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 The Governor’s Council for Judicial Appointments 

State of Tennessee 
Application for Nomination to Judicial Office 

 

 
Name:         Thomas J. Wright 

 
Office Address: 
(including county) 

128 S. Main St., Suite 201 
Greeneville, TN 37743, Greene County 

 
Office Phone:  423-639-5204 Facsimile: 423-636-7506 

 
Email Address:  

 
Home Address: 
(including county) 

 
Greeneville, TN 37745, Greene County 

 
Home Phone:  Cellular Phone:   

 
INTRODUCTION 

 The State of Tennessee Executive Order No. 54 hereby charges the Governor’s Council 
for Judicial Appointments with assisting the Governor and the people of Tennessee in finding 
and appointing the best and most qualified candidates for judicial offices in this State. Please 
consider the Council’s responsibility in answering the questions in this application. For example, 
when a question asks you to “describe” certain things, please provide a description that contains 
relevant information about the subject of the question, and, especially, that contains detailed 
information that demonstrates that you are qualified for the judicial office you seek. In order to 
properly evaluate your application, the Council needs information about the range of your 
experience, the depth and breadth of your legal knowledge, and your personal traits such as 
integrity, fairness, and work habits. 

This document is available in word processing format from the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (telephone 800.448.7970 or 615.741.2687; website www.tncourts.gov). The Council 
requests that applicants obtain the word processing form and respond directly on the form. Please 
respond in the box provided below each question. (The box will expand as you type in the 
document.) Please read the separate instruction sheet prior to completing this document. Please 
submit your original, hard copy (unbound), completed application (with ink signature) and any 
attachments to the Administrative Office of the Courts. In addition, submit a digital copy with 
your electronic or scanned signature.  The digital copy may be submitted on a storage device 
such as a flash drive that is included with your hard-copy application, or the digital copy may be 
submitted via email to ceesha.lofton@tncourts.gov. 

 
THIS APPLICATION IS OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION AFTER YOU SUBMIT IT. 

mailto:ceesha.lofton@tncourts.gov
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PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
1. State your present employment. 

I am a Circuit Court Judge for the 3rd Judicial District, State of Tennessee 
 

2. State the year you were licensed to practice law in Tennessee and give your Tennessee 
Board of Professional Responsibility number. 

1984, BOPR #010695 

3. List all states in which you have been licensed to practice law and include your bar 
number or identifying number for each state of admission.  Indicate the date of licensure 
and whether the license is currently active.  If not active, explain. 

Tennessee, see answer to No. 2 
 

4. Have you ever been denied admission to, suspended or placed on inactive status by the 
Bar of any state?  If so, explain.  (This applies even if the denial was temporary). 

No 
 

5. List your professional or business employment/experience since the completion of your 
legal education.  Also include here a description of any occupation, business, or 
profession other than the practice of law in which you have ever been engaged (excluding 
military service, which is covered by a separate question). 

9/06-present  Circuit Court Judge, 3rd Judicial District, State of Tennessee 
9/98-9/06      General Sessions Court & Juvenile Court Judge for Greene County 
4/92-9/98      Assistant Federal Defender, Federal Defender Services of Eastern Tennessee, Inc. 
9/86-4/92      Private Practice of Law 
                         Thomas J. Wright, P.C. practicing in an association of attorneys:  
                         Dietzen, Atchley & Wright; 
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                         Summers, McCrea & Wyatt, P.C.;  

                         Stophel & Stophel, P.C. 
7/85-9/86     Federal Judicial Law Clerk 
                          Chief U.S. District Judge Thomas G. Hull, Eastern District of Tennessee  
8/83-6/85     Coordinator of Ministry to the Legal Profession, Josh McDowell Ministry,      
                           Campus Crusade for Christ 
1993-2000    Adjunct Faculty, Walters State Community College teaching various classes in the 
                             Legal Assistant Program and at the East Tennessee Regional Law Enforcement      
                             Academy 
1991-1992     Adjunct Faculty, Chattanooga State Community College teaching Business Law 
1994-2005     Partner, T-N-T Explosive Growth Poultry Production. Contract broiler production 
                             operation. It was a family farm partnership, in which I was a general partner. 
       I have also assisted, advised, managed, overseen and/or worked in all other aspects of family 
business interests in commercial and residential real estate, farming operations in hay, silage, 
tobacco, dairy, and beef production, software as a service, and athletic equipment sales. 
      During law school I earned my tuition by working in the Panhellenic Building at U. T. and as 
a Law Clerk at Carty, Garlington & Boswell in Knoxville. I also worked as a Law Clerk at Gulf 
Coast & Great Plains Legal Foundation during the Summer of 1982. 
       Prior to law school I worked as a counselor at Kanakuk Camp, in construction, landscaping, 
in a warehouse for a delivery service, and as a dishwasher and busboy at a restaurant. 

 

6. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your legal education, 
describe what you did during periods of unemployment in excess of six months. 

Not applicable 
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7. Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major areas of law in which 
you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 

          I am presently a Circuit Court Judge in the 3rd Judicial District of Tennessee. The District 
is made up of Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, and Hamblen counties. My colleagues and I rotate 
through the counties on a monthly basis. I hear civil matters almost exclusively at this point, but 
my docket has been 90% civil and 10% criminal throughout my tenure as Circuit Court Judge. I 
also hear Chancery Cases as well as out of district cases when needed due to recusal of other 
judges.  
          When I was elected our district had no formal case assignment system, no local rules, and 
no system designating courtroom use among the 4 circuit judges. Within a year of my election, 
with assistance from my colleagues, we instituted a formal and random case assignment system, 
a courtroom assignment system, and, implemented our first set of Local Rules. Once the pending 
cases had been assigned to individual judges, I undertook a review of all pending cases assigned 
to me and found cases that had been languishing for over 10 years. I worked hard on this backlog 
and within two years had brought my docket current to the point that most cases are disposed of 
within 12 months and very few remain pending longer than 24 months. A further description of 
my work as Circuit Judge is found in answer to Section 10, below. 

8. Describe generally your experience (over your entire time as a licensed attorney) in trial 
courts, appellate courts, administrative bodies, legislative or regulatory bodies, other 
forums, and/or transactional matters.  In making your description, include information 
about the types of matters in which you have represented clients (e.g., information about 
whether you have handled criminal matters, civil matters, transactional matters, 
regulatory matters, etc.) and your own personal involvement and activities in the matters 
where you have been involved.  In responding to this question, please be guided by the 
fact that in order to properly evaluate your application, the Council needs information 
about your range of experience, your own personal work and work habits, and your work 
background, as your legal experience is a very important component of the evaluation 
required of the Council.  Please provide detailed information that will allow the Council 
to evaluate your qualification for the judicial office for which you have applied.  The 
failure to provide detailed information, especially in this question, will hamper the 
evaluation of your application.   

