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INTRODUCTION 

Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-101 charges the Judicial Nominating 
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing 
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission's 
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a 
question asks you to "describe" certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant 
information about the subject of the question, and, especially, that contains detailed information 
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly 
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your 
experience, the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as 
integrity, fairness, and work habits. 

This document is available in word processing format from the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (telephone 800.448.7970 or 615.741.2687; website http://www.tncourts.gov). The 
Commission requests that applicants obtain the word processing form and respond directly on 
the form. Please respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you 
type in the word processing document.) Please read the separate instruction sheet prior to 
completing this document. Please submit the completed form to the Administrative Office of the 
Courts in paper format (with ink signature) and electronic format (either as an image or a word 
processing file and with electronic or scanned signature). Please submit fourteen (14) paper 
copies to the Administrative Office of the Courts. Please e-mail a digital copy to 
de bra.hayes@tncourts.gov. 
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THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT. 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 

1. State your present employment. 

County Attorney for Sullivan County, Tennessee. This is a county-wide elected position with a 
four (4) year term of office. I was originally elected in 1994 and most recently elected in 2010. I 
have held this position since 1994 having been elected in 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006, and 2010. 

2. State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee 
Board of Professional Responsibility number. 

11980. BPR# 7365. 

3. List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar 
number or identifying number for each state of admission. Indicate the date of licensure 
and whether the license is currently active. If not active, explain. 

Tennessee. 1980. BPR# 7365. Active. 

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the 
Bar of any State? If so, explain. (This applies even if the denial was temporary). 

5. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your 
legal education. Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or 
profession other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding 
military service, which is covered by a separate question). 

After graduating from law school in 1980 I returned to Kingsport, my home town, and started a 
private practice of law. I practiced civil law and criminal law in state and federal court. My 
practice included trial work, appellate work and the general practice of law. I often served as a 
substitute judge in Kingsport General Sessions Court and Juvenile Court, and I also served for a 
approximately a year and a half as the municipal judge for the city of Church Hill. I also worked 
temporarily on two occasions as a prosecutor for the Sullivan County District Attorney's Office. 
In 1994 I was elected as the County Attorney for Sullivan County. During my initial term of 
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1994-1998, the office of County Attorney was a part-time position and I was allowed to maintain 
my private practice of law. Beginning with the 1998 election, the position of County Attorney 
became a full-time position and I had to close my private practice. I have been the County. 
Attorney for Sullivan County since 1994. As County Attorney for Sullivan County I handle all I 

the legal needs of Sullivan County and Sullivan County officials. I provide a very wide range of 
legal advice and legal services, and I also defend Sullivan County and Sullivan County officials 
in all litigation. I also provide legal services, advice and representation to the Sullivan County 
School System. Sullivan County has a population of approximately 156,000 people. Sullivan 
County has about 850 full and part-time employees and the Sullivan County School System has 
about 1800 full and part-time employees. 

6. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your legal education, 
describe what you did during periods of unemployment in excess of six months. 

[ Not applicable. 



7. Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which 
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 

I am the elected County Attorney for Sullivan County and handle all the legal needs of Sullivan 
County and Sullivan County officials; I also provide legal advice and representation to the 
Sullivan County School Department. [On occasion, although rare, when necessitated by various 
reasons, such as conflicts, outside counsel will be retained to provide representation to Sullivan 
County and its officials in litigation. Also, the Sullivan County School Department has a 
separate attorney paid on an hourly basis to provide additional legal advice to the school system.] 
My position is considered a full-time position and I am forbidden by the private act that 
establishes the office of County Attorney from engaging in the private practice of law. I provide 
legal advice and representation in every area of law ranging from the Americans with Disabilities 
Act to landfills, from the county health department to the Sheriff's Department, from county 
roads to jail medical malpractice, from mold in county high schools to strip clubs. The largest 
part of my work is in litigation; I handle all the litigation filed by or on behalf of the county and 
its officials including workers compensation, civil rights, lawsuits by jail inmates, lawsuits 
against law enforcement officers, employment law, Title VII, EEOC complaints, unemployment 
claims, zoning, property law, subrogation, condemnation, and general tort/negligence claims. I 
also devote a lot of my time to providing legal advice to county officials on a wide range of 
matters which confront the county on a daily basis including contracts, leases, purchasing, 
budgeting, bonds, insurance, beer licenses, drug testing, real property, county roads, employment 
law, law enforcement, jails, Constitutional rights, planning and zoning, elections, conflicts of 
interest, Robert's Rules of Order, and legal issues concerning the operations of county 
government. I advise the county health department, Sheriff, Trustee, Property Assessor, Register 
of Deeds, Court Clerks, County Clerks, Highway Dept., Purchasing Dept., Finance Dept. and 
School Department as well as county department heads and county committees and boards. 

8. Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial 
courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies, other 
forums, and/or transactional matters. In making your description, include infonnation 
about the types of matters in which you have represented clients (e.g., infonnation about 
whether you have handled criminal matters, civil matters, transactional matters, 
regulatory matters, etc.) and your own personal involvement and activities in the matters 
where you have been involved. In responding to this question, please be guided by the' 
fact that in order to properly evaluate your application, the Commission needs 
infonnation about your range of experience, your own personal work and work habits, 
and your work background, as your legal experience is a very important component of 
the evaluation required of the Commission. Please provide detailed infonnation that will 
allow the Commission to evaluate your qualification for the judicial office for which you 
have applied. The failure to provide detailed infonnation, especially in this question, will 
hamper the evaluation of your application. Also separately describe any matters of 
special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and administrative bodies. 

I began my legal career in the private practice of law. While in the private practice of law, I 
practiced both civil and criminal law, but I handled a lot of criminal work. I have handled a 

I Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 4 of 15 Rev. 22 December 2011 I 



death penalty case from start to finish (fortunately the defendant did not receive the death 
penalty). I have handled several murder cases and other high level crimes such as rape, robbery, 
and burglary. ' 'I handled divorce, child custody, plaintiffs personal injury, car wrecks, 
bankruptcy, employment, and the whole range of a general practice of law and plaintiffs 
litigation work. During my private practice I worked in General Sessions and Juvenile Court, in 
trial courts and appellate courts, and I worked in state courts as well as federal courts. I tried 
cases to verdict before judges and juries. I tried a personal injury case before the Tennessee 
Claims Commission to verdict and successfully defended the verdict on appeal. After I became 
the County Attorney for Sullivan County, I ceased doing criminal, divorce, custody, and 
plaintiffs personal injury work; however, I began to do a lot of defense litigation work 
representing Sullivan County. I have now been the County Attorney for Sullivan County for 18 
years. I handle ~l their litigation work as well as provide legal advice and representation to the 
county and county officials. I appear regularly in General Sessions, Circuit and Chancery Court; 
I handle appeals'to the Court of Appeals and the Tennessee Supreme Court. I also appear in 
Federal Court and in the Sixth Circuit CoUrt of Appeals. I handle any' and all legal work and 
representation needed by Sullivan County, its officials and employees." -I also provide legal 
advice and representation to the Sullivan County School Department (although the School 
Department does have another attorney under contract to provide some legal work). [See also 
my answer to question 7 above.] 

9. Also separately describe any matters of special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and 
administrative bodies. 

I have handled many serious criminal cases including death penalty cases through trial and 
appeal. I have handled many serious civil cases including wrongful death, medical malpractice, 
personal injury and workers compensation cases. I handled litigation from start thru the 
Appellate Courts concerning adult nudity (strip clubs) in Sullivan C::ounty. I tried a personal 
injury case before the Tennessee Claims Commission, received it fairly sizeable verdict for the 
Plaintiff, and successfully defended it on appeaL Although full trials, and particularly jury trials, 
are not as common as they used to be, I have handled many cases through trial including jury 

i cases. 

10. If you have served as a mediator, an arbitrator or a judicial officer, describe your 
experience (including dates and details of the position, the courts or agencies involved, 
whether elected or appointed, and a description of your duties). Include here detailed 
description(s) of any noteworthy cases over which you presided or which you heard as a 
judge, mediator or arbitrator. Please state, as to each case: (l) the date or period of the 
proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency; (3) a summary of the substance of 
each case; and (4) a statement of the significance of the case. 

During my private practice of law, because I spent much time in General Sessions and Juvenile 
Court, I was often asked to sit as an acting judge during judges' absence. I also served as the 
City Judge for the city of Church Hill for about a year and a half which required me to be on the 
bench once or twice a week for a few hours each time. I was one of the first mediators approved 
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I by the Federal District Court in Greeneville; however, due to my holding a full-time elected 
position, I have not served as a mediator. 

