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September 30, 2009

The Honorable Michael Catalano
Clerk, Tennessee Supreme Court
Supreme Court Building, Room 100
401 Seventh Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37219

IN RE: AMENDMENT TO RULE 9 -
RULES OF THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT
No, M2004-01818-5C-R1L2-RL

Dear Mike:

Attached please find an original and six copies of the Comment of the
Tennessee Bar Association in reference to the above matter,

As always, thank you for your cooperation. | remain,

Very truly yours,

)4 —

Allan F, Ramsaur
Executive Director

cc: Chief Justice Janice Holder, Tennessee Supreme Court

Justice Cornelia Clark, Tennessee Supreme Court

Justice Gary Wade, Tennessee Supreme Court

Justice William Koch, Tennessee Supreme Court

Justice Sharon Lee. Tennessee Supreme Court

Margaret Behm. Chair. TSC Access To Justice Commission

Doug Blaze, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Katie Edge, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Francis Guess, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Buck Lewis, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Greg Ramos, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

D. Billye Sanders, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Maura Smith, Member, TSC Aeccess To Justice Commission

Dr. Frank Thomas, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Bill Young, Member, TSC Access To Justice Commission

Rebecca Rhodes, TSC Access To Justice Coordinator

TBA Executive Commilice

Debra House, Chair, TBA Access To Justice Committee

e x Tennessee Bar Center

Service List 277 Fourth Avenue Morth, Suite 40
Mashville, Tennessee 372192198
(615} 383-T421 = (800) 899-6993
FAX (615) 297-8058
woarw T org
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE
AT NASHVILLE

SEP'30 AM10:80

| ik

IN RE: AMENDMENT TO RULE 9, No. M2009-01818-SC-RL2-RL |
RULES OF THE TENNESSEE

SUPREME COURT

o N S R S

COMMENT OF THE TENNESSEE BAR ASSOCIATION

INTRODUCTION

The Tennessee Bar Association (“TBA™), by and through its President, Gail
Vaughn Ashworth; Immediate Past President George T. “Buck” Lewis; Chair of its
Access To Justice Committee. Debra House: General Counsel. William L.
Harbison; and Executive Director, Allan F. Ramsaur, recommends that lawyers be
required to respond to a request for a report of the number of hours spent each year

on pro bono legal services.



BACKGROUND

After endorsement by the TBA House of Delegates, the TBA Board of Governors
unanimously resolved at its June 2008 meeting to petition this Honorable Court
recommending new pro bono service rule amendments. On November 19, 2008,
the Court filed an order publishing the TBA’s petition including the proposed
amendments and soliciting written comments from judges, lawyers, bar

associations and members of the public with a deadline of January 16, 2009.

On April 3. 2009, this Court granted two of the recommendations of the TBA
including an aspirational 50-hour annual pro bono goal for lawyers and permitting
limited conflicts checks for limited scope consultation. The Court then took under
advisement two other recommendations including the instant reporting issue. The
Court referred the proposal to require lawyers annually to respond to a request to
report the number of hours of pro bono legal services to its newly created

commission for consideration and recommendation.

The Tennessee Supreme Court Access To Justice Commission ("Commission™)

received comments and recommendations, including a draft submitted by the TBA.,

-



at the Commission’s July 17, 2009 meeting. The Commission unanimously
recommended that a rule requiring lawyers to respond to a request for information.

including a provision that the lawyer could respond that they chose not to report,

be adopted.

On September 3, 2009, this Court published for comment a proposal to make pro
bono reporting wholly voluntary. The TBA respectfully submits that the
advancement of the cause of access to justice, encouragement of pro bono
participation and enhancement of public trust and confidence in the justice system
through measurement and reportin g of service contributed by lawyers all lead to

the conclusion that required reports are needed.

The arguments cited in the TBA s original petition are even more true today than
they were 15 months ago. The economic situation has worsened with
unemployment in Tennessee topping ten and seven tenths percent (10.7%). This
economic crisis has generated more demand for legal aid and pro bono services for

poor Tennesseans.

tad



The ABA Center for Pro Bono reports that there are now cight (8) states which
have required pro bono reporting including Florida and Mississippi among the
Southeastern states. For more information about the status of other state policies,

please see www.abanet.org/legalservices/probo no/reportine. html.

