Tennessee Trial Court Vacancy Commission
Application for Nomination to Judicial Office

1/17/23

Name: Emily Fave Abbott

Office Address: 101 S. Main St. Ste. 300, Clinton. TN 37716 (Anderson Co)
(including county)

Office Phone: 865-457-5640 Facsimile: 865-457-9352
Email Address: efabbott@tndagc.org
(including county)

Home Phone: N/A Cellular Phone: _—__

#

INTRODUCTION

Tennessee Code Annotated section 17-4-301 et seq. charges the Trial Court Vacancy
Commission with assisting the Governor and the People of Tennessee in finding and appointing
the best qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please consider the Commission’s
responsibility in answering the questions in this application questionnaire. For example, when a
question asks you to “describe” certain things, please provide a description that contains relevant
information about the subject of the question and, especially, that contains detailed information
that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to properly
evaluate your application, the Commission needs information about the range of your experience,
the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as integrity, fairness,
and work habits.

This document is available in Microsoft Word format from the Administrative Office of
the Courts (telephone 800-448-7970 or 615-741-2687; website www.tncourts.gov). The
Commission requests that applicants obtain the Microsoft Word form and respond directly on the
form. Respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you type in the
document.) Review the separate instruction sheet prior to completing this document. Your
complete application, including both the original and digital copies, must be received by the
Administrative Office of the Courts on or before the deadline prescribed in the Notice of Vacancy.
See section 1(g) of the application instructions for additional information related to hand-delivery
of application packages.

THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT.
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Having prosecuted in a different jurisdiction, ] am unbiased toward defendants appearing in
Knox County Criminal Court and have no conflicts with current cases. This will allow me to
immediately assist the two other judges and alleviate their already burdensome caseload.
Additionally, if appointed, I would be one of only two female judges with criminal jurisdiction
in Knox County, bringing both experience and diversity to the bench.

——eeeeeeee——— e

30.  Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute or
rule) at issue? Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that supports
your response to this question. (250 words or less)

Yes. I firmly believe that my personal morals, values, and opinions have no influence on the
rule of law.

Occasionally, my personal views or values have conflicted with what the rule of law dictates.

One such occasion occurred many years ago in a particularly egregious rape case. The
evidence of this Defendant’s guilt was overwhelming. The defendant was subsequently
indicted on his crimes including rape, statutory rape by an authority figure, and sexual
exploitation of a minor. The psychological toll these crimes took on the juvenile victim was
particularly great. Prior to substantive hearings on this case, the defendant took his own life.
As a result, this case had to be dismissed and abated ab initio—a legal doctrine requiring that
the case be stricken from any court record as if it had never occurred. The victim encountered
people within her community who did not believe her and ostracized her for the death of this
defendant. All proof of the defendant’s guilt had to be expunged, because he died prior to the
conclusion of the case. I signed the paperwork expunging all records of these crimes and the
accusations against the defendant, even though I knew that it would possibly negatively affect
the victim the rest of her life. Since that time, the Tennessee Supreme Court has abandoned the
doctrine of abatement ab intio for cases pending appeal in State of Tennessee v. Hassan Falah
Al Mutory, however that reversal would not have changed the outcome in this case.

REFERENCES
31 List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would
recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying. Please list at least
two persons who are not lawyers. Please note that the Commission or someone on its
behalf may contact these persons regarding your application.

A. David S. Clark, District Attorney General, 7® Judicial District, 101 S. Main St. Ste. 300,
Clinton, TN 37716, dsclark@tndage.org; (865) 457-5640 (w)_

B. Hon. Donald R. Elledge, Retired Circuit Court Judge, 7 Judicial District
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C. Hon. Matthew T. Tuck, Anderson County General Sessions Court Judge, Div. II, i

I -} 482-008] &)

D. Steihanie Strutner, CEO of Prevention Alliance of Temessee,F

E. Hugh Nystrom, Director of Development for Webb School of Knoxville, former Director

of Childheli, TN, former Chairman of the Knox County Commission, | NGccIING

AFFIRMATION CONCERNING APPLICATION

Read, and if you agree to the provisions, sign the following:

I have read the foregoing questions and have answered them in good faith and as completely as my records
and recollections permit. I hereby agree to be considered for nomination to the Governor for the office of
Judee of the Criminal Court, Division 1. for the 6™ Judicial District of Tennessee, and if appointed by the
Governor, agree to serve that office. In the event any changes occur between the time this application is
filed and the public hearing, I hereby agree to file an amended questionnaire with the Administrative Office
of the Courts for distribution to the Commission members.

I understand that the information provided in this questionnaire shall be open to public inspection upon
filing with the Administrative Office of the Courts and that the Commission may publicize the names of
persons who apply for nomination and the names of those persons the Commission nominates to the

Governor for the judicial vacancy in question.

Dated: m&,u\ \ \' ,20 Z.S
o
§ignat@

When completed, return this questionnaire to John Jefferson at the Administrative Office of the Courts, 511
Union Street, Suite 600, Nashville, TN 37219.
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TENNESSEE TRIAL COURT VACANCY COMMISSION

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS
511 UNION STREET, SUITE 600
NASHVILLE CITY CENTER
NASHVILLE, TN 37219

TENNESSEE BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
TENNESSEE BOARD OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
AND OTHER LICENSING BOARDS

WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY

I hereby waive the privilege of confidentiality with respect to any information that
concerns me, including public discipline, private discipline, deferred discipline agreements,
diversions, dismissed complaints and any complaints erased by law, and is known to,
recorded with, on file with the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Supreme Court of
Tennessee, the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct (previously known as the Court of the
Judiciary) and any other licensing board, whether within or outside the State of Tennessee,
from which I have been issued a license that is currently active, inactive or other status. I
hereby authorize a representative of the Trial Court Vacancy Commission to request and
receive any such information and distribute it to the membership of the Commission and to
the Office of the Governor.

Emily Faye Abbott Please identify other licensing boards that have
issued you a license, including the state issuing
Type or Print Name the license and the license number.
Signature

M \\ 2028

Date
025231

BPR #
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