          Almost all of my legal career has been devoted to litigation in both trial and appellate 
courts. I have been involved in thousands of State and Federal civil, criminal, and administrative 
trials as an attorney, judge, and a Federal Judicial Law Clerk. As an attorney I worked on 
approximately 50 appeals in the Tennessee Court of Appeals, the Tennessee Court of Criminal 
Appeals, the Tennessee Supreme Court, the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit and the United States Supreme Court. My current judicial responsibilities are discussed in 
No. 7, above, and No. 10, below. 

Private Practice 
          My private practice overwhelmingly involved litigation. During that time approximately 
80% of my practice was civil litigation, 10% criminal litigation, and 10% non-litigation such as 
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writing a will, incorporating a business, or drafting documents for transactional matters. 
          I have practiced in a large firm doing primarily civil defense work and business-related 
litigation, a small firm doing primarily plaintiff’s personal injury and criminal defense work, and 
as a sole practitioner handling a variety of cases. I have handled everything from paternity to 
products liability and from car wrecks to complicated criminal conspiracies. 

Federal Defender 
          Prior to my election as the General Sessions and Juvenile Judge of Greene County, I 
worked for six years as the Assistant Federal Defender for the U.S. District Court in Greeneville, 
Tennessee, exclusively handling federal criminal cases from arraignment through exhaustion of 
the appellate process. During this time I litigated 34 criminal appeals in the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit and authored several petitions for a writ of certiorari which were 
filed in the U.S. Supreme Court.  
          While a majority of the federal cases involved drugs and/or guns, I also represented 
individuals charged with complicated business embezzlements and alleged fraudulent 
transactions. Because federal charges often involve an alleged conspiracy, and because these 
alleged conspiracies typically extend outside East Tennessee, I represented people from many 
different cultures, locations and ethnicities.  

Summary 
          I have seen the viewpoint of the business owner, the injured claimant, the distraught 
parent, the disgruntled customer and the criminally accused. I have experienced the viewpoint of 
the trial judge who must balance all the competing interests while making life-changing 
decisions.  
          I have sentenced people to prison, but not so often that I have become immune to the 
significance of such a deprivation of liberty. I have removed children from abusive situations and 
permanently terminated parental rights more times than I want to remember, but I have not 
become calloused to the preeminent rights of parents and the possibility that they can be 
successful with the right assistance. I have learned what it is like for a police officer to conduct a 
traffic stop or respond to a domestic violence call, and have also learned how important judicial 
decisions can be in the effectiveness of law enforcement and in keeping the public and the police 
safe.  
          Having represented many litigants on both sides of a wide variety of litigation, I am keenly 
aware that each case is the single most important and serious case for those involved, no matter 
how much is at stake. As a trial judge I have tried to reflect this awareness by listening 
attentively, considering carefully, and deciding thoughtfully and in a timely manner. 
          I believe the breadth of my experience as an attorney and as a judge provides perspective 
and, in turn, facilitates understanding. Understanding is essential to the administration of justice. 
We must understand the legal and the practical issues presented by each case. We must 
understand the viewpoints of the individuals and the lawyers involved in each case. And we must 
understand the consequences and implications of our decisions. Without such understanding we 
can create well-intentioned injustice. 
          With such understanding comes wisdom, or at least a good measure of common sense. 
Sometimes common sense gets lost in the details of legal analysis. I believe my experience, 
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perspective, and understanding will sustain a common sense approach to the cases coming before 
the Court of Appeals.  