11. Describe generally any experience you have of serving in a fiduciary capacity such as 
·guardian ad litem, conservator, or trustee other than as a lawyer representing clients. 

Courts often need a guardian ad litem to represent minors, other incompetents or sometimes 
those that just need help. Because I regularly appeared in all the courts while in private practice, 
I was often appointed to serve as a guardian ad litem. This would most often involve minors or 
incompetents in j\lvenile court, in domestic relations, and in judicial commitments. I was 
appointed conservator of an elderly .man once when the family had a history of litigation and the 
court needed a conservator to take over the elderly man's finances and to assist the court. I 
sorted thru the finances and litigation and successfully turned the estate over to a local bank. I 
often was asked by one Circuit Court Judge to represent individuals in commitment proceedings. 
I also served .as a guardian ad litem for the deceased bodies in a forgotten graveyard which 

contained the bodies Df casualties in the Civil War. 

12. Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the 
attention of the Commission. 

During the first few years of my career, I shared office space with a couple other lawyers; 
however, since those first few years, I have always been by myself. The importance of this is 
that I have had to rely upon my own abilities in each and every legal issue I have confronted over 
the years; I have not had the luxury of having a law finn of lawyers available to assist me. I am 
experienced and capable of addressing the full range of legal issues that will confront a member 
of the Court of Appeals. If the matter is new to me, I have 32 years of experience in researching 
new legal matters. During the first half of my legal career, I represented mostly plaintiffs and 
criminal defendants and operated a general practice of law; during the second half of my legal 
career, I have been on the defense side of litigation and have provided legal advice to 
government. I have a wide range of legal experience. 

13. List all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for judgeship to the 
Judicial Nominating Commission or any predecessor commission or body. Include the 
specific position applied for, the date of the meeting at which the body considered your 
application, and whether or not the body submitted your name to the Governor as a 
nominee. 

I Not applicable. 

EDUCATION 
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14. List each college, law school, and other graduate school which you have attended, 
including dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other 
aspects of your education you believe are relevant, and your reason for leaving each 
school if no degree was awarded. 

1972-1976: Graduated with Honors from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN, Bachelor 
of Arts Degree with a major in Economics. 1977-1980: University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN, 
Doctor of Jurisprudence. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

15. State your age and date of birth . 

. As of October 30 I will be 58 years old. DOB: 10/30/1954. 

16. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee? 

[ All my life. 

17. How long have you l~ved continuously in the county where you are now living? 

I moved from Unicoi County, TN (which is very close to Sullivan County) to Sullivan County 
when I was four (4) years old and have lived in Sullivan County since then. 

18. State the county in which you are registered to vote. 

[ Sullivan County, TN 

, ..... -:.-~~ 

19. Describe your military Service, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of active 
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements. Please also state 
whether you received an honorable discharge and, if not, describe why not. 

I Not applicable. 
! 

20. Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or are you now on diversion for violation of 
any law, regulation or ordinance? Give date, court, charge and disposition. 
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I 

[NO. 

21. To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible 
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule? If so, give details. 

No. 

22. If you have been disciplined or cited for breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by 
any court, administrative agency, bar association, disciplinary committee, or other 
profe~~iollal ~ro~p, give details._. 

NolNot applicable. 

23. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state, 
or local authorities or creditors within the la.~t five (5) years? If so, give details. 

24. Have you ever filed bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC, 
corporation, or other business organization)? 

I No. 

25. Have you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including divorces, domestic 
proce.ooings, and other types of proceedings)? If so, give details including the date, court 
and docket number and disposition. Provide a brief description of the case. This 
question does not seek, and you may exclude from your response, any matter where you 
were involved only as a nominal party, such as if you were the trustee under a deed of 
trust in a foreclosure proceeding. 

26. List all organizations other than professional associations to which you have belonged 
within the last five (5) years, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and 
fraternal organizations. Give the titles and dates of any offices which you have held in 
such organizations. 

I Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 8 ofl5 Rev. 22 December 2011 • 



27. Have you ever belonged to any organization, association, club or society which limits its 
membership to those of any particular race, religion, or gender? Do not include in your 
answer those organizations specifically fonned for a religious purpose, such as churches 
or synagogues. 

a. If so, list such organizations and describe the basis of the· membership 
limitation. 

b. If it is not your intention to resign from such organization(s) and withdraw 
from any participation in their activities should you be nominated and selected 
for the position for which you are applying, state your reasons. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

28. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you have been a member 
within the last ten years, including dates. Give the titles and dates of any offices which 
you have held in such groups. List memberships and responsibilities on any committee 
of professional associations which you consider significant. 

"Member of Kingsport Bar Association; President 1997, President-Elect 1996, Vice-President 
1995, Treasurer 1994, Secretary 1993. Director on the Tennessee County Attorneys Association 
Board of Directors 1998-present; Vice-President 2001-2002; President 2002-2003. Member of 
the Federal Bar Association. 

29. List honors, prizes, awards or other fonns of recognition which you have received since 
your graduation from law school which are directly related to professional 
accomp lishments. 

I am rated 5.0/AV (the highest rating possible) by Martindale-Hubbell. Martindale-Hubbell is 
the oldest and most respected attorney rating service in the nation. Martindale-Hubbell bases its 
ratings on the responses and opinions of attorneys who are familiar with the attorney being rated, 
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and no advertising or other monetary transaction is expected or solicited by Martindale-Hubbell 
during the rating process. I have been a member of the Board of Directors for the Tennessee 
County Attorneys Association since 1998 and I served as its President 2002-2003. I have held 

I all the offices of the Kingsport Bar Association, having served as President in 1997. 

30. List the citations of any legal articles or books you have published. 

i Not applicable. 

31. List law school courses, CLE seminars, or other l;:lw related courses for which credit is 
given that you have taught within the last five (5) years. 

applicable. 

32. List any public office you have held or for which you have been candidate or applicant. 
Include the date, the position, and whether the position was elective or appointive. 

County Attorney for Sullivan County: 1994 to present. Elected in 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006, 
! 2010. 

33. Have you ever been a registered lobbyist? If yes, please describe your service fully. 

No. 

34. Attach to this questionnaire at least two examples of legal articles, books, briefs, or other 
legal writings which reflect your personal work. Indicate the degree to which each 
example reflects your own personal effort. 

Attached are two legal briefs. I am the sole author of each; each is 100% my own personal 
effort. 

ESSAYS/PERSONAL STATEMENTS 

35. What are your reasons for seeking this position? (150 words or less) 

I have been practicing law for 32 years; I believe I can best serve myself and the people of 
! Tennessee from this oint forward as a 'ud e. I believe I am ualified and can erfonn the job of 
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an appellate judge well. An attorney can only pursue justice and work towards its achievement; 
a judge can actually render justice, at least as the human ability allows. I believe I will be a good 
judge maintaining the integrity of the judicial system and improving it when possible. I am an 
analytical thinker and I am good at breaking down, distinguishing the different parts of legal 

• issues and thereby understanding the law and its history, which is a talent I believe would be 
• very valuable as an appellate court judge. I have broad life experiences which ""ill enable me to 
relate to and understand people of all classes and backgrounds, their problems and life 
encounters. 1 feel few attorneys have the wide range of experience in the practice of law that I 
have. I have practiced law on my own for 32 years and have developed the ability to provide 
legal opinions relying solely upon my oWn abilities and efforts. I have lengthy experience as 
Plaintiffs counsel and as Defense counsel; I have lengthy experience representing individuals 
and I have lengthy experience representing government. I have lengthy experience representing 
the solo client and I have lengthy experience representing a large employer. I believe with such 
experiences, I can provide the .people of 'fennessee_with valuable, competent and fair review of 
their legal problems and questions. I have always felt that providing the best and fairest justice 
possible according to our laws is the ultimately goal of our justice system .and I want to - and I 
believe I can - keep us on track towards achieving that goal. 