What is proposed by the TBA and endorsed by the Commission is a middle ground
proposal between a completely voluntary program and a full-blown mand atory
reporting program as is required in these eight (8) other states. This uniquely
Tennessee approach puts the full force of the Court behind its number one strategic
priority, access to justice, without treading on the wholly volunteer spirit of pro

bono service.

The TBA is strongly opposed to mandatory pro bono service. The only negative
comments received regarding TBA’s original petition objected to adoption of a

rule as a first step towards mandatory pro bono. A move towards mandatory pro
bono is not the TBA’s position and the TBA would resist vigorously any effort to

mandate pro bono service.



Both the TBA and the Commission, both of which include an extraordinarily
diverse array of lawyers, do believe that 2 requirement that lawyers respond to a
report with sanctions is needed. Such a plan will encourage pro bono service. The
plan will give the Court and the Commission an opportunity to track the effect of
recently enacted changes. It will provide good statistical data upon which the
Commission can base its recommendations due in April 2010 and will assist the
Commission in discharging its ongoing duties under Tenn. Sup. Ct. Rule 50,
Section 2. In addition, it will allow any future actions to encourage pro bono

service. Only through adequate required reporting can this happen.

Attached as Exhibit “A” is a redline of the proposal published by the Court with
changes necessary to require lawyers to respond to a request to report. In addition,
Exhibit “A” contains a new provision for Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9,
Section 20.12 which would unify, as recommended by the TBA and the
Commission, the sanctions provisions of the new Tenn. Sup. Ct. R.43 on IOLTA
and this reporting rule. This unified sanctions regime, through the levy of fees

assessed on those who do not comply, would provide the funds necessary to

administer the program by pairing it with the [OLTA report.



The TBA respectfully submits that only through a requirement that lawyers

respond to a request to report will the goals served by pro bono reporting be met.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.,

By: /s/ by permission

GAIL VAUGHN ASHWORTH (01 0656)
President, Tennessee Bar Association
Gideon & Wiseman PLC

200 4™ Avenue North, 1100 Noel Place
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 254-0400

o
ta?

: {8/ by permission

GEORGE T. LEWIS (007018)

President,

Tennessee Bar Association

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell
& Berkowitz, PC

165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000

Memphis, TN 38103

(901) 526-2000



By:

/s/ by permission

DEBRA L. HOUSE (01 3278)
Chair,

Access to Justice Committee
Legal Aid of East Tennessee
502 S. Gay Street, Suite 404
Knoxville, TN 37902

(865) 637-0484

' /s/ by permission

WILLIAM L. HARBISON (007012)
General Counsel,

Tennessee Bar Association

Sherrard & Roe, P1.C

424 Church Street, Suite 2000
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 742-4200

-

ALLAN F. RAMSAUR (5764)
Executive Director,

Tennessee Bar Association
Tennessee Bar Center

221 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-2198
(615)383-7421



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies t!
been served upon the individ
regular U.S. Mail

1al a true and correct copy of the foregoing has
uals and organizations identified i in Exhibit “B” by

- postage prepaid on < Pt 020 200

=P

Allan F. Ramsaur



ALLENDIN AFXHIBIT A
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO TENN. SUP. CT. R. 9,
NEW SECTION 20.11

201 1. Every lawyer who is required by section 20.5 to file an annual
registration statement with the Board of Professional Responsibility shall report their
pro bono service or report that they wish not to report their Service-reguested-to
rohuntarihfilea-pro-Bono reportinestatemont, reporting the extent of the lawyer's pro
bono legal services and activities during the previous calendar year, In reporting the
extent of the lawyer's pro bono legal services and activitics. the lawver is requested
dlso to state whether or not the lawyer made any voluntary financial contributions
pursuant to Tenn. Sup. Ct, R. 8, RPC 6.1(¢). but the lawyer shall not disclose the
amount of any such contributions.

The pro bono reporting statement shall be provided to the l[awyer by the Board
of Professional Responsibility with the lawyer's annual registration statement, The
lawyer iresuestedtashall complete the pro bono reporting statement and file it with
his or her annual registration statement.

