United States District Court
Middle District of Tennessee
704 United States Courthouse

Nashville, TN 37203-3874

E-Mail: joe_b_brown@tnmd.uscourts.gov

Joe B. Brown Office: (615) 736-2119
United States Magistrate Judge AX: (615) 736-2121

April 14, 2015

ADMDIS -0Co%Y S

James Hivner, Clerk F I L E D
Re: Rule 7, Section 5.03 .
100 Supreme Court Building APR 2 0 2015

401 Seventh Avenue, North

Nashville, Tennessee 37219-1407 Claerk o1 titc courts

Rec'd By

Dear Mr. Hivner:

I strongly support the adoption of Section 5.03 to the
Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 7 to allow the temporary admission of
qualified attorneys who are spouses of active duty service members.

: I served on active duty as a Judge Advocate from 1965 until
1971 and continued as a Reserve Judge Advocate Officer until my
retirement as a Colonel in the United States Army Reserve. I will
have been a practicing attorney for 50 years this July.

This is a much needed change to the rules as it would greatly
relieve some of the stress that the spouses of our active duty
service members face. Unfortunately, with the increased activities
of the military in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as continued
deployments to Korea and other locations worldwide, service members
are moving far more often than was prevalent in the past. Their
spouses will accompany them to a stateside post or remain near
their last post during overseas deployment. These spouses need
gainful employment. The legal problems facing service members are
often unique to the service. Many times it is difficult for them to
find attorneys who are experienced with military matters. Spouses
of military members who are attorneys are in a unique position to
assist in filling this wvoid, and it will allow them to have
meaningful employment.

The spouses will be attorneys duly licensed in one or more
jurisdictions and fully subject to the discipline of their home
state as well as Tennessee should they gain admission under this
rule. Given the temporary nature of the exemption, it is not a
backdoor approach to allow full admission to practice in Tennessee
for an extended period of time.
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As a Magistrate Judge in the Middle District of Tennessee, I
would have no reservations whatsoever about having a spouse
admitted under the proposed rule practicing before me. From my
judicial and military experience, I am fully satisfied that they
would provide excellent representation. The ability to practice
their profession would greatly relieve the stress caused by the
military service and deployment of their spouses.

Sincerely,

nited States Magistrate Judge
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