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RULES OF THE TENNESSEE ) 
SUPREME COURT ) 

) 

REQUEST BY TENNESSEE BAR ASSOCIATION, TENNESSEE 
JUDICIAL CONFERENCE AND TENNESSEE TRIAL JUDGES 

ASSOCIATION FOR ADDITIONAL TIME TO FILE COMMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

The Tennessee Bar Association ("TBA"), by and through its President, Gail 

Vaughn Ashworth; Chair of its Task Force on Judicial Conduct Rules ("Task 

Force"), T. Maxfield Bahner; General Counsel, William L. Harbison; and 

Executive Director, Allan F. Ramsaur; the Tennessee Judicial Conference, by and 

through its President, Judge Carol L. McCoy; and, the Tennessee Trial Judges 

Association, by and through its President, Judge Telford E. Forgety, request that 

the deadline for written comments in this matter of amendments to the Tennessee 

Code of Judicial Conduct be extended to June 30, 20 10, in order for the respective 

bodies to give full and fair consideration to the proposed revision. 



On September 3,2009, this Honorable Court published for comment a proposal to 

adopt commentary to Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 10, Canon 3(B)(7)(e) which 

would permit the adoption of local rules of court permitting judges who preside 

over "problem-solving courts" to engage in otherwise prohibited ex ~ a r t e  

communicat~ons. 

As this Court is aware, the Tennessee Bar Association has appointed a Task Force 

on Judicial Conduct Rules, chaired by T. Maxfield Bahner and made up of seven 

distinguished jurists and six lawyers who are undertaking a comprehensive 

examination of Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 10 and the 2007 amendments to the 

ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct which may produce a proposal to make the 

first sweeping change in those rules in more than a decade. The Task Force is 

diligently at work having held two conference call meetings and the first in-person 

meeting within the first six weeks of its existence. The Task Force has an 

aggressive schedule of conference call and in-person meetings with the aim of 

completing its work for submission to the TBA Board of Governors and other 

interested parties in early June 20 10. 



The instant proposal is an important one and should be examined in light of the 

other revisions to the 2007 Model Code of Judicial Conduct. The Task Force has 

recommended and the TBA Board of Governors has unanimously concluded that 

the TBA should ask for additional time in which to explore in-depth this proposal 

and many others so that a comprehensive set of recommendations can be made. 

Judges involved in the leadership of the Tennessee Judicial Conference and the 

leadership of the Tennessee Trial Judges Association are members of the Task 

Force. At the meeting of the Tennessee Judicial Conference and the Tennessee 

Trial Judges Association in Murfreesboro during the week of October 19, the 

executive committees of each of those bodies resolved to join the TBA in the 

request for additional time to comment in this matter. 

Therefore, the Tennessee Bar Association, the Tennessee Judicial Conference and 

the Tennessee Trial Judges Association do hereby request and move this Court for 

additional time through June 30,2010 to respond to this request for comments in 

this matter. 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

By: 

GAIL VAUGHN ASHWORTH (0 10656) 
President, Tennessee Bar Association 
Gideon & Wiseman PLC 
200 4th Avenue North, 1 100 Noel Place 
Nashville, Tennessee 372 19 
(6 15) 254-0400 

By: Is/ by permission 

T. MAXFIELD BAHNER (00 1 1 5 0) 
Chair, 
TBA Task Force on Judicial Conduct Rules 
Chambliss, Bahner & Stophel P.C. 
2 Union Square, Suite 1000 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 
(423) 757-0202 

By: Is/ by permission 

WILLIAM L. HARBISON (0070 12) 
General Counsel, 
Tennessee Bar Association 
Sherrard & Roe, PLC 
424 Church Street, Suite 2000 
Nashville, Tennessee 372 19 
(6 15) 742-4200 



By: 

ALLAN F. RAMSAUR (5764) 
Executive Director, 
Tennessee Bar Association 
Tennessee Bar Center 
221 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 400 
Nashville, Tennessee 372 19-2 198 
(6 15) 383-742 1 

By: Is/ by permission 

JUDGE CAROL L. McCOY (002255) 
President, 
Tennessee Judicial Conference 
Chancery Court of Davidson County, Part I1 
Public Square, Metro Courthouse, Room 406 
Nashville, Tennessee 3720 1 
(6 1 5) 862-5700 

By: Is/ by permission 

JUDGE TELFORD E. FORGETY (00 1 84 1) 
President, 
Tennessee Trial Judges Association 
Chancellor, 4th & 5Ih Judicial Districts 
P.O. Box 1370 
Dandridge, Tennessee 37725 
(865) 397-3497 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has 
been served upon the individuals and Exhibit "A" by 
regular U.S. Mail, postage prepaid on 

