





























judge is the ability to tailor the punishment to the crime and the person and not go beyond.

o)

30.  Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute or
rule) at issue? Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that supports
your response to this question. (250 words or less)

[ believe in the rule of law. I believe in the assurance that the rule of law provides, the assurances
that we must conform our behavior to the standards that society has set. It is the legislature’s job
to make the law and it is the judiciary’s job to interpret the law. It is not the place of the judge
to question the substance of the law. It is the job of any fair judge to apply the law as it is written,
to ensure that it is applied fairly, and that above all, it meets the standards set forth by the
Constitution of the United States and the State of Tennessee.

As a lawyer, I am bound to abide by laws with which I disagree. Every time I advise a client
that is in their best interest to enter a guilty plea because the proof is great despite the client’s
insistence that she is innocent is an example of me upholding the law despite my disagreement
with it. Every client deserves his or her day in court. Every client deserves to have a jury of his
or her peers decide if the State can uphold its constitutional burden. However, our system does
not allow every client to exercise those rights. Sometimes, as a public defender, I must advise
my client to accept the consequences they can live with rather than gamble with the rest of
their future. That is never an easy conversation.

REFERENCES

31; List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application.

A. Rebecca V. jstrict Public Defender, Fourth Judicial District, Office: 865-471-
2160, Cellular mail: [

B. Jeremy D. Ball, Circuit Court Judge, Fourth Judicial District, Pt. 4, Cellular:_
Email:_

C. Lisa L Lamb, East Tennessee Human Resources Agency Probation Officer, Cellular: -

- Email: llamb@ethra.org.

D. Robin Huies, Leial Secretary, Fourth Judicial District, Cellular: ||| GEEx il

E. Daniel K. Smithwick, Assistant General Counsel, Department of Children’s Services,
Formerly Regional General Counsel, Department of Children’s Services. Cellular:
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mail: Daniel. Smithwick/tn.gov.

AFFIRMATION CONCERNING APPLICATION

Read, and if you agree to the provisions, sign the following:

I have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my records
and recollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the office of
Judge of the Criminal Court for Knox County, Division 1 of Tennessee, and if appointed by the Governor,
agree to serve that office. In the event any changes occur between the time this application is filed and the
public hearing, [ hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire with the Administrative Office of the Courts
for distribution to the Commission members.

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon
filing with the Administrative Office of the Courts and that the Commission may publicize the names of
persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the
Governor for the judicial vacancy in question.

Dated: May 9, 2025 %77‘

Gnature

When completed, return this questionnaire to John Jefferson at the Administrative Office of the Courts, 511
Union Street, Suite 600, Nashville, TN 37219.

TENNESSEE TRIAL COURT VACANCY COMMISSION

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS
511 UNION STREET, SUITE 600
NASHVILLE CITY CENTER
NASHVILLE, TN 37219

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
TENNESSEE BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS

WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY

I hereby waive the privilege of confidentiality with respect to any information that
concerns me, including public discipline, private discipline, deferred discipline agreements,
diversions, dismissed complaints and any complaints erased by law, and is known to,
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recorded with, on file with the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of
Tennessee, the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct (previously known as the Court of the
Judiciary) and any other licensing board, whether within or outside the State of Tennessee,
from which I have been issued a license that is currently active, inactive or other status. 1
hereby authorize a representative of the Trial Court Vacancy Commission to request and
receive any such information and distribute it to the membership of the Commission and to
the Office of the Governor.

Please identify other licensing boards that have

(\ asn&wﬂ & \__a'\’\"\’m O(-e issued you a license, including the state issuing

Type or Print Name the license and the license number.

.Qéiiﬁm“ggg )&N@

Signature
5\a| 2025
Date

DR0225

BPR #

I Application Questionnaire for Judicial Office l Page 13 of 13 | 1/17/23 |






