "" ..... +- ........... _~"" ...... "''''~~; ... 'C" tl'l+ ............. -~ • ., .... "'.,", 41~ ,," ". t,,' 1 __ ,:1 1 ". _ j , ,_, I 
.. UI\..' '"U. "'J,,", \".li~l,--i""'ill. 1--'IV"",,,,,,'-.,,\..UI16") l.i.i(.L uv\..rVi11tJ(lil:r1 Ilt:- li1\..-!l!. 1 lid\'\.. lltLU V\lll \,..;\.J1IlL,:)l,:) .. \.H ... ;vldtdlU1 .. " 

;'ld,rrn'::"ltc t,-~ ;nt~JtT\f-~t ,,,;11(:, "''"t'tr'ot;tnd :lPpC;"!~tf'"1:"t"'~ :)ff~'-'T""'~;'1~ ~""H"':'-·"ScI'ta. f;~-'-" :",".~l~-"""'''-')'~ :"'!"";!1~:" I 
.;" ,_ ,;:::)"'\..' t ,. ,,'_\"': VI I...l \ :lL.J~ • .... • .... ,.1I.'-_;I,.\,.u ~ l~~~l~.\"".l ... V'.i. t"'10,. ... ,:)v1 ............ t-JIL 1. .. li \ 1....-, ........ jl ... LJ-l~ ...... 'V1U-'1 i'-' : 

I against estates and contested conservatorships. The number of Last Will & Testaments, Powers 
! of Attorney, Advance Care Plans, Appointments of Health Care Agents and so forth I have 



pr-e-p-ar-e-d-i-s-i-n-t-he-h-u-n-d-re-d-s-. --------------------------------,1 

My trial practice also included U. S District COUl1s including a Labor Management Relations I 

Act case and tort cases with diversity of citizenship. I practiced in the early 1990s in the U S i 

Bankruptcy Court handling both consumer and creditor cases In the last few years I have 
appeared in Bankruptcy Court to try contested matters incidental to bankruptcy proceedings. The 
number of bankruptcy cases I handled is in the dozens. I 

Throughout my 30 plus years of practice in Church Hill, I have done some transactional work. 
still do deeds, leases, and contracts. [ conducted a few real estate closings in my early years. 
After the demise of the Butcher banks in 1982 I was hired by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation to do title searches and collections work over several n0l1heast Tennessee counties. 

In the late 1980s, I served on the Tennessee Human Rights Commission which heard some 
appeals 

Beginning in [988 I developed a municipal practice and served as city attorney for two towns. In 
the process of representing the two, I tried an annexation case and a few condemnation cases I 
tried writs of certiorari, mandamus and declaratory judgment cases I made appearances before 
administrative agencies such as the Wastewater Financing Board. Transactional work was 
aplenty when the Town of Mt Carmel installed a sewer system requiring hundreds of easements 
and the title work needed to obtain them For a period of months, I also served as interim City 
Judge for the Town of Mt Carmel. 

I Other administrative agencIes bet<..m.' which [ have appeared include the Department of 
Employment Security Board of Review, Department of Labor & Workforce Development 
Benefit Review Conference, Board of Pardons & Paroles, Board of Law Examiners, U S. 
Department of Justice Drug Enforcement Administration, Medicare Administration and Pre­
Hospital Care Regulatory Board 

In I CJl)6 I was hired on my first dram shop case. Since that time a large portion of my practice 
has involved prosecuting dram shop cases and helping businesses with an alcoholic beverage 
service avoid over-serving customers or serving underage customers. 