The pro bono reporting statement shall be promulgated by the Board of
Professional Responsibility in substantially the following formar:

Many attorneys freely give their time and talents to improve our
profession, our system of justice and our communities. Gathering
information about this volunteer work and contributions by lawyvers is
essential 1o etforts to obtain and to maintain funding for civil and
criminal legal services for the indigent and for promoting and
maintaining the image of the legal profession. For that reason. the
Supreme Court of Tennessee resiests-requires that you kbbb
report the extent of your pro bono activities in the preceding calendar
year or report that vou wish nol to report this service or contributions.

(1) I hereby report that in the calendar yvear covered by this report |
performed the approximate number of hours of pro bono service
indicated: breartwvorked-upprosimtely:

hours in providing legal services without fee or expectation of
fee to persons of limited means, see Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 8, RPC
6.1(a)(l);

hours in providing legal services without fee or expectation of
fee to charitable. religious, civic, community, governmental, and
educational organizations in matters that are designed primarily to
address the needs of persons of limited means, see Tenn. Sup, Ct. R,
8, RPC 6.1(a)(2);



hours in the delivery of legal services at nio fee or at
substantially reduced fee to individuals. groups. or organizations
seeking 1o secure or protect civil rights, civil liberties. or public
rights, or charitable religious, civic. community, governmental . and
educational organizations in matters in furtherance of their
organizational purposes. where the payment of standard e gal fees
would significantly deplete the organization's economic resources or
would be otherwise inappropriate. see Tenn. Sup. ('t R. §, RPC
6.kl

hours in the delivery of legal services at a substantially reduced
fee to persons of limited means, see Tenn. Sup. Ct, R. 8, RPC 6.1
(b)(2):

hours participating in activities for improving the law, the legal
system, or the legal profession. see Tenn. Sup, C1. R, 8. RPC
6.1 (b)(3).

(2) I voluntarily contributed financial support to organizations that
provide legal services to persons of limited means. see Tenn. Sup. Ct,
R.8,.RPC6lc): yes: no. (Please do not disclose the amount
of any such contributions.)

[CHOOSE NOT TO REPORT AS PERMITTED BY TENN. SUP. (T R.9,

The Board of Professional Responsibility may promulgate such forms, policies
and procedures as may be necessary to implement this rule._Failure to report as
provided in this subsection shall be subject to fees for delinquent compliance . non-
compliance and suspension as provided in Tenn, Sup. C1. R, 9, §20.12

The individual information voluntarily provided by lawyers in the pro bono
reporting statements filed pursuant to this section shall be confidential and shall not
be a public record. The Board of Professional Responsibility shall not release any
individual information contained in such statements, except as directed in writing by
the Tennessee Supreme Court or as required by law. The Board. however. may
compile statistical data derived from the statements, which data shall not identify any
individual lawyer. and may release any such compilations to the public.



Section 15. Upon it receipt of a lawyer's certification under Section 14 of this
Rule, the Tennesses Bar Foundation shall, on or before March 31 of each year., report
to the Board of Professional Responsibility any evidence of the lawyer's
noncompliance known by the Tennessee Bar Foundation. Noncom pliance with Tenn,
Sup. Ct. R. 43 or Tenn. Sup. CL.R.9.§ 20.11 will result in the following action:

(a) On or before May 15 of each year, the Board of Professional
Responsibility shall compile a list of those lawyers who are not in compliance
with Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 43 or Tenn. Sup. Ct.R.9,§ 20.11. On or before the
first business day of May of each year, the Board of Professional
Responsibility shall serve each lawyer on the list compiled under Tenn. Sup.
Ct.R. 43 or Tenn, Sup. Ct.R.9,§ 20.11 a Notice of Noncompliance requiring
the lawyer to remedy any deficiencies identified in the Notice on or before
May 31 of that year, Each lawyer to whom a Notice of Noncompliance is
issued shall pay to the Board of Professional Responsibility a Noncompliance
Fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). Such Noncompliance Fee shal| be paid
on or before May 3| of that year, unless the lawyer shows 1o the satisfaction of
the Chief Disciplinary Counsel that the Notice of Noncompliance was
erroneously issued, in which case no such fee shall be due.

