Graduation Ready

Graduation Requirements, Transcript Review and
Graduation Support for High School Students in or
after Foster Care.

Carrie Mason
Court Improvement Program Attorney
Carrie.Mason@tncourts.gov

2024 Wellness Seties
February 23, 2024




Tennessee Overall Graduation Rate for 2021 - 2022

Graduation Rate

The Every Student Succeeds Act requires school systems to

report on student outcomes overall and by subgroup




High School Graduation

Median Earnings by Educational Attainment #
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Graduation Data from the Tennessee Report Card
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Hamilton County 2021-2022 Graduation Rates
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Madison County 2021-2022 Graduation Rates
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Johnson City 2021-2022 Graduation Rates
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Metro Nashville Public Schools 2021-2022 Graduation Rates
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EVERY TRANSITION COUNTS
FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE
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Tennessee Diploma Options

Regular high school diploma.
Alternate academic high school diploma (Special Education).

Diplomas for eligible students receiving special education
(These do not count toward the graduation count)
1. Special education high school diploma;
2. Occupational high school diploma.
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TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

(7)

An occupational diploma may be awarded to students with disabilities at the end of their
fourth (4'") vear of high school who have (1) not met the requirements for a traditional
high school diploma; (2) received special education services or supports and made
satisfactory progress on an IEP; (3) have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct;
(4) have completed the occupational diploma Skills, Knowledge, and Experience Mastery
Assessment (SKEMA) created by the Tennessee Department of Education; and (5) have
completed two (2) years of paid or non-paid work experience. The determination that an
occupational diploma is the goal for a student with a disability will be made at the
conclusion of the student’s tenth (10'") grade year or two (2) academic years prior to the
expected graduation date. Students who obtain the occupational diploma may continue
to work toward a traditional high school diploma through the end of the school year in

which they turn twenty-two (22) yearsold.




18)

Beginning with students entering the ninth (9'") grade in 2018, an alternate academic
diploma may be awarded to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities at the
end of their fourth (4"™) year of high school who have (1) participated in the high schoal

alternate assessments; (2) earned the prescribed twenty-two (22) credit minimum; (3)
received special education services or supports and made satisfactory progress on an IEP;

(4) have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct; and (5) have completed a
transition assessment(s) that measures, at a minimum, postsecondary education and
training, employment, independent living, and community involverment. The required
credits may be earned either through the state-approved standards or through alternate
academic diploma course requirements defined by the Department of Education. A
student who earns an alternate academic diploma shall continue to be eligible for special
education services under IDEA until the student receives a traditional high school diploma
or through the school year in which the student turns twenty-two (22).










“No LEA shall require any enrolling or transferring
student, who is in grade eleven (11) or higher and in the
custody of the department of children's services or
exiting its custody, to meet more than the minimum
requirements for graduation set forth by the state board
of education. The LEA shall issue a full diploma to any
such student who meets the minimum requirements.”

T.C.A. § 49-6-6001(h




Tennessee Graduation
Requirements




Tennessee traditional diploma requirements

credit minimum Al

Individual school systems can require more credits.




English

o credits

English / Language Arts I, II, III, IV
Advanced Placement English Language & Composition*
Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition*®

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




Science

credits

Biology
Chemistry or Physics

Lab Course ( Physical Science, Earth Science, Geology,
Environmental Science, Ecology, and others)

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




o credits

Algebra I or Integrated Math I
Geometry or Integrated Math II
Algebra II or Integrated Math III

Higher Level Math Course

Students must be enrolled in a Mathematics course each
school year.

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205 N




Social Studies

o credits

World History
Geography
U.S. History
Economics (0.5 credits)
Civics (0.5 credits)

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




Personal Finance o credits

May be waived for students not going to a university to
expand and enhance the elective focus

Physical Education o credits

Participation in school sponsored athletics, band,
JROTC, cheerleading, and intramural athletics may be

substituted for the 0.5 credit in Physical Education, but
the school must approve it.

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




credit

/.i Wellness:

.:/ Fine Arts: credit

May be waitved for students not planning on enrolling in

a university to expand and enhance the elective focus.

¥ Foreign Language: credits

Credits must be in the same foreign language. May be waived by

the local school district for students not planning on enrolling in a
university to expand and enhance the elective focus. Waiver
required.

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




Elective Focus

e credits

Math and Science
Career and Technical Education
Fine Arts
Humanities
Advanced Placement (AP) / International
Baccalaureate (IB)
Cambridge International Examinations (CIE)

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




Computer Science — Coming Soon!

credit

Beginning with students who enroll in ninth (9th) grade in the 2024-25 school year or any
subsequent school year, students will need to earn at least one (1) credit of computer science in
high school.

