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Graduation Ready
Graduation Requirements, Transcript Review and 
Graduation Support for High School Students in or 

after Foster Care. 



The Every Student Succeeds Act requires school systems to 
report on student outcomes overall and by subgroup

Tennessee Overall Graduation Rate for 2021 - 2022



High School Graduation
Statistical Atlas 



Graduation Data from the Tennessee Report Card



Hamilton County 2021-2022 Graduation Rates



Madison County 2021-2022 Graduation Rates



Johnson City 2021-2022 Graduation Rates



https://tdepublicschools.ondemand.sas.com/

Metro Nashville Public Schools 2021-2022 Graduation Rates





Tennessee  Diploma Options

Regular high school diploma.  
Alternate academic high school diploma (Special Education).

Diplomas for eligible students receiving special education
(These do not count toward the graduation count)

1. Special education high school diploma;  
2. Occupational high school diploma.   



Vanderbilt 
Kennedy Center

Vanderbilt Kennedy Center

Transition Tennessee
https://transitiontn.org







Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy, 2.301(VIII)

Each school district in Tennessee shall 
have “procedures to eliminate barriers to 

enrollment and retention for students 
identified as homeless, migrant, foster, or 

military….”






T.C.A. § 49-6-6001(h) 

“No LEA shall require any enrolling or transferring 
student, who is in grade eleven (11) or higher and in the 

custody of the department of children's services or 
exiting its custody, to meet more than the minimum 

requirements for graduation set forth by the state board 
of education. The LEA shall issue a full diploma to any 
such student who meets the minimum requirements.” 



Tennessee Graduation 
Requirements 



credit minimum 

Individual school systems can require more credits.

Tennessee traditional diploma requirements



English

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205

credits

English / Language Arts I, II, III, IV 
Advanced Placement English Language & Composition* 
Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition*



Science 

credits

Biology
Chemistry or Physics

Lab Course ( Physical Science, Earth Science, Geology,  
Environmental Science, Ecology, and others)

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205



Math 

credits

Algebra I or Integrated Math I 
Geometry or Integrated Math II
Algebra II or Integrated Math III

Higher Level Math Course

Students must be enrolled in a Mathematics course each 
school year. 

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205



Social Studies 

credits

World History
Geography

U.S. History
Economics (0.5 credits)

Civics (0.5 credits)

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205



Personal Finance

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205

Physical Education

credits

credits

May be waived for students not going to a university to 
expand and enhance the elective focus

Participation in school sponsored athletics, band, 
JROTC, cheerleading, and intramural athletics may be 

substituted for the 0.5 credit in Physical Education, but 
the school must approve it.



Wellness:        credit

Foreign Language:        credits
Credits must be in the same foreign language. May be waived by 
the local school district for students not planning on enrolling in a 

university to expand and enhance the elective focus. Waiver 
required.

Fine Arts:        credit 
May be waived for students not planning on enrolling in 
a university to expand and enhance the elective focus.

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205



credits 

Math and Science
Career and Technical Education

Fine Arts
Humanities 

Advanced Placement (AP) / International 
Baccalaureate (IB)

Cambridge International Examinations (CIE)

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205

Elective Focus



credit 

Beginning with students who enroll in ninth (9th) grade in the 2024-25 school year or any 
subsequent school year, students will need to earn at least one (1) credit of computer science in 

high school. 
Students may fulfill this requirement by substituting computer science for the student’s fourth 
credit of mathematics, third credit of science, or an elective focus credit. Students who transfer 
from another state or country, or from a non-public school to a Tennessee high school during 

their twelfth (12th) grade year are exempt from this requirement.  

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 & 3.205

Computer Science – Coming Soon!



Coursework successfully completed in an LEA, public charter school, 
or Category I, II, or III private school, including coursework 
completed during a summer school is fully transferrable to any other 
approved school.

Credit Transfer Between Schools

Rule 0520-01-03-.03



Types of  Tennessee High 
Schools



At least one alternative school or alternative program shall 
be established and available for students in grades 7-12 
who have been suspended or expelled.
 Two or more boards may join together and establish a school attended by 

students of any such school system, or a school system can send a disciplined 
student to another system’s alternative program, provided the other system 
agrees. 

TN Code § 49-6-3402 (2021)

Alternative High Schools



Virtual schools may be established by a local school district. 
 A virtual school shall provide each student access to a curriculum that meets or 

exceeds the academic standards adopted by the state board of education. 

T.C.A. § 49-16-204

Virtual High Schools



"Public charter school” means a public school in this 
state that is established and operating under the terms 
of a charter agreement.

Public Charter High Schools

T.C.A. § 49-16-204



Each DCS facility high school shall adopt graduation requirements aligned with 
Tennessee State Board of Education Policy.

High school credits should transfer from the facility school to the public high 
school following step down-- but they often don’t-- creating risk for school drop 
out.

• For students exiting facility schools, check for missing semesters / credits on 
the transcript. 

• DCS Education Consultant can recoup missing credits due to transfer errors. 

Students in facility schools should receive special education services in accordance with 
the State Board of Education Rules, Regulations and Minimum Standards, per the DCS 
Contract Manual.

DCS Facility Schools



Category 1 Special Purpose Schools
Bledsoe Youth Academy

Cleveland Academy
Cornerstone School, New Heights School & Duncan Academy (TN Children's 

Home)
Elizabethton Academy 

Gateway Center (Helen Ross McNabb)
Mountain Youth Academy

Mt. Juliet Academy
Natchez Trace Youth Academy 

Nicholas Hobbs Academy
Norris Academy
Roane Academy
Wayne Academy 

DCS Facility Schools Examples



Beginning with grades issued in the 2022-2023 school year and thereafter, LEAs shall use the following uniform grading system for 
students enrolled in grades nine through twelve (9-12) for purposes of application for postsecondary financial assistance administered 

by the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation:

Uniform Grading Scale, 2022-2023









Recommendations
Convene a Partner Meeting:

 Get representatives from all systems at the table

 Look at the data and identify challenges

 Champion systems that eliminate barriers and 

support successful school transitions 

 Plan big, then figure out how to make it happen



Questions?
Carrie.Mason@tncourts.gov
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