- CQ- 
Allan F. Ramsaur 



Adele Anderson 
Tennessee Board of Law Examiners 
"401 Church Street, Suite 2200" 
Nashville TN 37243 

Barri Bernstein 
Tennessee Bar Foundation 
618 Church St Suite 120 
Nashville TN 37219 

Jerry Black 
TN Assn of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
1505 W Cumberland Ave 
4965 Roberson Springs Rd. 
Knoxville TN 37996 

Doug Blaze 
University of Tennessee College of Law 
1505 W. Cumberland Ave 
Knoxville TN 37923 

Leilani Boulware 
Lawyers Fund for Client Protection 
3425A Richards St. 
Nashville TN 3721 5 

Beth Brooks 
East Shelby County Bar Assn 
2299 Union Ave 
Memphis TN 38104 

Hewitt Chatman 
Ballard-Taylor Bar Association 
51 1 Algie Neely Rd 
Denmark TN 38391 

Randy Chism 
Tennessee Commission CLE 
PO Box 250 
127 S First St 
Union City TN 38281 

Erik Cole 
Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services 
50 Vantage Way Suite 250 
Nashville TN 37228 

lsaac Conner 
Napier-Looby Bar Assn 
1223 5th Ave. N. 
Nashville TN 37208 

Amy Hollars 
Tennessee Lawyers Assn for Women 
P.O. Box 68 
1010 E Main St 
Livingston TN 38570 

Isaac Conner Lynda Hood 
Tennessee Alliance for Black Lawyers Chattanooga Bar Association 
1223 5th Ave. N. 801 Broad St Suite 420 Pioneer Bldg 
Nashville TN 37208 Chattanooga TN 37402 

Walter Crouch 
Federal Bar Assn-Nashville Chapter 

Deb House 

P 0 Box 198966 
ETLAW 

51 1 Union St Suite 2700 
502 S. Gay Street, Suite 404 

Nashville TN 3721 9 Knoxville TN 37902 

Barbara Deans Nancy Jones 
Ben Jones Chapter - National Bar Association Board of Professional Responsibility 
40 S. Main Ste. 2250 11 01 Kermit Drive Suite 730 
Memphis TN 38103 Nashville TN 3721 7 

Doug Dooley Suzanne Keith 
Tennessee Defense Lawyers Assn Tennessee Association for Justice 
801 Broad Street 3rd Floor 1903 Division St 
Chattanooga TN 37402 Nashville TN 37203 

Melanie Grand Kaz Kikkawa 

Lawyers Association for Women Tennessee Asian Pacific American Bar As: 

P 0 Box 190583 
c/o Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC 

Nashville TN 3721 9 One Park Plaza 1 -4-E 
Nashville TN 37203 

Chris Guthrie 
Joe Loser 

Vanderbilt University School of Law Nashville School of Law 

131 21 st Ave. South Room 108 
401 3 Armory Oaks Drive 

Nashville TN 37203 600 Linden Square 
Nashville TN 37204 

Jennifer Hagerman Arthur Quinn 
Association for Women Attorneys Memphis Bar Association 
130 North Court Avenue 1661 International PI Ste 300 
Memphis TN 38103 Memphis TN 381 03 

Trey Harwell 
Nashville Bar Association 
150 4th Ave N Ste 2000 
Nashville TN 3721 9 

Mario Ramos 
TN Assn of Spanish Speaking Attnys 
61 1 Commerce St Suite 31 19 
Nashville TN 37203 



Allan Ramsaur 
Tennessee Bar Association 
221 4th Ave N Suite 400 
Nashville TN 3721 9 

Thomas Ramsey 
Knoxville Bar Association 
5616 Kingston Pike Ste. 301 
Knoxville TN 3791 9 

H. Smith 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
371 5 Central Avenue 
Memphis TN 38152 

Lisa Smith 
Tennessee Lawyers Assn for Women 
P. 0 .  Box 331214 
Nashville Tennessee 37203 