9. Also separately describe any matters of special note in trial courts, appelIate courts, and 
administrative bodies 

I Tennessee Supreme CouIt Case o-f first impression- Curde v. Tri-Cities Bank. 826 S W 2d ~ 
I (Tenn 1992) regarding applicability of Electronic Funds Transfer Act, 1 S l f. S C. ~ 1693 1:1 sell! 

iG. if' yuu 1ldve ~elveJ d::' a Illt:dialol~ (tIl (1luillalul Uf (1 judiciai officel, uescribe you I 

;.;'.pcriClh;(; Oii-.;luJiiig Jake, dllJ ~kldil.) or the pU.~iliuii, thc CUUl t:. UI dgclI..:ies invui\,cti. 

vvhether elected or appointed, and a description of vour duties) Include here detailed 
description(s) of any noteworthy cases over which you presided or which you heard as a 
judge, mediator or arbitrator. Please state, as to each case (I) the date or period of the 



proceedings; (2) the name of the COUIt or agency; (3) a summary of the substance of each 
case. and (4) a statement of the significance of the case 

I-~ was certitied as a Rule 31 mediator this past year but have not yet served as a mediator. 

II. Describe generally any experience you have of serving in a fiduciary capacity such as 
guardian ad litem, conservator, or trustee other than as a lawyer representing clients. 

In the early years of my practice in Hawkins County, I was appointed guardian ad litem in a few 
conservatorship cases and juvenile court cases. 

12. Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the 
attention of the Commission 

iN(~t~~Plicable. 
~l 

I 

11 List all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for judgeship to the 
Judicial Nominating Commission or any predecessor commission or body. Include the 
specific position applied for_ the date of the rneeting at vvhich the body considered :,!'our 
applicatiull. alld whether or not the bl)dy submitted vour name to the (JO\crnor as a 
nOlTlll1ee 

Not applicable. 

EDUC4110N 

14. List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have attended, 
including dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other 
aspects of your education you believe are relevant and your reason for leaving each 
school if no degree was awarded. 

I J D. 1\1emphis State University 1976-1 eng 
I Recipient: Kirby Bowling Labor Law Award as outstanding labor law student for 1979 

M. Public Administration Memphis State University 1975 - 1978 

BS Business Administration University of Tennessee at Martin 1971 - 197:' 
(\laJor i::conomlcs MlI10r Communications Student Body President 197-t-1975 

Who's Who in American Colleges & Univcrsities 

I AppllC<ltlOIl ()ucstiol1l1aire !(H JudiCial Oftke 

I 



PERSOJ'iAL lNFO[UHA TIQ;\' 

15. State your age and date of birth. 

r 
I 59 Date of Birth: September 10, 1953. 

16. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee') 
--- ------------- -- - l 

I All my life; 59 years. 

17. How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now living') 
I -------------.---------

I 30 years 3 months. 

------------

I 

18. State the county in which you are registered to vote. 

Hawkins County. 
------] 

I '>' Describe your military Sen:ice, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of acti"t' 
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements Please also state 
whether you received an honorable discharge and, ifnot, describe why not. 

r -. -------- ------ - - -l 

I Not applicable 

20 Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or are you now on diversion f()r violation of 
any law, regulation or ordinance') Give date, court, charge and disposition. 

E 
--------------- ----------------- ---- --- -----------------------j 

21 To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible 
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule') If so, give details. 

1

- ---- --- ---

No. 

If you have been disciplined or cited for breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by 
any court, administrative agency, bar association, disciplinary committee, or other 



professional group, give details. 

Not applicable. 

23. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state, 
or local authorities or creditors within the last five (5) years') Ifso, give details 

I No I 

24. Have you ever tiled bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC 
corporation, or other business organization),) 

No 

25. Have you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including divorces, domestic 
proceedings, and other types ofproceedings)'7 If so, give details including the date, cOllli 
and docket number and disposition. Provide a brief description of the case. This 
question does not seek, and you may exclude from your response, any matter where you 
\vere involved only as a norninaJ party, such as if YCHI \<vere the trustee under a deed of 
tlLlst ill a foreclosure proceeding 

Yes DivClITt' Final Decree entered October 2'i, 2005 Third Judicial District, Hancock County 
No ('-3120, Final Decree in uncontested irreconcilable differences entered ~ 

26 List all organizations other than protessional associations to which you have belonged 
within the last tive (5) years, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and 
fraternal organizations Give the titles and dates of any otTices which you have held in 
such organizations 