(b) On or before May 31 of that year, each lawyer on whom a Notice of
Noncompliance is served also shall file with the Board of Professional
Responsibility an affidavit, in the form specified by the Board of Professional
Responsibility, attesting that any identified deficiencies have been remedied.
In the event a lawyer fails to timely remedy any such deficiency or fails to
timely file such affidavit. the lawyer shall pay 1o the Board of Professional
Responsibility, in addition to the Noncompliance Fee, a Delinquent
Compliance Fee of Twa Hundred Dollars ($200.00).

{¢) On or before June 30 of each year, the Board of Professional
Responsibility shall:

(1) prepare a proposed suspension Order listing all lawyers who
were issued Notices of Noncompliance and who failed to remedy their
deficiencies by May 31:

(i1) submit the proposed Suspension Order to the Supreme
Court: and

(iii) serve a copy of the proposed Suspension Order on each
lawyer named in the Order.

The Supreme Court will review the proposed Suspension Order and
enter such order as the Court may deem appropriate suspending the law license
of each lawyer deemed by the Court to be not in comphance with the
requirements of Tenn. Sup. Ct, R. 43 or Tenn. Sup. Ct.R.9,§20.11.

(d) Each lawyer named in the Suspension Order entered by the Court shall file
with the Board of Professional Responsibility an affidavit in the form specified
by the Board of Professional Responsibility, attesting that any identified
deficiencies have been remedied and shall pay to the Board of Professional



Responsibility, in addition to the Noncompliance Fee and the Delinquemt
Compliance Fee, a Five Hundred Dollar ($300.00) Suspension Fee as »
condition of reactivation of his or her law license. Payment of al| fees imposed
by this section shall be a requirement for compliance with Tenn. Sup. Ct.R. 43
or Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 9,8 20.11 and for reactivation of a license. The Board of
Professional Responsibility shall not reactivate the license of an y lawyer
whose license is suspended pursuant to Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 43 or Tenn. Sup. C,
R.9.§20.11 until the Chief Discip]inar}f Counsel certifies compliance with
the requirements of Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 43 or Tenn. Sup.Ct.R. 9,8 20,11,

(e) All notices required or permitted to be served on a lawyer under the
provisions of Tenn. Sup. Ct, R. 43 or Tenn, Sup. CL.R. 9, 20.11 shall be
served by United States Postal Service Certified Mail, return recei pt requested,
at the address shown in the most recent registration statement filed by the
lawyer pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 9, Section 20.5. and shall be deemed

Lo have been served as of the postmark date shown on the Certified Mail
Receipt.



Adele Anderson

Tennesses Board of Law Examiners
"401 Church Street. Suite 22000
Mashville TH 37243

Barri Bernstain
Tennessee Bar Foundation
618 Church 5t Suite 120
Mashville TN 37219

Jarry Black

TN Assn of Criminal Defense Lawyers
1505 W Cumberland Ave

4965 Roberson Springs Rd,

Knoxville TN 37996

Doug Blaze

University of Tennesses College of Law
1505 W, Cumberland Ave

Knoxville TN 37923

Leilani Boulware

Lawyers Fund for Client Prolection
34254 Richards St

Mashville TN 37215

Eeth Brooks

East Shelby County Bar Assn
2289 Union Ave

Memphis TH 38104

Hewitt Chatman

Ballard-Taylor Bar Association
511 Algie Nesly Ad

Denmark TH 38391

Randy Chism

Tennessee Commission CLE
PO Box 2580

127 5 First 5t

Union City TN 38281

Erik Cole

Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services
50 Vantage Way Suite 250

Mashville TH 37228

Isaac Conner
Mapisr-Looby Bar fAssn
1223 5th Avenue .
Mashville TN 27208

Isaac Conner

Tennessee Alliance for Black Lawyers
1223 5th Avenue M.