Candice Reed 
Lawyers Assn for Women 

Barry Steelman 

Marion Griffin Rep 
Chattanooga Bar Association 

112 Westwood Place, Suite 350 
914 Dunsinane Rd 

Brentwood TN 37027 
Signal Mountain TN 37377 

Wayne Ritchie 
Tennessee Association for Justice 

Libby Sykes 

PO Box 11 26 
Administrative Offices of the Courts 

606 W Main Ave Ste 300 
51 1 Union St Suite 600 

Knoxville TN 37901 
Nashville TN 3721 9 

Chantelle Roberson George Underwood 
S.L. Hutchins Chapter - National Bar Assn. William Henry Hastie Chapter - National Bar As 
832 Georgia Avenue Ste 1000 800 South Gay Street Suite 1100 
Chattanooga TN 37402 Knoxville TN 37929 

Katy Russell 
SETlAW 
P. 0 .  Box 151 
Chattanooga TN 37401 

Ricky Wilkins 
Tennessee Board of Law Examiners 
66 Monroe Ave Ste 103 
Memphis TN 38103 

Tom Scott Marsha Wilson 

Board of Professional Responsibility Knoxville Bar Association 

550 W Main St Ste 601 P 0 Box 2027 

Knoxville TN 37902 505 Main St Suite 50 
Knoxville TN 37901 

Dave Shearon Gigi Woodruff 
Tennessee Commission CLE Nashville Bar Association 
221 Fourlh Avenue North, Suite 300 315 Union Street Suite 800 
Nashville TN 3721 9 Nashville TN 37201 

Barbara Short 
TN Assn of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
810 Broadway Suite 501 
Nashville TN 37203 



Hardin County Bar Assn 

Marcy Adcock 
Warren County Bar Assn 
PO Box 349 
309 W. Morfrord St. Suite 105 
Mc Minnville TN 371 11 

Keith Alley 
Loudon County Bar Assn 
902 East Broadway Street 
902 East Broadway Street 
Lenoir City TN 37771 

Peter Alliman 
Monroe County Bar Assn 
135 College St 
Madisonville TN 37354 

Mark Blakley 
Scott County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 240 
Huntsville TN 37756 

Ben Boston 
Lawrence County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 357 
235 Waterloo St 
Lawrenceburg TN 38464 

Lee Bowles 
Marshall County Bar Assn 
520 N Ellington Pkwy 
Lewisburg TN 37091 

Daniel Boyd 
Hawkins County Bar Assn 
P. 0 .  Box 298 
155 East Main St 
Rogersville TN 37857 

Damon Campbell 
Obion County Bar Assn 
PO Box 427 
317 S. Third St. 
Union City TN 38281 

Mart Cizek 
Anderson County Bar Assn 
125 N Main St 
Clinton TN 37716 

William Cockett 
Johnson County Bar Assn 
PO Box 108 
Mountain City TN 37683-0108 

Daryl Colson 
Overton County Bar Assn 
21 1 N Church St 
Livingston TN 38570 

Keith Colston 
Rutherford-Cannon County Bar Assn 
P. 0 .  Box 1336 
106 East College St 
Murfreesboro TN 371 30 

Bratten Cook 
Dekalb County Bar Assn 
104 N 3rd St 
Smithville TN 371 66 

Suzanne Cook 
Washington County Bar Assn 
100 Med Tech Parkway Suite 110 
Johnson City TN 37604 

Jerred Creasy 
Dickson County Bar Assn 
230 N Main St 
Dickson TN 37055 

Terri Crider 
Gibson County Bar Assn 
P.O. Box 160 
1302 Main Street 
Humboldt TN 38343 

Robert Curtis 
Giles County Bar Assn 
P.O. Box 517 
Pulaski TN 38478 

Creed Daniel 
Grainger County Bar Assn 
POBox6 
Courthouse Sq 115 Marshall Ave 
Rutledge TN 37861 

Brad Davidson 
Cocke County Bar Assn 
31 7 East Main Street 
Newport TN 37821 

Michael Davis 
Morgan County Bar Assn 
PO Box 925 
Wartburg TN 37887 

William Douglas 
Lauderdale County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 489 
109 N Main St 
Ripley TN 38063 

Joseph Ford 
Franklin County Bar Assn 
17 S College St 
Winchester TN 37398 

Andrew Frazier 
Benton County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 208 
116E Main 
Camden TN 38320 

James Hayes 
Putnam County Bar Assn 
PO BOX 3294 
21 05 Old 
COOKEVILLE TN 38502 

Jason Holly 
Carter County Bar Assn 
420 Railroad Street 
Elizabethton TN 37643 

John Holt 
Robertson County Bar Assn 
121 5th Ave W 
Springfield TN 37172 

Carmon Hooper 
Haywood County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 55 
10 S Court Square 
Brownsville TN 38012 