I Oak Grove ilaptist Ch:~I' -------

Holston Valley Sponsman's Club 

Kingsport Chamber or Commerce 

I Iawkins County Chamber of Commerce 

! Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce 



Grainger County Chamber ofCornmerce 

"Iational Rifle Association 

Hawkins County Republican Party, 1 q Vice-Chairman 

27. Have you ever belonged to any organization, association, club or society which limits its 
membership to those of any particular race, religion, or gender') Do not include in your 
answer those organizations specifically formed for a religious purpose, such as churches 
or synagogues 

a If so, list such organizations and describe the basis of the membership 
limitation 

b. If it is not your intention to resign from such organization(s) and withdraw 
fi-om any participation in their activities should you be nominated and selected 
for the position for which you are applying, state your reasons. 

: 1\;0. 

ALWEJEMENTS 

28. List all bar associations and professional societies of \vhich you have been a member 
within the last ten years, including dates. Give the titles and dates of any otlices which 
you have held in such groups List memberships and responsibilities on any committee 
of professional associations which you consider significant 

Kingsport Bar Association - 2002 - present 

Hawkins County Bar Association - 1982 - present (former Chairman) 

Tennessee Bar Association - 2002 - present 

Tennessee Association for Justice- 2002 - present 

Supreme COUIt Ad Hoc Study Committee on Indigent Defense 2010 - 2012 (Chairman) 

29. List honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received since 
your graduation trom law school vvi1lch are cilrectly related to professional 
acculllfJi I sil mCllls. 

I Manindale-Hubbell - Rating of" AV" 21 c~nsecutive-years 
------ -. --- -

-~I 



;Certified Civil Trial Specialist 1997 - present 
I 

Super Lawyers of the Mid-South 2007- present 

2012 National Award winner: POPULAR Restore Integrity Award 
( ): 

Who's Who in American Law 1987-1988 

America's Leading Lawyers 1993 

Outstanding Lawyers of America 2002 & 2003 

-'0 List the citations of any legal articles or books you have published. 

II Publ i shed articles 

I I Faulk, M, 2007, May, "One Too Many", JCfllles.\CC Rar.lollmal, Vol. 43, No ), ppg. 12- 15. 

, Faulk, M , 2006, Spring, "Dangerous Intersections Parallel Civil & Criminal Prosecutions", 
jill! h'fIIle.\See hiLl! h/ll}'CI', ppg. 30, 48. 

I 

II 

Faulk, l\'i, 2005-2006, Winter, "Dram Shop Cases", lill! ICI/llessee hiai rawrer, p. 22-23. 

! also author a \Veblog (blog) known as "Tennessee Dramshop Law" ( 

31 List law school courses, CLE seminars, or other law related courses for which credit is 
given that you have taught within the last five (5) years 

I "One Too Many: Dram Shop Cases" - I hour CLE presentation --available ~~-line thro~gl~ 
I T ennBarU CLE Center and also presented to local bar associations. I 

I [ also taught "Legal Environment for Business", an undergraduate course, as an 
! professor f(Jr East Tennessee State University 

adjunct I 

'7 ., -. List anv public office vou have held or for which VOl! have been candidate Of applicant 
Include the date, the position. and whether the position \vas elective or appointive. 

1--"- .~~--~ .--
Application V~I..:stiol1nairc !()!..Judlclal omc..: 

I 

I 



I 

I State Senator 2008 - 2012 (elected 2008) I 
I 

County Commissioner 1998 - 2002 (elected 1998) 

Tennessee Human Rights Commissioner 198) - 1991 (vice-Chairman 1989 

I Town Attorney, Town ofMt. Carmel, Tennessee 1988 - 200 I (appointed) 

1991 ) 

I City Attorney, City of Church Hill, Tennessee 1992 2000 (appointed) 
I 

:13. Have you ever been a registered lobbyist'} If yes, please describe your service fully. 