9. Also separately describe any matters of special note in trial courts, appellate courts, and 
administrative bodies. 

          As Judge Hull’s law clerk I was involved in many cases that could be considered “of 
special note,” but two stand out to me as exceptional cases. I worked with him on the Hawkins 
County Textbook case, a/k/a “Scopes II,” providing the draft opinion for him. The final decision 
is found at Mozert v. Hawkins County Public Schools, 647 F. Supp. 1194 (E.D. TN 1986). The 
case received national publicity and was the subject of a book, Battleground, by Stephen Bates. 
The decision juxtaposed two essential constitutional liberties: the right to free exercise of 
religion and the right to be free from a religion established by the state. It also involved the 
state’s interest in public education and the parental privacy interest in raising a child without 
interference from the state. 
          The other noteworthy case from my clerkship is State Industries v. Mor-Flo Industries. It 
was a complex patent infringement case involving multi-million dollar damages in which I 
provided Judge Hull with the draft opinion, which was upheld by the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit. The District Court decision is found at 639 F. Supp. 937(E.D. 
TN 1986). Because of the complexity and specialty of patent litigation, all appeals go to the 
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals rather than the regional circuit where the dispute arose. No new 
legal principle was established in the case but our analysis withstood the scrutiny of the federal 
appellate process and Judge Hull and I were gratified by the result. 
          As an attorney I handled the following cases that entailed significant legal issues: 
          Sitz v. Goodyear Truck Tire Center, 762 S.W.2d 886 (Tenn. 1988). The main issue 
involved whether the knowledge requirement for Second Injury Fund liability in a worker’s 
compensation case (found at Tenn. Code Ann. §50-6-208(a)) also necessarily applies to Second 
Injury Fund liability under subsection (b). This was an issue of first impression. 
          Summers v. Thompson, 488 U. S. 977 (1988). This was a challenge to the Tennessee 
statutory provisions allowing a municipal judge to be terminated at will by the governing body of 
the municipality. We challenged the law as a violation of the Separation of Powers doctrine 
found in the Tennessee and United States Constitutions. In addition, in the petition to the U. S. 
Supreme Court we raised the issue of whether the doctrine of Separation of Powers contained in 
Article III, Section 1 of the United States Constitution is applicable to the States through the Due 
Process and Equal Protection Clauses of the 5th and 14th Amendments to the United States 
Constitution. 
          Hamilton County Board of Education v. Asbestospray, et al, approximately 1988-1991, 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee at Chattanooga. I was associate 
counsel representing the Board of Education in its lawsuit against the manufacturers of various 
asbestos-containing insulation products which it believed it was compelled to remove from its 
school buildings to ensure student safety. The Board sought reimbursement for the costs of 
removing these materials. 
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          The case involved massive discovery efforts as both the school board and the defendants 
attempted to trace the materials found in the school buildings to their original manufacturers. The 
case also involved a significant legal question regarding the statute of limitations. Initially there 
was a class action filed against the manufacturers on behalf of all such school districts. After 
Hamilton County opted out of the class action, there was an issue as to whether the filing of the 
initial class action tolled the statute of limitations; and, whether the limitations period was 
inapplicable to the school board by application of the nullum tempis doctrine. The United States 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit agreed with our position that the nullum tempis doctrine 
prevented application of the statute of limitations against the county. 
          United States Pipe and Foundry v. Johnson, 927 F.2d 296 (6th Cir. 1991). The significant 
issue in this case was whether Tennessee’s Second Injury Fund, which is funded by private 
employer contributions, is entitled to the State’s sovereign immunity under the 11th Amendment 
to the U. S. Constitution, and therefore immune from suit in Federal Court. 
          United States v. Christian, 942 F.2d 363 (6th Cir. 1991). Whether, in a drug conspiracy 
case, the Pinkerton doctrine applies to co-conspirator’s crimes which are not specifically 
enumerated under the drug conspiracy statute, 21 U.S.C. Sec. 846. Also, whether application of 
the Pinkerton doctrine in this situation violates Due Process. 
          University of Tennessee v. Faulkner, was an administrative proceeding in which the 
University rescinded the Ph. D of a University of Tennessee Space Institute graduate student, 
based upon alleged plagiarism in the dissertation. At the direction of a professor/dissertation 
advisor Mr. Faulkner took some previously unpublished data, provided by the professor, redid 
the calculations and confirmed the results then prepared the information for publication, but 
without attribution of the original reports. The real issue was not whether the dissertation work 
should be deemed plagiarism but whether the University acted fairly. We argued that Mr. 
Faulkner was entitled to Due Process and that the University failed to provide it. The University 
provided the charges, the prosecutor, and the judge who would make the determination. In fact, 
the “judge” was actually a faculty member of the University. This case was the first proceeding 
in the memory of University officials in which a student challenged the University decision to 
rescind a diploma. An Associated Press report about the proceedings was picked up nationally 
and reported by numerous newspapers and other media sources. Subsequently, the Professor who 
advised and guided Faulkner’s dissertation work was investigated and charged in connection 
with an alleged “diplomas for contracts” scheme in which it was claimed that he helped 
employees of NASA obtain advanced degrees in exchange for them steering consulting contracts 
to his private firm.  
          United States v. Wilson, 9 F.3d 111 (table) (6th Cir. 1995). Whether one can “launder” 
proceeds from an unlawful transaction before he/she is in receipt of the proceeds. A money 
laundering conviction was reversed because a wire transfer of funds from the bank of a 
defrauded company to the defrauding defendant’s bank account was not a “monetary transaction 
in criminally derived property” under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 1957. 
          United States v. Washington, 60 F.3d 829 (table) (6th Cir. 1995). The question presented 
was whether the Fifth Amendment protection of Doyle v. Ohio, that a defendant cannot be 
impeached at trial by post-Miranda silence, should extend to post-arrest but pre-Miranda silence 
when it is shown that the defendant was aware of his right to remain silent before being 
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administered his Miranda warnings. 
          United States v. Baker, March 1996, United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Tennessee at Greeneville. This was a drug and gun case resulting from a traffic stop. The drugs 
were in the defendant’s pants and two loaded pistols were in the truck. The defendant pleaded 
guilty to the drug charge but went to trial on the charge of using or carrying a firearm during and 
in relation to a drug trafficking crime. 
          Baker was significant as the first such case to go to trial in the Eastern District of 
Tennessee following the United States Supreme Court decision of Bailey v. United States, which 
held that the “use” prong of the charged statute meant more than simply storing a gun near drugs 
to provide protection if necessary (Bailey was a reversal of Sixth Circuit law). The issue at trial 
became whether the defendant “carried” the guns “in relation to” the drug offense. We had to 
develop new jury instructions in conformance with Bailey. Mr. Baker was acquitted at trial. 
          United States v. Freshour, December 1993, U. S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Tennessee at Greeneville. This case was significant as the first major Medicaid fraud case tried 
in the Eastern District of Tennessee. It called into question the payment and approval systems of 
the Tennessee Medicaid office and highlighted the absurdity of portions of the Medicaid manual 
with its reimbursement codes, descriptions and rates. My client was acquitted of 53 counts at 
trial. Although the jury convicted Ms. Freshour on two counts, I was successful in having those 
two counts of conviction overturned by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. United States v. 
Freshour, 64F. 3d 664 (Table)(6th Cir. 1995).       

10. If you have served as a mediator, an arbitrator or a judicial officer, describe your 
experience (including dates and details of the position, the courts or agencies involved, 
whether elected or appointed, and a description of your duties).  Include here detailed 
description(s) of any noteworthy cases over which you presided or which you heard as a 
judge, mediator or arbitrator.  Please state, as to each case:  (1) the date or period of the 
proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency;  (3) a summary of the substance of each 
case; and (4) a statement of the significance of the case.  

           
          As a judge over the last 22 years my goal has been to treat everyone appearing in court 
equally, fairly, and respectfully. In large part, justice is more about the process than the result. I 
firmly believe in the axiom that “the law is no respecter of persons.” I am committed to ensuring 
that all litigants, whether appearing in suits or shackles, have an opportunity to present their case 
to a judge who is seeking to understand their perspective, discern the truth, fairly apply the law, 
and issue an impartial judgment that is not dependent upon the identity of the parties. 
 

Circuit Court Judge 
 
          As Circuit Court Judge I preside over a variety of civil and criminal cases. Approximately 
90% of the cases I have presided over have been civil and 10% have been criminal.  
 
          The civil cases consist of approximately 50% domestic relations, 30% torts, and 20% other 
types of cases. I conduct jury trials and bench trials. I am responsible for case management of the 
cases designated to me, courtroom management when I am presiding in court, and, all research 
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and writing required for my rulings.  
           
          I also regularly consider and rule upon, often outside the regular workday, search warrants, 
judicial subpoenas, and asset forfeiture warrants for the Third Judicial District Attorney’s office 
and for the numerous law enforcement agencies operating within the district.  
 