Steve Huret 
Kingsport Bar Assn 
PO Box 88 
Kingsport TN 37662 

Mike Jenne 
Bradley County Bar Assn 
P.O. Box 161 
260 N Ocoee St. 
Cleveland TN 37364 



Caroline Knight 
Cumberland County Bar Assn 
28 W Fifth Street 
Crossville TN 38555 

Gregory Leffew 
Roane County Bar Assn 
PO Box 63 
109 North Front Avenue 
Rockwood TN 37854 

Matt Maddox 
Carroll County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 827 
19695 E Main St 
Huntingdon TN 38344 

Hansel McCadams 
Paris-Henry County Bar Assn 
PO Box 627 
100 Court Square 
Huntingdon TN 38344 

James McKenzie 
Twelfth Judicial District Bar Assn 
1475 Market St Rm 202 
Dayton TN 37321 

William Mitchell 
White County Bar Assn 
11 2 South Main Street 
Sparta TN 38583 

David Myers 
Union County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 13 
105 Monroe St 
Maynardville TN 37807 

Timothy Naifeh 
Lake County Bar Assn 
227 Church St 
Tiptonville TN 38079 

Craig Northcott 
Coffee County Bar Assn 
1301 E. Carroll St. 
Tullahoma TN 37388 

Russ Parkes 
Maury County Bar Assn 
102 West 7th St 
Columbia TN 38401 

Adam Parrish 
Fifteenth Judical District Bar Assn 
112 E. High St. 
Lebanon TN 37087 

David Pollard 
Campbell County Bar Assn 
PO Box 436 
Liberty And Church 
Jacksboro TN 37757 

Michael Pugh 
Montgomery County Bar Assn 
1 18 Franklin St 
Clarksville TN 37040 

Jason Randolph 
Jefferson County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 828 
Dandridge TN 37725 

Dora Salinas 
Cheatham County Bar Assn 
104 Frey St 
104 Frey St 
Ashland City TN 3701 5 

Randall Self 
Lincoln County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 501 
131A E Market St 
Fayetteville TN 37334 

Charles Sexton 
Sevier County Bar Assn 
11 1 Commerce St 
Sevie~il le TN 37862 

Todd Shelton 
Greene County Bar Assn 
100 S Main St 
Greeneville TN 37743 

Lois Shults-Davis 
Unicoi County Bar Assn 
PO Box 129 
11 1 Gay Street 
Erwin TN 37650 

Todd Siroky 
Jackson-Madison County Bar Assn 
P.O. Box 1147 
209 E Main St 
Jackson TN 38302 

David Stanifer 
Claiborne County Bar Assn 
PO Box 21 7 
1735 Main St 
Tazewell TN 37879 

Richard Swanson 
Harnblen County Bar Assn 
717 W Main St Ste 100 
Morristown TN 3781 4 

James Taylor 
Rhea County Bar Assn 
1374 Railroad St Ste 400 
Dayton TN 37321 

Harriet Thompson 
Hardeman County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 600 
205 East Market St. 
Bolivar TN 38008 

David Tipton 
Bristol Bar Assn 
PO Box 787 
Bristol TN 37620 

Billy Townsend 
Decatur,Lewis, 
Perry,Wayne Counties Bar Assn 
26 West Linden Ave 
Hohenwald TN 38462 

Jeffery Washburn 
Weakley County Bar Assn 
P.O. Box 199 
1 17 N. Poplar St. 
Dresden TN 38225 

Jack Welch 
Williamson County Bar Assn 
121 1st Ave S Ste 200 
Franklin TN 37064 

John White 
Bedford County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 169 
11 1 North Spring St Ste 202 
Shelbyville TN 371 62 

Robert White 
Blount County Bar Assn 
371 Ellis Ave 
Maryville TN 37804 



John Lee Williams 
Humphreys County Bar Assn 
102 S Court Square 
102 South Court Square 
Waverly TN 37185 

Matthew Willis 
Dyer County Bar Assn 
PO Box H 
322 Church Ave. N. 
Dyersburg TN 38025 

Tish Wilsdorf 
Hickman County Bar Assn 
820 Hwy 100 
121 Cabin Dr. 
Centerville TN 37033 

Donald Winder 
McMinn-Meigs County Bar Assn 
PO Box 628 
10 W Madison Ave 
Athens TN 37371 

James Witherington 
Tipton County Bar Assn 
P 0 Box 922 
205 S Main Street 
Covington TN 3801 9 

Lance Wray 
Sumner County Bar Assn 
131 Maple Row Blvd Ste A-1 01 
Hendersonville TN 37075 