Mashville TN 37208

Walter Crouch

Federal Bar Assn-Nashvilla Chapter
P O Box 198965

211 Union 5t Suite 2700

Mashwille TN 372149

Barbara Deans-Campbell

Ben Jones Chapter - Natignal Bar Association

408, Main Ste. 2250
Mermphis TN 38103

Doug Dooley

Tennessee Delense Lawyers Azsn
801 Broad Street 3rd Flaor
Chattanooga TH 37402

Melanie Grand

Lawyers Association for Women
P O Box 190583

Mashville TH 37219

Chris Guthrig

Vanderbilt University School ot Law
131 21st Ave. South Roam 108
Mashville TN 37203

Jennifer Hagerman

Association for Womean Aftorneys
130 North Court Avenue

Memphis TN 38103

Trey Harwell

Mashville Bar Association
150 4th Ave N Ste 2000
Mashville TN 37219

Amy Hollars

Tennessee Lawyers Assn for Warmen
P.0. Box 88

1010 E Main St

Livingston TN 38570

Lynda Hood

Chattanooga Bar Association

801 Broad St Suite 420 Pioneer Bldg
Chattanooga T 37402

Dieb House

ETLAW

502 5. Gay Street. Suite 404
#noxville TN 37902

Mancy Jones

Board of Professional Responsibility
1101 Kermit Drive Suite 730
Mashville TN 37217

Suzanne Keith

Tennesses Association for Justice
1803 Bivision St

Mashville TN 37203

Kaz Kikkawa

Tennessea Asian Pagific American Bar As;
clo Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC

One Park Plaza 1-4-E
Mashville TN 37203

Joe Loser

Mashville School of Law
4013 Armory Oaks Drive
600 Linden Square
Mashville TH 37204

Arthur Quinn

Memphis Bar Assaciation
1661 International Pl Ste 300
Memphis TH 38103

Mario Ramas

TH Assn of-Spanish Speaking Attnys
611 Commerce St Suite 3119
MNashville T 37203



Allan Ramsaur

Tennassee Har Assaciation
221 4th Ave N Suite 400
Mashville TN 37219

Thonas Ramsay

Knoxville Bar Association
5816 Kingston Pike Ste. 301
Knoxville TM 27919

Candice Reed

Lawyers Assn for Women
Marion Griffin Rep

112 Westwood Place, Suite 350
Brentwood TN 37027

Wayne Ritchie

Tennessee Association for Justice
PO Box 1125

G058 W Main Ave Ste 300

Knoxville TH 37301

Chantelle Roberson

5.L. Hutchins Chapter - Nationai Bar Assn

832 Georgia Avenue Sta 1000
Chattanooga TN 37402

Katy Russell

SETLAW

P. 0. Box 151
Chattanooga TN 37401

Tom Scott

Board of Professional Responsibility
550 W Main 5t Ste 601

Knoxville TN 37002

Dave Shearon

Tennessee Commission CLE

221 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 300
Mashville TH 37218

Barbara Shon

T Asgsn of Criminal Defense Lawyars
810 Broadway Suite 501

Mashville TH 37203

H. Smith

Cecil €. Humphreys School of Law
3715 Central Avenue

Memphis TN 38152

Lisa Smith

Tennessep Lawyers Assn for Wornen
F. 0. Box 331214

Mashville Tenness ea 37203

Barry Steelman

Chattanooga Bar Association
214 Dunsinane Rd

Signal Mountain TN 37377

Libby Sykes

Administrative Officas of the Courts
511 Union 5t Suite 600

Mashville T 37219

George Underwood

William Henry Hastie Chapter - National Bar As

800 South Gay Street Suite 1 100
Knoxvilla TN 37929

Ricky Wilking

Tennesses Board of Law Examiners
66 Monroz Ave Ste 103

Memphis Th 38103

Marsha Wilson

Knaxville Bar Association
PO Box 2027

505 Main 5t Sujte 50
Knoxville TH 37801

Gigi Woodruf

Mashville Bar Association
315 Union Street Suite 800
Mashville TN 37201




Hardin County Bar Aszn

Marcy Adeock

Warran County Bar Assn

FC Box 349

308 W. Morrord St Suite 105
Me Minnwvilie Tie 3711 1

Bill Allen

Anderson Gounty Bar Ass
135 S Hiinois Ave Ste 104
136 5. llinois Ave. Suite 104
Oak Ridge TN 37830