General Sessions and Juvenile Court Judge 
          As the General Sessions Court and Juvenile Court Judge for Greene County, I presided 
over almost every type of civil and criminal matter imaginable. Some of the most significant 
matters arose in juvenile court. Cases of abuse, dependency and neglect, and termination of 
parental rights were common.  
          On the criminal side I heard everything from speeding tickets to preliminary hearings in 
first degree murder cases. On the civil side there was a monetary jurisdictional limit, but no limit 
to the range of disputes that I was called upon to resolve, from collections to coon dog custody.   
          Greene County was the most populous county in the State of Tennessee with only one 
judge handling all General Sessions and Juvenile Court cases. As a result, I held court every day 
of the work week, morning and afternoon (and sometimes late into the night), to keep up with the 
caseload. I implemented innovative docket control measures to streamline the process and 
initiated a bad check program, with the assistance of the District Attorney and the Sheriff, that 
has kept thousands of bad check cases out of court and put hundreds of thousands of dollars back 
in the pockets of victims. I also successfully advocated for implementation of courthouse 
security measures. I secured donated equipment from the United States Marshal’s office to assist 
our Sheriff in keeping the public and judicial employees safe. 

Noteworthy Cases 
 

Treatment Court. 
           
          This does not involve an individual case, but for the individuals and their families whose 
lives have been changed through Treatment Court this is the most noteworthy matter I have been 
involved in as a judge. My staff and I instituted a drug and alcohol treatment program to address 
the cause of so much heartache and so much crime--substance abuse. After several years 
presiding over the General Sessions Court, which serves as the entry point into the Criminal 
Justice system in Greene County, as well as having a front row seat to the devastating impact of 
substance abuse on our families, I began a Treatment Court. 
          With a federal grant and training, as well as the assistance of a treatment provider and a 
host of other team members, the DUI Treatment Court was created to address the real issue at the 
heart of repeat DUI offenses. Treatment Court provides an opportunity for people with addiction 
problems to resolve their legal issues and receive treatment along with other assistance to restore 
their lives. 
          Treatment court offers hope and an opportunity to stop the recidivism that almost always 
follows in a person with untreated addiction issues. To be sure, participants in the program are 
punished for their crimes, but as an incentive to get clean they receive a reduction in the length 
of their jail term by entering into a program of treatment, support, intensive supervision and 
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judicial oversight and encouragement. 
          I chose to target multiple offense DUI cases because of the potential to save more than just 
the addict’s life. Impaired drivers don’t just destroy their own lives, they sometimes take other 
lives. 
          The program is a resounding success thanks to the team and the hard work of the 
participants. The program cost the County nothing and we held our Treatment Court meetings 
after the normal workday had concluded. My successor in Greene County has expanded the 
program to a Drug Court encompassing all offenses as meth and opiate abuse reached epidemic 
proportions in Greene County.     
          In re: Shiann Marie Horner, Greene County Juvenile Court (2001). In the context of a 
custodial placement decision, the issue was whether the priority list of prospective guardians for 
a child found at Tenn. Code Ann. Sec. 34-2-103 overrides the best interest analysis required by 
Tenn. Code Ann. Sec. 36-6-106. In affirming my decision the Court of Appeals said the best 
interest “of a child whose custody is being decided is the alpha and omega of the determination.” 
In re: Horner, 2003 WL 1452997 (Tenn. App. 2003). 
          State of Tennessee v. Hensley, Greene County Juvenile Court (2004). I conducted the 
transfer hearing for a juvenile defendant charged, with others, of murdering his sister. It was a 
vicious murder in which the victim received 151 stab wounds. I ruled that the defendant should 
be transferred to Criminal Court to stand trial as an adult. My decision was affirmed by the 
Criminal Court and Court of Criminal Appeals. The noteworthy issue from my part in the case 
was whether the defendant should have been appointed a guardian ad litem during the juvenile 
proceedings because his mother had a conflict of interest in that she was also the mother of the 
victim. The Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed my handling of the issue. State v. Hensley, 2006 
WL 2252736 (Tenn. Crim. App. 2006). 
          Fountain v. Tennessee Department of Children’s Services, Jefferson County Chancery 
Court (2013). Whether the administrative procedures involved in the DCS designation of a 
person as an “indicated” perpetrator of child sexual abuse violate Due Process. 
          Combs v. Horton Maddox & Anderson, PLLC, Hamilton County Circuit Court (2008). 
This was a complicated legal malpractice case involving an underlying products liability claim 
that could have been pursued under Tennessee law or maritime law as the accident occurred on 
the Tennessee River, a navigable waterway. Prior to the two week trial of the case I ruled that the 
first law firm’s failure to pursue the maritime claim could not have been the legal cause of the 
plaintiff’s loss because the potential to pursue the maritime claim still existed at the time the 
plaintiff retained the second law firm. Thus, even if the first firm was negligent in failing to 
pursue the maritime claim, their negligence could not have been the legal cause of plaintiff’s loss 
since the claim was viable at the time plaintiff employed the second firm. The situation had not 
been previously addressed by the appellate courts of Tennessee. 
          Fowler v. Morristown-Hamblen Hospital Association, et al, Hamblen County Circuit 
Court (2018). This was a proposed class action on behalf of all uninsured patients of the hospital 
and other healthcare facilities asserting a private right of action against the Hospital under Tenn. 
Code. Ann. §68-11-262, which limits the amount a healthcare facility may charge an uninsured 
patient. This statute does not expressly provide for a private right of action for violations of its 
provisions. I held that Tenn. Code. Ann. §1-3-119 precluded plaintiffs from pursuing an implied 