Students may fulfill this requirement by substituting computer science for the student’s fourth
credit of mathematics, third credit of science, or an elective focus credit. Students who transfer
from another state or country, or from a non-public school to a Tennessee high school during
their twelfth (12th) grade year are exempt from this requirement.

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205




Credit Transfer Between Schools

Coursework successtully completed in an LEA, public charter school,
or Category I, II, or III private school, including coursework
completed during a summer school is fully transferrable to any other

approved school.

Rule 0520-01-03-.03




Types of Tennessee High
Schools




Alternative High Schools

At least one alternative school or alternative program shall
be established and available for students in grades 7-12

who have been suspended or expelled.

» Two or more boards may join together and establish a school attended by
students of any such school system, or a school system can send a disciplined
student to another system’s alternative program, provided the other system

agrees.

TN Code § 49-6-3402 (2021)




Virtual High Schools

Virtual schools may be established by a local school district.

» A virtual school shall provide each student access to a curriculum that meets or

exceeds the academic standards adopted by the state board of education.

T.C.A. §49-16-204




Public Charter High Schools

"Public charter school” means a public school in this
state that i1s established and operating under the terms

of a charter agreement.

T.C.A. § 49-16-204




DCS Facility Schools

Each DCS facility high school shall adopt graduation requirements aligned with
Tennessee State Board of Education Policy.

High school credits should transter from the facility school to the public high
school following step down-- but they often don’t-- creating risk for school drop
out.
* For students exiting facility schools, check for missing semesters / credits on
the transcript.

 DCS Education Consultant can recoup missing credits due to transfer errors.

Students in facility schools should receive special education services in accordance with
the State Board of Education Rules, Regulations and Minimum Standards, per the DCS
Contract Manual.




DCS Facility Schools Examples

Category 1 Special Purpose Schools
Bledsoe Youth Academy
Cleveland Academy
Cornerstone School, New Heights School & Duncan Academy (TN Children's
Home)

Elizabethton Academy
Gateway Center (Helen Ross McNabb)
Mountain Youth Academy
Mt. Juliet Academy
Natchez Trace Youth Academy
Nicholas Hobbs Academy
Norris Academy
Roane Academy
Wayne Academy




Uniform Grading Scale, 2022-2023

Beginning with grades issued in the 2022-2023 school year and thereafter, LEAs shall use the following uniform grading system for
students enrolled in grades nine through twelve (9-12) for purposes of application for postsecondary financial assistance administered
by the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation:

Uniform Grading System
Local and
Statewide Dual Advanced
Credit Courses, Placement,
Industry Cambridge
Percentage Certification- International, College
Grade Range Honors Courses | Aligned Courses, Level Exam Program
and Dual (CLEP), and
Enroliment International
Courses Baccalaureate
Courses
A =20 100 Shall include the Shall include the Shall include the
B B0 R0 addiion of 3 addiion of 4 addition of 5
percentage points | percentage points to | percentage points to
C 0 9 to the grades the grades used to the grades used to
used to calculate | calculate the calculate the semester
D 60 649 the semester semester average. average.
F 0 /Y average.