Keith Alley

Loudon County Bar Assn
802 East Broadway Streat
902 East Broadway Strest
Lenair City TN 37771

Peter Alliman

Monroe County Bar Aszn
135 Caollege St
Madisamville TN 37354

Mark Blakley

Scott County Bar Assn
PO Box 240
Hunisville TN 37756

Ben Boston

Lawrence County Bar Assn
P O Box 357

235 Waterloo St
Lawrenceburg TN 38454

Lea Bowles

Marshall County Bar Assn
520 M Ellington Pkwy
Lewisburg TN 37091

Canigl Boyd

Hawkins County Bar Assn
P. Q. Box 208

155 East Main St
Rogersville TN 37857

Damon Campbei|
Obian County Bar Assn
PO Box 427

7 8. Third 3t

Union City TH 38281

William Cockent

Johnson County Bar Assn
PO Box 108

Mountain City TN 876830108

Daryl Calson

Owvertan County Bar Assn
211 N Church St
Livingston TN 38570

Kaith Caolston

Rutherford-Cannon County Bar Assn

P.O. Box 1334
106 East College St
Murfreesbora TH 37130

Bratten Cook

Dekalb County Bar Assn
104N 3rd St

Smithville TN 37168

Suzanne Cook

Washington County Bar Assn
100 Med Tach Parkway Suite 110
Johnson City TN 37804

Jerred Craasy

Dickson County Bar Assn
230 N Main St

Dickson TN 37055

Tam Crder

Gibson County Bar Assn
P.C Box 180

1302 Main Street
Humboldr TH 38343

Creed Daniel

Grainger County Bar Assn

PO Box &

Courthouse Sq 115 Marshall Ave
Hutledge TN 37851

Brad Davidson

Cocke County Bar Assn
317 East Main Street
MNewpor TN 37821

Michasi Davis

Morgan County Bar Assn
PO Box 925

Wartburg TN 37887

Kyle Dodd

Giles County Bar Assn
PO Box 409

211 W Madison 5t
Pulaski T 384738

William Dougias

Lauderdale County Bar Assn
P O Box 489

108 N-Main St

Rigley TH 380853

Joseph Ford

Frankiin County Bar Assn
17.8 College st
Winchestar Trd 37308

Andrew Frazier

Benton County Bar Assn
P O Box 208

115 E Main

Camden TN 38320

James Hayes

Putnam County Bar Asan
PO BOX 3294

2105 0ld

CODKEVILLE TN 38502

Jason Holly

Carar County Bar Assn
420 Railroad Strest
Blizabethton TN 37643

John Halt

Heberson Caunty Bar Assh
121 5th Ave W

Springfield TN 37172

Carmon Hooper

Haywood County Bar Assn
P O Box 55

10°3 Court Square
Brownsville TN 38012

Steve Huret
Kingsport Bar Assn
PO Box as
Kingsport TN 37662

Mike Jenne

Bradiey County Bar Assn
PC Box 161

280 N Ocoee St
Clevaland TH 37364



Caroline Knight

Cumberiand County Bar Assn
28 W Filth Street

Crossville TN 38555

Gregary Lettaw

Rozne County Bar Assn
PO Box 63

109 Morth Frant Avanue
Rockwood TN 37854

Mati Maddox

Carroll County Bar Assn
F O Box 827

19895 E Main 5t
Huntingdon TN 38344

Hansel McCadams
F'Eris-HEI'Irj.l' County Bar Assn
PO Box 627

100 Court Square

Humlngdun T 38344

James Mckenzie

Twelith Judicial District Bar Assn
1475 Market St Rm 20z

Dayion TN 37321

William Mitchall

White County Bar Assn
112 South Main Strest
Sparta TH 33583

Diavid Myers

Union County Bar Assn
PO Box 13

105 Monme St
Maynardville TN 37807

Timothy Maiteh

Lake County Bar Assn
227 Church St
Tiptonville T 38079

Craig Mortheott

Coftee County Bar fissn
1301 E. Carroll 5t
Tullahoma TM 37388

Fuss Parkes

Maury County Bar Assn
102 West 7th 5t
Columbia Ty 38401

Adam Parrish

Filteenth Judica) District Bay Assn

M2 E High st
Lebanon TN 37087

David Pollard

Campbell Coy nty Bar Assn
PO Box 435

Liberty And Church
Jacksboro TN 37757

Michael Pugh

Montgomery County Bar Assn

118 Frankiin 51
Clarksville T 37040

Jason Randolph

Jetfarson County Bar Assn