I .~ 
I No I 

34 Attach to this questionnaire at least two examples of legal articles, books, briefs, or other 
legal writings which reflect your personal work Indicate the degree to which each 
example reflects your own personal efIort 

See attached. Both examples arc exclusively my own personal eff0l1. 

ESSA YSlPERSOfiAL STA TENIENZ:S' 

35. What are )'our reasons for seeking this position') (ISO words or less) 

Service to people has taken many forms in my career All I've done and learned over the years 
can best be put to use on the Court of Appeals. After all, that court is asked to decide appeals of 
matters that have been tried. In my 32 years of practice I have been a litigator at every level of 
trial practice The breadth of my trial practice is comprehensive. 

I have been called on many times to sit as a trial judge. My Masters Degree in public 
administration has served me well as a municipal attorney and in the State Senate My service on 
the State & Local Government Committee and the Judiciary Committee helped mold me into the 
lawyer I am today. 

I feel the body of work I've done over my whole adult life has pointed me toward service on the 
COUI1 of Appeals I 

jb :')tate am actllevements or activities 111 which you have t)een lI1\olved which demonstrate 
your commitment to equal justice under the law; include here a discussion of your pro 
bono service throughout your time as a licensed attorney (ISO words or les.'t) 

i Applicatioll (jucstiollllairc I(\r Judicial Office. 



My service as a former member of the Board of Directors for Legal Ser~ices of Upper East I 
Tennessee, Inc is a prime indicator of my' commitment to pro bono service Not only did I accept 
Legal Services referrals on a low-fee basis, I also accepted Legal Service referrals occasionally 
charging no fee In addition to those referrals, my practice has included dozens and hundreds of 
cases \vhere I wrote ofl waived or reduced fees to help those who literally could not afford legal 
services. I've been blessed beyond description by those folks whom I helped in this way. They 
have been the source of numerous referrals They've shown their gratitude with cakes and pies, 

I quilts, paintings, and many, many other expressions. 

37. Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges, 
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court. (150 word .... or le< ...... ) 

The Eastern Section Court of Appeals hears a diversity of civil cases arising out ~f Tennessee l 
trial COlIrtS. Four members of the Court comprise the Eastern Section. 

In its present cumposition, the Eastern Section has members \vhose practice was located in Knox 
or Hamilton County The thirteen easternmost counties of the state with more than ten (10) 
percent of the state's entire population have supplied no current member of either COLll1 of 
Appeals, Court of Criminal Appeals or Supreme COLll1. It has been over 20 years since this i 

i region of the state has been represented on any of Tennessee's appellate courts (Judge Clifford I 
I Sanders served last) The selection of a northeast Tennessean would address this glaring 

geographic imbalance [ 

38. Describe your participation in community services or organiLatiolls, and what community 
involvement you intend to have if YOLI are appointed judge'> (25() word .... or less) 

j.'Get -~-~i~~Stay -Fit" ~ a c~i~hoo~ obesity initiative I founded in 2007. It is desig~~~~~ 
encourage exercise amongst elementary school children by incentivizing participation in 
organized summer sports programs. ]' d certainly like to continue its promotion. 

39. Describe life experiences, personal involvements, or talents that you have that you feel 
will be of assistance to the Commission in evaluating and understanding your candidacy 
for this judicial position. (25() wortl .. or le .... ,\) 

- ----.-----.--------------------~-- -_.. _ ... _-- .. --- -~--~ 

My father didn't finish the 8th grade. My mother was the tirst of her family to ever finish high 
SChOOl. I am the llrst ot my talntly to tlTllSI1 college. I he ~cots-lnst1 l)lood that tlows through my 

• •••• • • •• , _11. 

i veln~ dilLi ail lilev laug/Il lIle lIlake IIle \V lIal I alll tuday. f\S <111 i"S gellerauuIl Hawkll1s (uuntlan, 
i gro\\ing lip on a farm in eastern Hawkins County, I was taught to \\ork harder because there's 
I al\\ays somebody smarter, take personal responsibility because it may really be your fault, kncm 

·-----··--··~----l 

Rn ~~ IkcC:lllhc:r ~ 



I 

what you believe and why, put back more than you take, dare to stick your neck out, be kind to 
widows, orphans and dogs, and never forget there is a reason God gave you two ears and only 
one mouth They didn't just teach them; both my parents lived these principles. 

