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TENNESSEE JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
2024-2025 

 
J. RUSSELL PARKES, PRESIDENT 

 CALEB BAYLESS, VICE-PRESIDENT 
PATRICIA H. MOSKAL, SECRETARY 

M. WYATT BURK, TREASURER 
DOUGLAS T. JENKINS, PRESIDENT-ELECT 

TONY A. CHILDRESS, MOVING VICE-PRESIDENT 
VALERIE L. SMITH, PAST PRESIDENT 

JILL BARTEE AYERS & CYNTHIA CHAPPELL - CONVENTION CO-CHAIRS 
KASEY CULBREATH, HECTOR SANCHEZ, & DAVID VEILE  

- HOSPITALITY CO-CHAIRS 
 

WEST TENNESSEE 
 

YOLANDA R. KIGHT-BROWN (1 YR) 
J. WEBER MCCRAW (2 YR) 

A. BLAKE NEILL (3 YR) 
 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
 

JO ATWOOD (1 YR) 
KATHRYN WALL OLITA (2 YR) 

JIMMY TURNER (3 YR) 
 

EAST TENNESSEE 
 

THOMAS C. GREENHOLTZ (1 YR) 
JAMES GASS (2 YR) 

KRISTI DAVIS (3 YR) 
 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
HOLLY M. KIRBY, CHIEF JUSTICE 

MICHELLE J. LONG, ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE COURTS 
JONATHAN SKRMETTI, STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ED LANQUIST JR., TENNESSEE BAR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT  
DANNY ELLIS, TENNESSEE TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
JOHN C. RAMBO, TENNESSEE TRIAL JUDGES ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 

LEON C. BURNS & J. STEVE DANIEL, RETIRED JUDGES COMMITTEE 
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Past Presidents of the Tennessee Judicial Conference 
 

1953 – 1954 Justice A.B. Neil, Nashville 1989 – 1990 Chancellor Richard E. Ladd, Bristol 
1954 – 1955 Justice John E. Swepston, Memphis 1990 – 1991 Judge Bernie Weinman, Memphis 
1955 – 1956 Justice Pride Tomlinson, Columbia 1991 – 1992 Chancellor Robert S. Brandt, Nashville 
1956 – 1957 Chancellor Glenn W. Woodlee, Dayton 1992 – 1993 Chancellor R. Vann Owens, Chattanooga 
1957 – 1958 Chancellor Ceylon B. Frazier, Memphis 1993 – 1994 Judge L. Terry Lafferty, Memphis 
1958 – 1959 Judge William P. Puryear, Gallatin 1994 – 1995 Judge Steve Daniel, Murfreesboro 
1959 – 1960 Judge John M. Kelly, Knoxville 1995 – 1996 Justice Gary R. Wade, Sevierville 
1960 – 1961 Judge Sam D. Campbell, Memphis 1996 – 1997 Judge Joe G. Riley Jr., Ridgley 
1961 – 1962 Judge Roy A. Miles, Nashville 1997 – 1998 Judge John J. Maddux, Jr., Cookeville 
1962 – 1963 Judge F. Fred Bibb, Knoxville 1998 – 1999 Judge James E. Beckner, Jr., Morristown 
1963 – 1964 Judge Andrew T. Taylor, Jackson 1999 – 2000 Judge Robert L. Childers, Memphis 
1964 – 1965 Chancellor William M. Leech, Charlotte 2000 – 2001 Chancellor Irvin H. Kilcrease, Jr., Nashville 
1965 – 1966 Judge Joe N. Hunter, Chattanooga 2001 – 2002 Judge Rex Henry Ogle, Sevierville 
1966 – 1967 Chancellor Brooks McLemore, Jackson 2002 – 2003 Chancellor J. Steven Stafford, Dyersburg 
1967 – 1968 Judge Raymond H. Leathers, Nashville 2003 – 2004 Judge Don Ash, Murfreesboro 
1968 – 1969 Judge Oris D. Hyder, Johnson City 2004 – 2005 Judge John S. McLellan, Kingsport 
1969 – 1970 Judge William B. Leffler, Memphis 2005 – 2006 Judge Arthur T. Bennett, Memphis 
1970 – 1971 Chancellor John D. Templeton, Shelbyville 2006 – 2007 Chancellor Jeffrey F. Stewart, Winchester 
1971 – 1972 Judge T. Edward Cole, Knoxville 2007 – 2008 Judge D. Kelly Thomas, Jr. Maryville 
1972 – 1973 Judge Irving M. Strauch, Memphis 2008 – 2009 Judge William B. Acree, Jr., Union City 
1973 – 1974 Judge Sam L. Felts, Jr., Nashville 2009 – 2010 Chancellor Carol L. McCoy Page, Nashville 
1974 – 1975 Chancellor Len G. Broughton, Jr., Knoxville 2010 – 2011 Chancellor Thomas R. Frierson, II, Morristown 
1975 – 1976 Chancellor Aaron C. Brown, Sr., Paris 2011 – 2012 Judge James C. Beasley, Jr., Memphis 
1976 – 1977 Judge Wiley J. Holloway, Murfreesboro 2012 – 2013 Judge Robert L. Holloway, Jr., Columbia 
1977 – 1978 Chancellor William H. Inman, Morristown 2013 – 2014 Chancellor Jerri S. Bryant, Athens 
1978 – 1979 Judge William H. Williams, Memphis 2014 – 2015 Judge C. Creed McGinley, Savannah 
1979 – 1980 Judge Frank F. Drowota, III, Nashville 2015 – 2016 Justice Jeffery S. Bivins, Franklin 
1980 – 1981 Judge Robert M. Summitt, Chattanooga 2016 – 2017 Judge Robert H. Montgomery, Kingsport 
1981 – 1982 Judge James M. Tharpe, Memphis 2017 – 2018 Judge Chris Craft, Memphis 
1982 – 1983 Chancellor C. Allen High, Nashville 2018 – 2019 Judge Tim Easter, Nashville 
1983 – 1984 Judge James H. Jarvis, Maryville 2019 – 2020 Judge Donald R. Elledge, Clinton 
1984 – 1985 Judge Alan E. Highers, Jackson 2020 – 2021 Judge Roy B. Morgan, Jr., Jackson 