Grade 09 Grade 10
GR| YR | Course # |Course Description =M1 |5SM2| Credit Ent|GR| YR | Course # |Course Description =M1 |5SM2 | Credit
2020 GOZHOO | 7th Algebra | Hors HS CR F 1000 3121102023 GO4HZZ |AP Ewro Hist F A 0500
2021 GO2X03 |Bth Gr Geometry Hnrs HS F o 1.000 312|110 |2023) GO4HZ2 |AP Ewro Hist S A& | 0.500
i 312|110 (2023 GO3IH1Z |Chem | Hors F A 0.500
2022 GOZHOS |Algebra ll Hors F Y 0. 500 12110 (2023 GO3IH1Z2 |[Chem | HOors S A | G.500
2022) GO2HOS |Algebra Il Hors S A | 0.500 31210 |2023] GOTHI10 |English Il Honors F A, 0500
2022 GOAH3ID AP Human Geo F A 0.500 312|100 |2023] GOTHI0 |English Il Honors S A 10500
20221 GO4AHIO0 AP Human Geo S A | 0500 12|10 (2023 GO2ZHZI |[Pre-Calkulus Hors F E 0.500
2022| GOIHDO3 |Biol Hnrs F B 0. 500 312110 |2023) GO2ZHZ3 |Pre-Calculus Hors S 2 |0.500
2022 GOIHOI |Bio | Hrs 5 A |0.500 12|10 |12023) G24HOS |Span ll Hors S A 10500
2022 GOTHOS |English | Hnrs F A, 0. 500 12|10 [2023) G24HOS |Spanish || Hhors F A, D.500
2022| GOTHOS JEnglish | Hors 5 A | 0.500 312110 |2023) GOSHOZ |WVisual Art | F A 0500
20221 GOBHOZ |Lifaetime Wellness F &, 0. 500 12110 (2023 GOSHOE |Visual Artl S A | G.500
20221 GOBHOZ |Lifatime Wellness S A 0.500 YR GPA: 4.333 Credits: &.00
2022 G24HO4A | 5Spanish | Hors F &, 0. 500
2022 G24HO4 |Spanish | Hars 5 A [ 0.500
YR GPA: 4.500 Credits: 8.00
Grade 11 Grade 12
Ent GR| YR | Course # |Course Description SM1|SM2 | Credit
20241 GOIH2S |AP Env Sci F Y 0. 500
2024| GO3IH25 |AP Env Sci S 0.000 YR GPA: 0.0040 Credits: .00
2024 GO4AH21 AP US History F &, 0. 500
2024 GO4AH21 AP US Histary S 0. 000
2024 GO2H18 JCalculus Hrrs F &, 0. 500
2024 GO2H18 |Calculus Hnors 5 0000
2024 GO1HIT JEnglish Il Hors F &, 0. 500
2024 GOTH11 JEmnglish Il Hnrs 5 0. 000
2024 GO4H15 |Psychology SEM 0. 000
2024 | G24HOG |Span Il Hrs F &, 0. 500
2024 | G24HOG6 |Span lll Hors 5 0. 000
2024 %Y08H11 |WeightsiKinesiclogy F Y 0. 500

YR GPA: 4.5B3

Credits: 3.00




District Name: Metro Mashville Public Schools
Official Transcript

School CEEB Code: Tel: _ ,
2022-2023
Course Mark Weight Credit
I
Sudent nrormaton Comments G02HOO0 Algebra 1 §1 93A 05000 0.5
The unweighted GPA listed on this transcript is based gebra 2 ' '
Student Number: Grade: 11 on the Sta?e Board of Tennessee's Llnif-:}rranracIing GO4R36 Personal Finance =1 G2 A 05000 0.5
Birthdate: Gender: Policy and is reported to TSAC for gualifying for the Credit: 1.000 S2o 200000 U‘?_:'ri GEA' 4.00000
Diploma Type: HOPE Iottery Scholarship. * o
Diploma Date: Grade 10
All high schools in Metropolitan Nashville Public GOSHOI Biology 1 52 =0 0.5000 ©
GPA Summary Schools are accredited by the Southern Association of GOTH10 English 1T 52 30 0.5000 0
_ . Secondary Schools and Colleges. GOZHZ0 |I'IIEE!rEItF_"I:| MEItI_'l 152 Ll 0.5000 O
Cumulative GPA (Weighted) 242857 GOBHO1 Physical Education IT52 100 05000 05
Cumulative GPA (Unweighted) 242857 . . G24H05 Spanish IT 52 50 05000 O
’ rading Scale Priorto July 31, 2022 GO4H12 US Government 52 50 0.5000 O
2021-2022 B 85.92 GOSHOE Visual Arts I 52 100 0.5000 0.5
. | 7584 Credit: 1.000 GPA: 1.14286 U/W GPA: 1.14286
Course Mark Weight Credit o T0.74 Credit Summary
i
Grade 9 i
GOTHOS English 151 04 0.5000 0.5 : _ High 5chool Attempted Earned
GO1HO2 English 152 92 05000 05 | graingScaleAfterAugusti, 2022 ELECTIVE 0.500 0.500
GOEHOZ Lifetime Wellness 51 83 0.5000 0.5 B B0.80 ENGLISH 1.500 1.000
GOEH0Z Lifetime Wellness 52 83 0.5000 0.5 C 70-79 FIME ART 0.500 0.500
(0BH01 Physical Education I1 52 94 05000 O 0 60-69 FOREIGN LANGUAGE 1.000 0.500
(03H00 Physical S5cience 51 84 0.5000 0.5 £ 0.50 MATHEMATICS 1.000 0.500
(03H00 Physical 5cience 52 a4 05000 05 ) PHYSICAL EDUCATION 0.500 0.500
(324H04 5panish 152 82 0.5000 0.5 . L : SCIENCE 1.500 1.000
GO2H22 Tier Il Intervention P 0.0000 05 | oo f&'f;gfedﬁ?ue ‘o Grade Averaging SOCIAL STUDIES 3.000 2.500
Math 52 WELLMNESS 1.000 1.000
04H11 U5 History & Geog 51 82 0.5000 0.5 Total 10.500 8.000
GO4H11 US History & Geog 52 B2 05000 0.5
GO4H10 World History & Geog 95 0.5000 0.5 Comments
51 Message from District
O4HT10 World History & Geog 92 0.5000 0.5
52
B UM G F A -l IL¥]5 &i = :




