2022
COUNTY COURTROOM SECURITY REPORT

Per statute, this survey must be completed each year. Completion of this survey will
require input from multiple people, including court clerks, court officers, and judges.

COURTHOUSE(S) AND COURTROOMS

1. How many courthouses are in your county, including criminal justice
centers with courtrooms? 1

a. Ifthere is more than one courthouse, please explain what types of court are held in

which locations (where is circuit court, chancery court, general sessions, and juvenile
court held?)

We have one Courthouse in Sevier County.

Inside of our Courthouse we have the following:

Two (2) Circuit Court Rooms

One (1) General Sessions Court Room

One (1) Chancery Court Room

One (1) Small Court Room (seats 10-12) used for Grand Jury occasionally

One (1) County Commission Room that is utilized at times for Juvenile Court proceedings
and Child Support Court.

2. Number of courtrooms used only for state Circuit Court, state Criminal
Court, Chancery Court, or Probate Court.

3. Number of courtrooms used only for General Sessions Court and/or

4. Number of courtrooms used for both state court and county courts.

5. Number of courtrooms in your county that are no longer used for official
state or county proceedings (ex. Ceremonial or historical courtrooms that
are no longer in use for official proceedings).

Juvenile Court. 2
6
0

6. Total number of courtrooms in your county. Do NOT include
ceremonial courtrooms no longer in use for official proceedings. Please
note the total number of courtrooms in your county is used to evaluate
whether your county meets the minimum security standards.




SILENT BENCH PANIC BUTTONS (MCSS #1)

1. Number of courtrooms equipped with a silent bench panic button connected
to law enforcement. 6
2. Number of court clerk public transaction counter areas in all of your

courthouses. Please include public transaction counters for Circuit,
Criminal, Chancery, General Sessions and/or Juvenile Court clerks.

a. Number of court clerk public transaction counters equipped with a silent

bench panic button connected to law enforcement.

8

BULLET-PROOF BENCHES/WORK AREAS (MCSS # 2)

1.

Number of courtrooms equipped with a bullet-proof bench.

2.

Number of courtrooms with bullet-proof court clerk work area.

COURT OFFICERS (MCSS #3 and #4)

1. Isan armed, uniformed guard in each courtroom during court? Yes
a. Ifno, is a court officer available in the courthouse? N/A

2. Does your county have dedicated court officers or does it utilize on-duty Yes-POST
law enforcement when there are court proceedings? (dedicated, mix, on- Certified
duty) Court Security

3. Do court proceedings impact your county’s ability to respond to
emergencies in other areas of your county? N 0o

4. Did your court officers attend court security training in 20227 Yes-plus additional
a. Ifno, how often do court officers in your county attend training? N/A

5. Have the judicial staff and courthouse personnel from your county attended
a court security briefing in 20227 YeS

HAND-HELD DETECTORS/MAGNETOMETERS (MCSS #5)

1. Total number of hand-held detectors in your county courthouse(s). 18

2. Total number of stand-alone magnetometers in each county courthouse. 5

3. Does your county have sufficient security staff to operate magnetometers

during regular business hours?

Yes-when fully staffed




SIGNAGE (MCSS # 6)

1. Does each of the court buildings in your county have signage posted at each

Yes
court access entrance stating that persons are subject to search by security
personnel, that prohibited items are subject to seizure and forfeiture, and
include a listing of the prohibited items?
HAND-HELD INSPECTION MIRRORS (MCSS #7)
1. Do you have at least one hand-held inspection security mirror per county Y
courthouse? €S
COURT SECURITY COMMITTEE
1. Does your county have a court security committee? Yes
a. If yes, did the committee meet this year to review security issues and %
make recommendations? €S
VIDEO ARRAIGNMENT & CONFERENCING
1. Does your county utilize video arraignment and conferencing? Yes
a. If yes, how many courtrooms have video arraignment and
conferencing capabilities? 4
b. What type of video arraignment system do you utilize (i.e. BIS, Court Call&
c. Can your county consistently connect with TDOC facilities for
virtual proceedings? N 0o
d. If you cannot consistently connect with TDOC facilities, would doing

so decrease the amount of inmate transfers to your county?