 
 
 
 

1985 – 1986 Judge James M. Swiggart, Nashville 2021 – 2022 Judge James B. Cox, Fayetteville  

 1986 – 1987 Chancellor Frederick D. McDonald, Knoxville 2022 – 2023 Chancellor Pamela A. Fleenor, Chattanooga 

 1987 – 1988 Judge Phil B. Harris, Greenfield 2023 – 2024 Judge Valerie L. Smith, Memphis 
1988 – 1989 Judge Leon C. Burns, Jr., Cookeville 2024 – 2025 Judge J. Russell Parkes, Columbia 
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AGENDA & PROGRAM  
 

Tuesday, June 10, 2025 
 
1:00 – 5:00 PM  Registration 
                                                Conference Center Foyer 

12:00 – 2:00 PM   Weighted Caseload Committee Meeting  
    Magnolia Room  

1:00 – 2:00 PM Education Committee Meeting 
Poplar Room  

2:00 – 5:00 PM TPI Civil Committee Meeting 
Azalea Room  

2:00 – 5:00 PM TPI Criminal Committee Meeting 
Iris Room 

6:00 – 9:00 PM Executive Committee and Past Presidents’ Dinner 
Green’s Grocery (4345 Old Hillsboro Rd, Franklin, TN 37064)  
*Transportation Provided* - Meet in the lobby at 5:00 PM.  

