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Thisworkers' compensation case is beforethis court on interlocutory appeal pursuant to Rule 9 of
the Tennessee Rules of Appellate Procedure. We granted interlocutory appeal in this case, as well
as in the companion case of McCall v. National Health Corp., to determine whether thetrial court
has the authority to initiate temporary workers' compensation benefits prior to trial. 1n accordance
with the reasoning and holding in McCall, we find that the trial court hasthis authority.

Tenn. R. App. P. 9; Judgment of the Chancery Court is Affirmed; Case Remanded

ADOLPHO A. BIRCH, Jr., J., delivered the opinion of the court, in which FRANK F. DRowoTA, I,
C.J, E. RILEY ANDERSON, JANICE M. HOLDER, and WiLLIAM M. BARKER, JJ., joined.

Gordon C. Aulgur, Nashville, Tennessee, for the appellants, ADS Environmental Services and
Zurich American Insurance.

Roger W. Hudson, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, for the appellee, William Roger Shelton.
OPINION

Thecase under submission presentsthe sameissuethat this Court addressed initscompanion
case, McCall v. National Health Corp., whichwehavejust decided in aseparate opinion. InMcCall,
we held that the trial court has the authority to initiate temporary benefits prior to trial; therefore,
McCall isdispositive of theissue presented herein. Becausewe granted review inthiscaseand have
decided to treat it as a companion case to McCall, we now apply therule articulated in McCall to
the facts of this case.
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