Application  for Judicial Office Page 11 of 26 January 30, 2019 
 

private right of action. Plaintiff’s then challenged the constitutionality of the statute precluding 
implied private rights of action. (Tenn. Code Ann. §1-3-119). Plaintiffs claimed the statute 
contravened the Open Courts Provision found in Article I, Section 17 of the Constitution of the 
State of Tennessee. I held that the statute did not violate the Open Courts Clause. My rulings 
were affirmed by the Court of Appeals. Fowler v. Morristown Hamblen Hospital Association, 
2019 WL 2571081(Tenn. App. 2019). 
          Harvey v. Cumberland Trust and Investment Company, Hamblen County Circuit Court 
(2013). At issue was whether the Tennessee Uniform Trust Code empowers the Trustee of a 
disabled child to enter into a pre-dispute arbitration agreement that would apply to the child. I 
held that the Trustee had such power. The Tennessee Supreme Court agreed. Harvey v. 
Cumberland Trust and Investment Company, 532 S.W.3d 343 (Tenn. 2017). 
          Smith v. State of Tennessee, Hamblen County Criminal Court, (2012-19). This was a 
notorious double murder case in Northeast Tennessee. Mr. Smith sought  post-conviction  relief 
as a result of a report from the United States Department of Justice acknowledging that an FBI 
forensic hair examiner testified in a manner that “exceeded the science” in Smith’s case. This 
alone is an important and unusual matter, but the significance of the case is its extraordinary 
procedural history and the demonstration of the lengths to which our criminal justice system goes 
to ensure Due Process. 
          It began in 1984 with the slaying of two country store owners. Mr. Smith was tried, 
convicted, and sentenced to death. His conviction was reversed. He was tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to death again. His death sentence was reversed. He was tried and sentenced to death a 
third time. The death sentence was again overturned on appeal from Smith’s first post-conviction 
proceeding. By the time the case reached me in 2012 we were preparing for another trial on the 
issue of imposing the death penalty when the District Attorney’s Office entered into an 
agreement with Mr. Smith’s attorneys for imposition of a life sentence rather than going forward 
with a fourth trial on the death penalty. At that point, the nightmare seemed to have come to an 
end for the victims’ families, but then the FBI and Department of Justice sent Mr. Smith a letter 
letting him know that their forensic hair analysis testimony had “exceeded the science.” After a 
trial I ruled that while the hair analysis may have exceeded the scope of science, it had nothing to 
do with Mr. Smith’s conviction and did not establish that he was actually innocent of murder. 
Therefore he was not entitled to reopen his Post-Conviction Petition. 
          Hyde v. State of Tennessee, Hamblen County Criminal Court (2011). This case involved 
the interpretation of the Post-Conviction DNA Analysis Act. The defendant sought DNA testing 
on an instrument he had inserted into a rape victim on the theory that the analysis would show no 
epithelial skin cells or mucous membrane cells of the victim because he was actually innocent of 
the offense and had not inserted this instrument. I found that the Post-Conviction DNA Analysis 
Act did not apply to this situation, because by its specific terms it applies only to the process of 
comparing DNA from one specimen to DNA from another specimen for identification purposes. 
Because the type of analysis sought by the defendant was outside the scope of our statute I 
dismissed the Petition and the Court of Criminal Appeals upheld my ruling. Hyde v. State, 2013 
WL 3958648 (Tenn. Crim. App. 2013). 
          In re: A Transfer of Structured Settlement Payment Rights by Laurel J. Shanks, Hamblen 
County Circuit Court (2013). This case involved a matter of first impression in the interpretation 
of the Structured Settlement Protection Act found at Tenn. Code Ann. §47-18-2601. My 
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interpretation of the statute in ruling in the case was upheld by the Court of Appeals. In re: 
Shanks, 2014 WL 2193658 (Tenn. App. 2014). 
 

11. Describe generally any experience you have serving in a fiduciary capacity, such as 
guardian ad litem, conservator, or trustee other than as a lawyer representing clients. 

I oversee the finances and investments of an elderly aunt as her power of attorney. 

12. Describe any other legal experience, not stated above, that you would like to bring to the 
attention of the Council. 

I have probably already told the Commission more than it wants to know. 

13. List all prior occasions on which you have submitted an application for judgeship to the 
Governor’s Council for Judicial Appointments or any predecessor or similar commission 
or body.  Include the specific position applied for, the date of the meeting at which the 
body considered your application, and whether or not the body submitted your name to 
the Governor as a nominee. 

          June 12, 2013 application for the Court of Criminal Appeals. Public hearing was June 27, 
2013. My name was submitted to the Governor as a nominee. 
          August 30, 1996 application for the Court of Criminal Appeals. Uncertain of the date of 
the meeting at which the application was considered. My name was submitted to the Governor as 
a nominee. 
          January 1995 application for the Court of Criminal Appeals. Public hearing was January 
30, 1995. My name was submitted to the Governor as a nominee. 
          I also applied, and was nominated, for appointment to Chancery and Circuit Court 
positions prior to my election as General Sessions and Juvenile Court Judge, but I cannot locate 
documentation to specify the dates. 

EDUCATION 
14. List each college, law school, and other graduate school that you have attended, including 

dates of attendance, degree awarded, major, any form of recognition or other aspects of 
your education you believe are relevant, and your reason for leaving each school if no 
degree was awarded. 

University of Tennessee, College of Law, 1980-83  
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     Doctor of Jurisprudence with High Honors 
     Order of the Coif 
     Moot Court Board 
     Jessup International Law Moot Court Team: 3rd Place Brief in Regional Competition 
     Advocate’s Prize Moot Court Competition: Best Brief Award, Semi-Finalist 
     American Jurisprudence Award: Decedent’s Estates 
     Dean’s List 
     Worked every Summer and part-time during school to pay for Law School   
University of Arkansas, College of Business, 1977-80  
     Bachelor of Science with Honors  
     Major in Finance and Real Estate 
     Beta Gamma Sigma National Honor Society 
     Honors Finance Program - - Portfolio Management 
     Dean’s List 
     Maintained honors academic standing while playing on the Arkansas Rugby Team and          
holding several leadership positions in my social fraternity and a student ministry. 
University of Kansas, 1976-77. Transferred to Arkansas 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
15. State your age and date of birth. 

61 years old. DOB:  1958 

16. How long have you lived continuously in the State of Tennessee? 

Since 1985 

17. How long have you lived continuously in the county where you are now living? 

Since 1992 

18. State the county in which you are registered to vote. 
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Greene County 

19. Describe your military service, if applicable, including branch of service, dates of active 
duty, rank at separation, and decorations, honors, or achievements.  Please also state 
whether you received an honorable discharge and, if not, describe why not. 

Not applicable 

20. Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted or placed on diversion for violation of any 
law, regulation or ordinance other than minor traffic offenses? If so, state the 
approximate date, charge and disposition of the case. 

No 

21. To your knowledge, are you now under federal, state or local investigation for possible 
violation of a criminal statute or disciplinary rule?  If so, give details. 

No 

22. Please identify the number of formal complaints you have responded to that were filed 
against you with any supervisory authority, including but not limited to a court, a board 
of professional responsibility, or a board of judicial conduct, alleging any breach of ethics 
or unprofessional conduct by you. Please provide any relevant details on any such 
complaint if the complaint was not dismissed by the court or board receiving the 
complaint. 