NoO

2. Does your county utilize video conferencing for hearings, conferences,
and other types of judicial proceedings (not just criminal court)?

Arraignments

capabilities for judicial proceedings?

a. If yes, how many courtrooms have the capability to hold video
Conference proceedlngs? General Sessions & Circuit
- - s
b. What type of video conferencing systems do you utilize? Court Call &
Zoom
c. Does your county need additional or upgraded video conferencing

NO




Please list any security measures that you have taken to improve your facilities and/or to
protect personnel between December 1, 2021 and November 30,2022.

. Officers participated in an active shooter drill involving the whole courthouse staff and employees.
. Officers received two new ipads and a laptop to help watch cameras when at security post.

. Body cameras were issued to a portion of the Court Security Officers.

. We sent one of the Court Security Officers to crisis intervention training.

. New computer system for the cameras.

. Keyless entry lock for criminal circuit court room.

. Every Officer received new ear mics for his or her radio.

. Relocated light switch for circuit criminal courtroom for safety reasons.

O~NOOTHAWNPE

Please describe any recent court security incidents in your county or unique court security
issues facing your county.

The SCSO responded to approximately 105 documented CADS or calls for service regarding incidents at the Courthouse from January 1, 2022 until present day (December 22,
2022)

The majority of these CADs are the result of arrests made within the Courthouse during normal courtroom proceedings.

In addition:

1. Individual threated to come in and shoot up the courtroom in child support court. In response we staffed more officers and intensified security at multiple courthouse entrances.

2. One of our Judges received a death threat from a prior defendant. We made sure everybody was aware of the situation with pictures of the defendant and officers increased
security measures.

3. There was a victim's parent that threatened to kill an attorney involved in the case. The judge ordered that the parent not be allowed in the courtroom, and we had to restrain the
parent from coming in the courthouse and also had a confrontation in the parking lot with the same individual and attorney.

4. We had an individual file multiple order of protections based on delusional fantasies about his dad placing bombs across the world. Individual subsequently told the Sheriff's Office
that there were bombs placed in our Circuit Court Clerk's office. So, we evacuated and cleared the office to verify that there were no explosives.

5. Unidentified male was walking around the courthouse filming in the hallways and offices. The same unidentified male started harassing some of the staff and officers. Over a span
of time officers were able to identify the individual and found out he had a lengthy felonious criminal history. Once confronted the individual stopped coming around.

Please explain if and how security staffing issues have impacted court security in
your county.

Just as in 2021, we are still facing spacing challenges and awaiting the construction of
the new Courts Building. We are still utilizing video conferencing so this process is
helping somewhat with high volumes of inmate movement. We have been chronically
short staffed in Court Security this year and we have had to utilize both Corrections and
Patrol manpower (and they are short staffed too) in order to be able to provide both
courtroom security and utilize the magnetometers and security stations.

What are your highest priority needs related to improving court security in your county?

Our old Courthouse was not designed with court security in mind. There are business
and fee offices located on both sides of the criminal court corridor. The building is not
secure, we secure the court rooms to the best of our ability. Our highest priority is the
need for continued staff training in responding to critical incidents, active shooters and
responding to the mental health consumers and the process of the construction of the
brand new secure Courts Building.




2022

COUNTY COURTROOM SECURITY REPORT

Please include the name of the PERSON preparing this report, the COUNTY that you
represent, and your full contact information.

This report was prepared by: Stephanie Hodges

Date. 1212212022

Deputy Chief of Operations

Please print title:
Sevier

County:

Telephone Number: 865-453-4668
Email Address: Shodges@seviercountytn.gov

Please return this form by email, fax, or mail
no later than January 6, 2023 to:

Barbara Peck
Administrative Office of the Courts
Nashville City Center
511 Union Street, Suite 600
Nashville, TN 37219
Phone — (615) 741-2687 Ext. 1090
Fax — (615) 741-6285
Email — barbara.peck@tncourts.gov
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