PO Box g2g

Dandridge TN 37725

Dora Salinas

Cheatham County Bar Assn
104 Fray St

104 Frey St

Ashland City TH 37015

Randall Self

Lincoln County Bar Assn
P O Box 501

1314 E Market 5t
Fayettevills TN 37334

Charles Sexton

Sevier County Bar Assn
111 Commerce St
Sevigndlle TN 37852

Todd Shelton

Greena Counly Bar Assn
100°S Main St
Greeneville TH 37743

Lois Shults-Davis
Unicol County Bar Aszsn
PO Box 128

111 Gay Street

Erwin TN 376850

Todd Siraky

Jackson-Madison County Bar Assn

P.O. Box 1147
209 E Main St
Jackson T 38302

David Stanifer

Claiborne County Bar Assn
PO Baox 217

1735 Main 5t

Tazeweli TN 37879

Richard Swanson
Hamblen County Bar Assn
717 W Main st Sie 100
Morristown TN 37814

James Taylor

Ahea County Bar Asen
1374 Railroad St Se 400
Davton THN 37321

Harriet Thompson
Hardeman County Bar Assn
F O EBox 800

205 East Market &t

Bolivar TM 38008

David Tipton
Bristol Bar Assn
PO Box 787
Bristol TN 37820

Billy Townsend

Decatur, Lewis,

Perry, Wayne Counties Har Assn
28 West Linden Ave

Hohenwald Ty JBag2

Jeffery Washburn
Weakiey County Bar Assn
F.0. Box 199

117 N. Poptar 51,

Dresden T 38005

Jack Welch

Williamson Gounty Bar Assn
121 181 Ava 5 Ste 200
Franklin Th 37064

Jahn White

Bedford County Bar Assn

F O Box 189

111 Norh Spring St Ste 202
Shelbyville TM 37152

Robern White

Biount County Bar Assn
371 Ellis Ave

Maryville TH 37804



John Les Williams
Humphreys Co unty Bar Assn
102 5 Coun Square

102 South Court Square
Waverly TN 37185

Matthew Willis

Dyer County Bar Assn
PO Box H

322 Church Ave. .
Dyershueg TN 38025

Tish Wilsdort

Hickman County Bar Assn
820 Hwy 100

121 Cabin Dr.

Centerville TN 37033

Danatd Winder

MehMinn-Meigs County Bar Assn
PO Box 623

10 W Madison Ave

Athens TN 37371

James Witherington
Tipton County Bar Assn
PO Box G922

205 S Main Street
Covington TN 33018

Lanca Wray

Sumner County Bar Assn

131 Maple Row Blvd Ste A-101
Hendersonville TN 37075
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MArcia M. MCMURRAY

September 9, 2009

Michael W. Catalano, Clerk
100 Supreme Court Building
401 Seventh Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37219-1407

Re: Proposed Amendment to Rule 9
M2009-01818-SC-RL2-RL

Dear Mr. Catalano:

This letter is in response to the proposed amendment to Rule 9, regarding
voluntary reporting of pro bono services and contributions.

I provide a great deal of pro bono service each year and I contribute regularly to
legal aid organizations. However, I am opposed to reporting this information, because I am
concerned that any reporting is a step along the way to mandatory pro bono service and
mandatory reporting. Hopefully this will not be the case in Tennesse€. Pro bono service should
be rendered freely and voluntarily, and not under any mandate. .

It appears from reading the proposed amendment that it has been improved from
the initial proposal that came hefore the TRA House of Delegates, which was a requirement fo
report with an opt out provision. I hope this is the case. If the amendment is approved, I hope
the reporting form will state very clearly that it is not necessary to complete the form. The form
should be only an additional page with no repercussions for not completing and returning it.

With best regards, I am |

Sincerely yours, }

rpuci, b Aum,d,{

Marcia M. ‘\/IcMurray
For the Firm