I have responded to one complaint before the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct. That 
complaint was dismissed. 

23. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure been instituted against you by federal, state, 
or local authorities or creditors within the last five (5) years?  If so, give details. 

No 
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24. Have you ever filed bankruptcy (including personally or as part of any partnership, LLC, 
corporation, or other business organization)? 

No 

25. Have you ever been a party in any legal proceedings (including divorces, domestic 
proceedings, and other types of proceedings)?  If so, give details including the date, court 
and docket number and disposition.  Provide a brief description of the case.  This 
question does not seek, and you may exclude from your response, any matter where you 
were involved only as a nominal party, such as if you were the trustee under a deed of 
trust in a foreclosure proceeding. 

Yes. Nigel Reid v. Amy Gaby, et al, 14CV132, Hamblen County Circuit Court; and, Nigel Reid v. 
Robert Moore, et al, 14CV096, Hamblen County Circuit Court. Both cases dismissed February 
20, 2015. 
          Mr. Reid was a frequent litigant in Hamblen County for a number of years. I presided over 
these cases initially since all of my colleagues at the time recused themselves because Mr. Reid 
had either sued them or filed judicial complaints against them. For the most part, Mr. Reid was 
an interesting and likable fellow, but from time to time he struggled with mental health issues 
and tended to file a lawsuit against anyone who disagreed with him. Besides myself and the other 
judges in the district at the time, he sued the Circuit Court Clerk, the County Commission, the 
Sheriff, the Police Chief, a newspaper reporter, and the newspaper publisher, among others. He 
added me to his lawsuits as a defendant after I issued an Order dismissing the case against the 
newspaper reporter and issued a Notice and Citation of Contempt for his use of offensive and 
unnecessary profanity in Court records.  
          Mr. Reid’s cases against me were summarily dismissed upon motion of the Attorney 
General’s Office.  

26. List all organizations other than professional associations to which you have belonged 
within the last five (5) years, including civic, charitable, religious, educational, social and 
fraternal organizations.  Give the titles and dates of any offices that you have held in such 
organizations. 

Asbury United Methodist Church: Sunday School Teacher, Bible Study Leader, Certified Lay   
Speaker, Youth Leader, Confirmation Mentor, Leadership Team, Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee Chair, Finance Committee, Nominations Committee (various dates as needed) 
First United Methodist Church of Morristown Bulgaria Mission Team: 2015-present, Team 
Leader 2019 
Holston United Methodist Home for Children: Board of Trustees 2006-13, Program Services 
Committee Chair 2012-13 
YoungLife: Greene County Committee, Vice-Chair 2014-present, Volunteer Leader 2018-
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present 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (Greene County): President 2012-13, Board Member 2008-
present  

Tennessee Farm Bureau 
West Point Parent’s Club of Eastern Tennessee  
Army A Club  
Walters State Community College: Advisory Committee for the Legal Assistant Program 
Boy Scouts of America, Sequoyah Council: Advisory Board 
Boys & Girls Club of Greeneville/Greene County: Founding Board Member, Volunteer, 
Supporter 
YMCA of Greeneville/Greene County: President 1998; Multiple Board Terms, Human 
Resources Committee Chair 2017; CEO Search Committee Chair; Soccer, Basketball, T-Ball 
Coach 
Greene County Tennis Association: President (approx. 2008)  

Olde Towne Tennis Club 
Greeneville High School Football Booster Club: President 2009-10 

Greeneville Arts Council  
Main Street Greeneville  
Friends of Greeneville/Greene County Library 
Republican Women of Greene County, 2008-present 

Loyal Order of the Moose 
Link Hills Country Club 
Greeneville Theatre Guild 
Rural Resources Farm and Food Education Center 
Tennessee Senior Olympics: District and State-wide competitions. Field event competitor-shot 
put, discus, javelin 
Greeneville City Schools: Volunteer Assistant Track Coach-Throwers 
Isaiah 1:17 House: Greene County Founding Task Force 2019 

 

27. Have you ever belonged to any organization, association, club or society that limits its 
membership to those of any particular race, religion, or gender?  Do not include in your 
answer those organizations specifically formed for a religious purpose, such as churches 
or synagogues. 
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a. If so, list such organizations and describe the basis of the membership 
limitation. 

b. If it is not your intention to resign from such organization(s) and withdraw 
from any participation in their activities should you be nominated and selected 
for the position for which you are applying, state your reasons. 

Yes. I was a member of a male social fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, during undergraduate 
school. 

 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
28. List all bar associations and professional societies of which you have been a member 

within the last ten years, including dates.  Give the titles and dates of any offices that you 
have held in such groups.  List memberships and responsibilities on any committee of 
professional associations that you consider significant. 

Tennessee Judicial Conference 2006-present 
     Pattern Jury Instruction Committee-Civil 2007-present 
     Judicial Family Institute 2008-present 
          Chairperson 2017-present 
           Vice – Chair 2016-2017 
     Public Trust and Confidence in the Courts 2010-present 
           Vice – Chair 2016-present     
     Bench-Bar Committee 2012-2016 
     GAVELS Program Judicial Speakers Bureau 2011-present 
     Judicial Mentor Program 2012-present 
     Executive Committee 2016-2017 
     Annual Conference Co-Chair 2016-2017 
     SCALES Civics Education Program in the Third Judicial District Co-Chair January 2015 
     CACES (Court of Criminal Appeals) Civics Education Program in the Third Judicial District                      
           Chair November 2015 
     CACES (Court of Appeals) Civics Education Program in the Third Judicial District  
           Chair  April 2020 
Tennessee Judicial Foundation 2006-present 
     Founded the Thomas G. Hull Scholarship 2012 
Tennessee Trial Judges Association 2006-present 
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     Study Committee for Judicial Resource Allocation and/or Redistricting 2017 
Tennessee Bar Foundation 2009-present 

Court Historical Society (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee) 
     Vice-President, Northeast Division 2009-present 

Greene County Bar Association 
Hamblen County Bar Association 
Hawkins County Bar Association 
          Although I no longer pay dues to belong to the Tennessee Bar Association or the 
American Bar Association, I am active in bar activities, taking on judicial interns, speaking, and 
sitting as judge for the high school mock trial competition. Though more than 10 years ago, I 
believe my work on an ABA YLD Ethics Committee, in which we drafted a Model Code of 
Professionalism, was significant. 