I These principles guide me every day and seem principles worth following as a Judge on the 

I
, Court of Appeals. 

I love to write. In addition to the dramshop law b\og I author, I have penned numerous articles 
for more than a dozen wildlife magazines and web sites. All my published outdoor articles along 
with anecdotes, photographs, recipes, and more about my love for all things outdoors can be read 
at Strum Island Journal ( ). 

Applying all I learned over a 30 plus year career as a lawyer to a job which requires me to write 
is a job representing a dream come true. 

40 Will you uphold the law even if vou disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute 
or rule) at issue? Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that 
supports your response to this question. (25fJ word,' or less) 

1:;~~I~~:f tll~-~:~nd~ng ;~umher of atto;~ey~" in'the (-~neral Assemhly 'who has a trial practice, I 
i felt placing caps 011 damages in injury cases was overkill and that I should speak lip to warn 
! against passing a bad law I believe the imposition of caps on damages depreciates the value and 
i good work done by jurors I authored an Op-Ed piece which ran in several of the daily 
I newspapers of the state (See 
I 
I 

! Now that caps-on-damages is the law, I have no trouble applying the law even though I think 
I capping damages was a mistake. 

REFERENCES 

4 I. List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would 
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least 
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its 
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application. 

r- ~-Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey, 1 
I---.-... -...... -~···--······-~~·-·-- - . --.~. ~.--- 'i 

I I3 Congressman William Jenkins,  
 

.~--.-~~-~ 

C Dr Randy Presnell, Pastor, Oak Grove Baptist Church,  
  



(423) 357-7241 

D. Heiskell H. Winstead, (retired District Attorney General),  
 

& Vaughn,     

AFFIRMA nON CONCERNING APPLIC'A 110N 
Read. and if you agree to the provisions. sign the following: 

I have read the foregoing questions and hme ans\\ered them in good faith and as complctel~ as my 
records and recollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the 
office of Judge of the Court of Appeals (Eastern Section) of Tenm:ssee. and if appointed by the GO\ernoL 
agree to sene that office. In the event any changes occur bet\\een the time this application is filed and 
the public hearing. I hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire \\ ith the Administrative Office of the 
Courts for Jistribulilln to the Commission members. 

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon 
fIling \\ ttil the Adl11l11lstrative Office of the Courts and that the Clll111lllSSl0n ma~ publicize the names or 
persons \\ ho apph for nomination and the names ur those persons the Commission nllminales to the 
Go\ernor for the judicial vacancy in question. 

Dated October I R. 2012 
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Signature 

When completed. return this questionnaire to Debbie Hayes. ;\dl1l11l1strative Office of the Courts. :'i 11 
Union Street. Suite ()()O. Nash\ille. TN 37219 

TENNESSEE JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 
511lJNION STREET, SUITE 600 

Ni\SIIVILLE CITY CENTER 

Ni\SIIVILLE, TN 37219 

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

TENNESSEE COURT OF JUDICIARY 



AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS 

WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

[ hereby waive the privilege of confidentiality with respect to any information which 
concerns me, including public discipline, private discipline, deferred discipline agreements, 
diversions, dismissed complaints and any complaints erased by law, and is known to, 
recorded with, on file with the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee, the Tennessee Court of Judiciary and any other licensing board, whether within 
or outside the state of Tennessee, from which [ have been issued a license that is currently 
active, inactive or other status. I hereby authorize a representative of the Tennessee 
Judicial Nominating Commission to request and receive any such information and 
distribute it to the membership of the Judicial Nominating Commission. 

Michael A. Faulk 
Type or Printed Name 
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Signature 

Date 

007078 
HPR # 

/' 

j II. 
Please identify other licensing boards that have 
issued you a license, including the state issuing 
the lict'll~e dllJ the licellse number. 
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