Tennessee Departiment of Children’s Services
Education Specialists & Cell Numbers By Region

Specialists County Specialisis County
Sazan Brown Cell 4235274442 Bledsoe Alchfinn Theresa Sinfford Cell B65-304-5376 Eeox Connry
Tenmezsee Valley Bradley Meigs EKnox Commry
600 Bramerd Rd, Suie C-10 Frankiim Polk 1600 Wesrern Awve.
Chatranooga, TH 37411 Grumdy Fhea Knoxnlle, TN 37#11
Sman F Browniain gor Alarem Sequanchie Thereza Siafford&in sov
Edward Mirele: Cell - 731-2253046 Bedford Linceln Kendra Tagpart Cell — T31-215 4389 Chesver Henderzon
Souch Central Caoffee Marskall Sowthewest Decamr Launderdale
1400 College Park Drave, Smice & Crides AMaury 125 Dr. Maron Luother Kimp, Jr. Drive Fayetie Madizen
Colomban, T 38401 Hickmamn Moore T Flesga Hardem=an McNairy
Fdward Adarelesaim sov Lawrence Perry Jackzom TN I§5301 Hardin Tipion
Lewis _Wame Kiendra Tareariiom sor Harwood ;
Kizzten Harriz Cell — 201-503-3433 Shelby County Fer Kiris Coell — B65-T12-1006 Anderzom Scotr
Shelby Comnity All Afemphis City and Shelby Eazt Bloumr Uniem
1#9] Corporace Ave, 5 Floor Conmry Schools: A -K 111 Uniem Valley Boad Camphbel]
AMemphis, TN 38132 Oak Ridge, TN 3783 Jefferzon
Eissten Harmo @ o gov (8654254516, Fax: 365-463-9556 Meorgamn
E Kt
Nakeizka Griffin Cell 301573 8T00 Shelby County Seeve Duzeer Cell 423-7T36-4515 Clatborne Graimzer
Skelby Comnty All AMemphiz: Ciry and Shelbn Smolky Momntain Cocke Sevier
199] Corporate Ave, 5 Floor Conmty Schools: L. - X Hamblin Comniy DLCS Creeme
Memphiz, TN 38132 17T East Morric Blvd., Suire A Hamblen
SNakeizhe Grifina to.pov Mormiscewn, TN 37EL3 Hamcock
Seeve. Dusrer arim soyv
Rebecca CGarrect  Cell #31-23% 3554 Canzon Overtom Devom Lake  Cell- 731433-584]1 Benmm Houzton
Tpper Comberlasnd Clay Pickert Northwest Carroll Huomphres:
600 Hearthwesd Ci. Comberlasd Fotmam 116 Culley Drive Crochedt Lalke
Conleville, TN 38506 Dekealb Warren Pariz, TN 382 Drclzomn Obien
Bebecca Carrecty o gav Fenrress White Devop Lakegin gov Dryver Seewart
Jackzon Van Buren Gibzom Wealdey
Aacom Smmith Henry
Jemnifer Woodsz Cell: 615718 8736 Jozh Jomes Cell 423 3407261 Carter Saullivan
Danadzen Comniy Davidzon Co Northeasi Hawlons Toicot
210 Achens Way, Smite C 1557 Phyeowih Ed. Joknzom Waskisetom
Nashwlle, TIN 37243 Johmzon Ciry, TN 37601
Jempifer Woods @ m aov Joshua. 5 Jonesaim. pov
Sarah Harron Cell- 931-280-6570 Chearham Jubie Kegley Cell Hamiltoa
AMid-Comberland Meontpomery Tenmezzee Valley Londan
300 Achens Way, Smite & Fabertan 600 Brainerd Foad, Suire 602C Meonree
Nazhwlle, TN 37143 Smmmner Chattanooga, TIN 37411 Fuoane
Vickhe Jomez Cell: §15-626-6471 Faotherford
AMid-Cumberlamd Troonzdale
Do0Athen: Way, Smite A Tilliam-oz
Nazhwlle, TN 37243 Wilsen




Recommendations

Convene a Partner Meeting:
» Get representatives from all systems at the table
» Look at the data and identify challenges
» Champion systems that eliminate barriers and
support successful school transitions

» Plan big, then figure out how to make it happen




Questions?
A\ ? -
Carrie.Mason@tncourts.gov
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