29. List honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received since 
your graduation from law school that are directly related to professional 
accomplishments. 

Elected Fellow of the Tennessee Bar Foundation 

State of Tennessee ADAT Award of Excellence 
TAADAS Voice of Recovery Award Finalist 
Doak-Balch Civic Responsibility and Outstanding Character Award from Tusculum College 
and First Tennessee Human Resource Agency 
Award Plaque from Greene County DUI Treatment Court Team for establishing Treatment 
Court 
Award Clock from Walters State Community College for teaching/speaking at the Law 
Enforcement Training Academy 
Award Certificate from CASA of Northeast Tennessee for implementing program in Greene 
County Juvenile Court 
Award Certificate from Greene County Health Council for leadership in implementing 
America’s Promise and the Reality Program as Juvenile Judge. 
“Banking on our Kids” Moral Kombat Hero Award, First Tennessee Human Resources 
Agency for Juvenile Court Programs 
Award Plaque from Greeneville City School System for cooperative efforts in addressing 
truancy, school violence, and other areas affecting education and juvenile justice. 

Who’s Who in the World 
Appointed to the Civil Justice Advisory Group for the Eastern District of Tennessee by 
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Chief U.S. District Judge James H. Jarvis 

Who’s Who in American Law 
Selected as one of The Business Journal’s “40 under Forty” recognizing professional 
achievement and leadership in Upper East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia 
Award Plaque from Inner-City Ministries for volunteer efforts at Legal Aid Clinic 
J. C. Penney Golden Rule Award Nominee for Pro Bono activities 

Who’s Who in the South and Southwest 
Who’s Who in Practicing Attorneys 
Who’s Who Among Young American Professionals 
Outstanding Young Men of America 
Rated “Excellent” as a Law Clerk with the Federal Administrative Office of the Courts 

30. List the citations of any legal articles or books you have published. 

“HIGHway Driving in Tennessee,” Tennessee Bar Journal Vol. 52, No. 1 January 2016, with 
Christopher Graham 
“Concubines, Dead Partners and the Standard of Clear and Convincing Evidence,” Tennessee 
Bar Journal Vol. 51, No. 2 February 2015, with Ben Welch 
“Oral Advocacy-Some Reminders,” The Champion, June 1995, with Perry Piper 
“Oral Advocacy-Some Reminders,” Tennessee Bar Journal, November 1994, with Perry Piper 
Amicus Defendente, Editor and Primary Contributor, October 1993-August 1998 (this was a 
quarterly publication distributed to criminal defense attorneys within the Eastern District of 
Tennessee and to Federal Defender Offices nationally. It contained summaries of recent 
appellate criminal cases as well as practical information and instruction on effectively 
representing federal criminal defendants.) 
“Look Mom, No Staff!” Christian Legal Society Quarterly, Winter 1992 
Advanced Worker’s Compensation in Tennessee, National Business Institute, Inc. (1991), author 
of chapters on “Hearing Process and Practice,” “Aggravations of Pre-existing Conditions,” and 
“Recent Legislation.” 
Worker’s Compensation in Tennessee, National Business Institute, Inc. (1991), author of 
chapters on “Current Medical Issues,” and “Legislative Update.” 
“TV Advertising by Lawyers-What Have You Got to Lose?” Res Nova, Vol. III, No.3 June 1990 
 

31. List law school courses, CLE seminars, or other law related courses for which credit is 
given that you have taught within the last five (5) years. 
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“Overcoming Challenges Through Leadership,” Tennessee Corrections Institute, August 
2015  
“Protecting A Client’s Separate Assets,” Family Law Conference for Tennessee Practitioners 
Sponsored by TAM, October 2015 
“What Civil Court Judges Want You to Know,” Knoxville Judicial Forum, Sponsored by 
National Business Institute, October 2015 
“Protecting A Client’s Separate Assets,” Family Law Conference for Tennessee Practitioners 
Sponsored by TAM, December 2015 
“Drugged Driving - Evidence in a DDUI Case,” Tennessee Bar Association, March 2016, with 
Tom Kimball. 
“Dealing with Circuit Court, Some Ethical Considerations,” Greene County Bar Association, 
May 2016 
“Protecting A Client’s Separate Assets,” 11th Annual Family Law Conference for Tennessee 
Practitioners, Sponsored by TAM, October 2016 
“Effective Use of the Court’s Contempt Power,” Annual Cherokee CLE, Greene County Bar 
Association, October 2017 
“Classifying Marital Assets,” Annual Cherokee CLE, Greene County Bar Association, October 
2017 
“Protecting A Client’s Separate Assets,” 12th Annual Family Law Conference for Tennessee 
Practitioners, Sponsored by TAM, October 2017 
“Effective and Ineffective Discovery Practices,” 11th Annual Law Conference for Tennessee 
Practitioners Sponsored by TAM, November 2017 
“The Tennessee Judicial System and the Quest for Judicial Independence,” Tusculum 
University Arts and Lectures Series 2018 
“You Can’t Make Me – Effective Use of Contempt Power,” First Judicial District Court 
Clinic Seminar, November 2019 
 

32. List any public office you have held or for which you have been candidate or applicant.  
Include the date, the position, and whether the position was elective or appointive. 

9/06-present Circuit Court Judge, 3rd Judicial District, State of Tennessee, elected. 
9/98-9/06 General Sessions Court & Juvenile Court Judge, Greene County, Tennessee, elected. 
Previous applications listed in answer to Question 13, above. 

 
33. Have you ever been a registered lobbyist?  If yes, please describe your service fully. 
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No 

34. Attach to this application at least two examples of legal articles, books, briefs, or other 
legal writings that reflect your personal work.  Indicate the degree to which each example 
reflects your own personal effort. 

I was completely responsible for each of the attached legal writings. 

 

ESSAYS/PERSONAL STATEMENTS 
35. What are your reasons for seeking this position? (150 words or less) 

         I am committed to serving the public and seek to do so in the way that best utilizes my 
strengths and experience. I believe my strengths lie in the areas important for this position.  
Analyzing both sides of an issue and deciding on the appropriate resolution has always come 
naturally to me. Quality research and writing skills, the companions of proper analysis, are assets 
I possess.  
          I have the experience, as a trial lawyer, and a judge, to understand how decisions will play 
out in “real life.” Lawyers and trial judges sometimes scratch their heads and lament the 
appellate judges who “work in ivory towers” but do not understand the practical implications of 
their decisions. Because of my legal experience, I will not lose the realistic and pragmatic 
perspective I believe is important on an appellate bench. 
           