36. State any achievements or activities in which you have been involved which demonstrate 
your commitment to equal justice under the law; include here a discussion of your pro 
bono service throughout your time as a licensed attorney. (150 words or less) 

While in the private practice of law, I did a large amount of court-appointed criminal work and 
juvenile work. Most of my work in these fields occurred before the Office of the Public 
Defender was created. I often say that before the Public Defender, I was the Public Defender. I 
and just a handful of other attorneys handled all the court-appointed work before the Office of 
Public Defender was created. During that time, I feel I preformed a tremendous amount of work 
for indigent clients at a severely reduced rate of pay. The rate of pay was, as I recall, $20 per 
hour for out-of court-work and $30 per hour for-in-court work with caps of $500 and $1000 per 
case which included from initial appearance thru jury trial; some juvenile court work was 
occasionally for zero pay and at most $10 per hour often with a cap of $50. I also had to handle 
the appeals for these court appointed cases, and the pay for appellate work was similar. Also, 
during my private practice I provided free legal advice to numerous non-profit organizations I 
was involved with, including for example, a local rescue squad, an environmental group working 
to protect a local lake, the local community chest, and my church. When I became the County 
Attorney for Sullivan County I was forbidden by the private act that created my office from 
providing legal services to anyone else. Also, my available time decreased when I became 
County Attorney and as my family grew. Although the amount of free legal advice I have 
provided has decreased over time, I have continued to provide free legal advice and assistance to 
my church, friends and non-profits when I can. 

37. Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges, 
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court. (150 words or less) 
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[ Court of Appeals, Eastern Division. 

38. Describe your participation in community services or organizations, and what community 
involvement you intend to have if you are appointed judge? (250 words or less) 

Prior to becoming County Attorney, I had a lengthy history of community involvement. After 
being elected as County Attorney I scaled back my community volunteer work in order to 
dedicate most of my time to my newly elected position as County Attorney, my private practice 
of law (which I maintained for four years after initially being elected County Attorney), and my 
young family. Although my first term of office as County Attorney was considered part-time, I 
worked full-time in order to handle the work; during that 15t term, I also had my private practice 
to worry about, although it suffered greatly. My position as County Attorney became full-time 
in 1998. I slowed down my community volunteer work and dedicated more of my time to my 
elected position and my family. Currently, my oldest is in her 4th and final year of medical 
school; my son is in his first year of law ~chool, and my youngest is ~. senior in high school; 
keeping up with and supporting my children and their endeavors renders me currently unable to 
do much community volunteer work at the moment; although I am always willing to help when 
and where I can. Raising my children and helping them succeed and achieve in life takes a large 
portion of my time (not that I regret it at all). 

However, I do have a lengthy history of community involvement. I served as Vice-President and 
President of the Kingsport Boys and Girls Club and served on its Board of Directors for 10 years. 
During my work with the Boys and Girls Club, I was inducted into the Boys and Girls Club of 
Greater Kingsport Hall of Fame, I received the "Man and Boy Award" on two different 
occasions 3.9d also received a state award for the successful opening of a satellite branch of the 
club in a rural area. I served as President of the Sullivan South Area Community Chest on two 
different occasions and served on its Board of Directors for 14 years. During that time I served 
for several years as the Chairman of the "Land Use Committee" which was successful in buying 
and developing approximately 15 acres of land as an athletic park in my neighborhood. I was a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Suzuki Talent Education of Appalachia, the Kingsport 
Jaycees, the Greater Kingsport YMCA, and the Downtown Kingsport Association. While 
involved with the local Jaycees, I chaired many projects including Special Olympics and a 10K 
road race, and served as treasurer for the local city beauty pageant. I also received many awards 
while involved with the Jaycees including "Outstanding Young Men of American" in 1983 and 
1984. I served on several occasions as both a coach and judge in the local high school Mock 
Trial Competitions sponsored by the Tennessee Bar Association. I also coached local youth 
sports in several sports off and on for over 20 years. I also served two three-year terms as an 
Elder of my church and taught Sunday School for approximately 15 years. In 1995, I was 
nominated for Volunteer Kingsport's "Volunteer of the Year" award, and in 1990 I was 
nominated for the J. C. Penny's "Golden Rule Award". 

My youngest will graduate high school this Spring and be off to college. As a judge on the 
Tennessee Court of Appeals, I will make myself available to the public and serve my fellow man 
and society as best I can. I will perform the requirements of my job and also go beyond my job 
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I requirements in public service. 