36. State any achievements or activities in which you have been involved that demonstrate 
your commitment to equal justice under the law; include here a discussion of your pro 
bono service throughout your time as a licensed attorney.  (150 words or less) 

          The struggle to achieve equal justice under the law is significantly affected by the 
availability of quality legal services for all citizens.  Recognizing the powerless position of many 
inner-city residents and the inability of Legal Services to fill this void, I co-founded a legal aid 
clinic with Scott Brown in Chattanooga. We partnered with Inner-City Ministries for a physical 
location and vetting of the clients. I served as Director of this project as well as a volunteer 
lawyer, from 1987 until I left Chattanooga in 1992. 
          As a member of the Chattanooga Bar Association Pro Bono Committee, I assisted in the 
development and implementation of the first Bar Association Pro Bono Program since the 
creation of the Legal Services Corporation. I also served as a volunteer lawyer in this program.          
          As Judge I have worked with the Bar Association on Free Legal Advice Clinics and 
Expungements Clinics. Many low income residents have been assisted with expungements, 
divorces and other legal issues through these programs. 
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          As juvenile judge in Greene County, I implemented a Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) program to help ensure equal justice for those least able to speak for themselves -- the 
abused and neglected children in our County.           

37. Describe the judgeship you seek (i.e. geographic area, types of cases, number of judges, 
etc. and explain how your selection would impact the court.  (150 words or less) 

          I am seeking the Tennessee Court of Appeals opening in the Eastern Grand Division. 
There are 12 judges on the Court, 4 from each grand division. The Court hears civil appeals in 
three-judge panels throughout the state. The appeals originate in Circuit, Chancery, and in some 
cases, Juvenile Courts. 
          I would be a unique addition to this Court with prior service as a Circuit Court Judge, a 
General Sessions Court Judge and a Juvenile Court Judge. Statewide there is only one member of 
this Court who has served as a Circuit Court Judge. The vast majority of jury trials occur in 
Circuit Court and many of these jury trials end up on appeal. I have tried over 100 jury trials as 
an attorney and as a judge. I believe my considerable experience with jury trials would add an 
additional and underrepresented viewpoint to the Court. 

38. Describe your participation in community services or organizations, and what community 
involvement you intend to have if you are appointed judge?  (250 words or less) 

          My most important participation in community service has been to help provide the 
resources and opportunities needed by our youth so that every child can become a champion. 
Regrettably, I have had a perfect view of the devastating consequences of family dysfunction, 
violence, and addiction. Children need all the help they can get.   
          That is why, even though my own children left home years ago, I still work with high 
schoolers through YoungLife. I help coach the track team and mentor young people at Church. 
That is why I took the lead in implementing America’s Promise in Greene County. It is why I 
gladly gave my time and money to serve on the founding Board of our Boys & Girls Club, the 
founding Task Force for our Child Advocacy Center, and the Nolachuckey District Council of 
the Boy Scouts, among other things. These are the type of activities and organizations that help 
repair the devastation we so often see.  
          Serving others keeps one’s perspective more realistic and humble. As public servants we 
should take the lead in giving of our time and money. Public perception of the judiciary has 
taken some significant hits in the past few years in East Tennessee. When we take the lead in 
serving rather than being served, we can regain and maintain the public’s respect for the 
judiciary. 
          I do not anticipate changing my level of community involvement. 

39. Describe life experiences, personal involvements, or talents that you have that you feel 
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will be of assistance to the Council in evaluating and understanding your candidacy for 
this judicial position.  (250 words or less) 

          One of the most significant experiences one may have is that of being a parent. Having 
children makes me want to leave this world a better place and reminds me of the issues that are 
truly important. Having grandchildren has only magnified these feelings.   
          In the early years, children easily reduce what seems complex and make it simple. 
Children are unimpressed by titles and positions. They keep us humble. Children inspire us with 
their unbiased acceptance of others and their unfiltered honesty. They are not bound by tradition 
or the status quo, and seek real answers to their “why” questions.  These are attributes that are 
often lost in our judicial system. As children mature the “why” questions become more serious 
and may cause, a reexamination of our core beliefs. As adults, my children, as well as my 
spouse, are not afraid to challenge my reasoning or hold me accountable. They make me a better 
person and a better judge. 
          I have successfully run two contested elections for office, unseating a 16 year incumbent 
in my first campaign. I garnered almost 90% of the vote in my home county during my second 
campaign. Winning a contested election makes you appreciate the office you have been entrusted 
to occupy. Being accountable to the public requires you to stay connected to the community. 
And, I believe it has helped me keep a perspective that is practical and down to earth.    
          I was raised to respect others, work hard, and give back. 

40. Will you uphold the law even if you disagree with the substance of the law (e.g., statute 
or rule) at issue?  Give an example from your experience as a licensed attorney that 
supports your response to this question.  (250 words or less) 

          Yes. I have twice taken an oath to do so and would resign my office before I would violate 
my oath.  
          An example from my experience as a judge in past years has been my application of the 
appropriate standard for summary judgment in a civil case.  
          I believe in giving a party leeway to develop their case, but if a party cannot prove an 
element of their case I see no reason to allow the case to languish in the courts at the expense of 
the opposing party. I prefer the “put up or shut up rule” applied in Federal civil cases in deciding 
motions for summary judgment. However, that was not the law of the State of Tennessee and I 
endeavored to follow the dictates of Hannan v. Alltel in adjudicating such motions before 
Hannan was overruled and the Federal standard reinstated for our cases. 
          I will always follow the law. Judicial office is a sacred public trust. I will safeguard that 
trust by administering justice with equality, integrity, and humility. 

 

REFERENCES 
41. List five (5) persons, and their current positions and contact information, who would 
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recommend you for the judicial position for which you are applying.  Please list at least 
two persons who are not lawyers.  Please note that the Council or someone on its behalf 
may contact these persons regarding your application. 

A.  Hon. Beth Boniface, Circuit Court Judge, 3rd Judicial District,  

B.  Hon. Marcia Parsons, United States Bankruptcy Judge, Eastern District of Tennessee,   
      

C.  Betty Mathes, Farmer and Homemaker,  

D.  Trey Youngblood, Farm Bureau Insurance Agency Manager,  

E.  Hon. W. T. Daniels, Mayor, Town of Greeneville, Tennessee,  

 






































