39. Describe life experiences, personal involvements, or talents that you have that you feel 
will be of assistance to the Commission in evaluating and understanding your candidacy 
for this judicial position. (250 words or less) 

I wanted to be an attorney from an early age. Merely being accepted into law school was a huge 
accomplishment and a high achievement for me. Being in law school, studying and talking 
about law and justice and the history of both was fascinating to me; my curiosity was with the 
idea of justice and the pursuit thereof; the concept itselfwas a goal. I have always tried to pursue 
my practice of law as a very precious thing, one to be protected with the pursuit of truth, honesty 
and integrity. I believe I have a reputation as an honest and trustworthy attorney, and having 
worked as a solo attorney for my whole career, I have learned to think on my own. I am an 
analytical thinker, which I believe would be an asset as a judge, and I have a career of providing 
legal services irrespective of negative feedback or public perception. I have a broad range of 
legal experience and volunteer work. I believe working as a judge gives me the best opportunity 

• to pursue these goals. 

40. Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute 
or rule) at issue? Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that 
supports your response to this question. (250 words or less) 

Yes. As judge I will interpret and apply the law, not insert my own personal agenda. My career 
is full of examples of upholding the law in the face of conflicts. As a criminal law attorney 
representing obviously guilty clients, I had to protect their right to a fair trial, their right to 
remain silent and their presumption of innocence. This can be quite hard when the crimes are 
violent and repulsive and the victims and public seek justice against these individuals. Also, as 
County Attorney my work is continuously open to public scrutiny, and I am quite often called 
upon to advise on very volatile issues such as posting the Ten Commandments in the courthouse, 
prayer in government meetings, dealing with adult entertainment and alcohol, keeping public 
records available to the public, keeping meetings open and the public aware, protecting the 
freedom of the press, pointing out potential wrongdoing and wrong courses of action by public 
officials, and protecting the rights of citizens against government. I am often called upon to give 
legal advice when there are differing positions promoted by different groups competing for 
different outcomes. I believe I have always followed the law, even when it was not popular; I 
believe I have a reputation in my community for being honest and for following the law based 
upon my best opinion as to what the law is and not being unduly swayed by public reaction or 
potential for reaction. 

REFERENCES 

41. List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would 

I Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office Page 13 of 15 Rev. 22 December 2011 I 



recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least 
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its 
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application. 

A. Donna Dillow, legal secretary for attorney Larry Dillow,  
 

B. Wayne Anderson, Sheriff of Sullivan County, 

C. Ken Baldwin, Assistant District Attorney 1st Judicial District, Washington County, TN 
 

D. Joey Strickler, Captain, Sullivan County Sheriffs Office, 

E. Julia West, Attorney, Kingsport, TN,  

A FFlRMA TlON CONCERNINGAPPL1CATlON 
Read, and if you agree to the provisions, sign the following: 

I have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my 
records and recollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the 
office of Judge of the [Court] Court of Appeals, Eastern Division of Tennessee, and if appointed by the 
Governor, agree to serve that office. In the event any changes occur between the time this application is 
filed and the public hearing, I hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire with the Administrative 
Office of the Courts for distribution to the Commission members. 

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon 
filing with the Administrative Office of the Courts and that the Commission may publicize the names of 
persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the 
Governor for the judicial vacancy in question. 

Dated: _October 18, 2012. 

~Q~~~ 
Signature . 

When completed, return this questionnaire to Debbie Hayes, Administrative Office of the Courts, 511 
Union Street, Suite 600, Nashville, TN 37219. 
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TENNESSEE JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 
511 UNION STREET, SUITE 600 

NASHVILLE CITY CENTER 

NASHVILLE, TN 37219 

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

TENNESSEE COURT OF JUDICIARY 

AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS 

WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

I hereby waive the privilege of confidentiality with respect to any information which 
concerns me, including public discipline, private discipline, deferred discipline agreements, 
diversions, dismissed complaints and any complaints erased by law, and is known to, 
recorded with, on file with the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee, the Tennessee Court of Judiciary and any other licensing board, whether within 
or outside the state of Tennessee, from which I have been issued a license that is currently 
active, inactive or other status. I hereby authorize a representative of the Tennessee 
Judicial Nominating Commission to request and receive any such information and 
distribute itto the membership of the Judicial Nominating Commission. 

_Daniel P ..... f"r,oof" ________ _ 

Type or Printed Name 

_October 18, 2012 ________ --1 

Date 

BPR# 

Please identify other licensing boards that have 
issued you a license, including the state issuing 
the license and the license number. 
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