 
 Wednesday, June 11, 2025    

6:15 – 7:15 AM Judicial Wellness – Part I (1.00 Dual) 
-Honorable Jerri S. Bryant, Chancellor, 10th Judicial District  

7:00 AM Registration 
Conference Center Foyer 

7:00 – 9:00 AM Deluxe Continental Breakfast 
Conference Center Foyer 
 

7:00 – 8:30 AM  Tennessee Trial Judges Association Meeting 
Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak Ballroom 

 
8:30 – 10:00 AM Opening Remarks, Roll Call, Election of Officers, & Memorial Resolutions   

-Honorable J. Russell Parkes, Tennessee Judicial Conference President  
-Honorable Holly M. Kirby, Chief Justice, Tennessee Supreme Court 
-Michelle J. Long, Director, Administrative Office of the Courts  
Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak Ballroom 
 

10:00 – 10:15 AM Break 
 
10:15 AM – 3:00 PM  Social Event: Exploring & Shopping in Leiper’s Fork 

*Meet in the lobby at 10:15 AM to carpool*  
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10:15 – 11:30 AM Countering Judicial Depression (1.00 Dual) 
Brought to you by: The Judicial Family Institute & TLAP 
-Honorable Holly M. Kirby, Chief Justice, Tennessee Supreme Court
-Honorable Michael Spitzer, Circuit Court Judge, 32nd Judicial District
-Honorable Thomas T. Woodall, Retired, TN Court of Criminal Appeals
-Honorable Joseph Woodruff, Circuit Court Judge, 21st Judicial District
-Emily Moon, Licensed Professional Counselor
Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak Ballroom

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

12:30 – 2:00 PM 

Tennessee Judicial Conference Luncheon (0.50 General) 
-Governor Bill Lee
Chestnut-Redbud-Sycamore Ballroom

New Law Update (1.50 General) 
-Charlie Baldwin, Assistant General Counsel for Legislation and Court
Initiatives, Administrative Office of the Courts
-Michelle Consiglio-Young, Director and Counsel, Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs, Administrative Office of the Courts
Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak Ballroom

1:00 – 3:00 PM Social Event: E-Bike Tour of Historic Downtown Franklin 
*Meet in the lobby at 12:30 PM to carpool*

2:00 – 2:15 PM Break 

2:15 – 4:15 PM Civil Breakout: Estates & Trusts  Criminal Breakout: Managing 
In Tennessee: A Primer on Probate Bond Companies (2.00 General) 
Proceedings and Practices (2.00 General) -Honorable Sandra Donaghy 
-Honorable Andra Hedrick -Honorable Steve R. Dozier
-Rebecca Blair, Esq. -Honorable Jennifer L. Smith
-Lisa Helton, Esq. -Joseph L. Morrissey, Jr., Esq.
-Andrea Sinclair, Esq. Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak 
Azalea & Iris Room Ballroom 

2:15 – 4:00 PM Tennessee Court of Appeals Meeting  
Magnolia Room  

2:15 – 4:00 PM Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals Meeting  
Poplar Room 

4:15 – 4:30 PM Break  

4:15 – 5:15 PM Retired Judges Reception 
Azalea & Iris Room 

4:30 – 5:00 PM Fireside Chat With The Tennessee Supreme Court (0.50 General) 
Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak Ballroom 
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6:00 – 9:00 PM Social Event: Dueling Pianos at the Historic Franklin Theater 
(419 Main St, Franklin, TN 37064) 
*Transportation Provided* - Meet in the lobby at 5:00 PM. 

 Thursday, June 12, 2025    
7:00 AM Registration 

Conference Center Foyer 

7:00 – 8:00 AM  Judicial Wellness – Part II (1.00 Dual) 
-Honorable Jerri S. Bryant, Chancellor, 10th Judicial District 

7:00 – 8:00 AM  Tennessee Judicial Conference Foundation Meeting 
Magnolia Room 

7:00 – 9:00 AM Deluxe Continental Breakfast 
Embassy Suites Breakfast Area 

8:00 – 9:00 AM  Compensation & Retirement Committee Meeting  
Magnolia Room 

9:00 – 9:45 AM Bench Bar Program: Tennessee Lawyers Making History –  
 Famous Tennessee Trials (0.75 General) 

-Russell Fowler, Director of Litigation & Advocacy/Managing 
Attorney, Legal Aid of East Tennessee (LAET)  
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs – Salon 6 
(700 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 37067) 
 

9:45 – 10:30 AM Bench Bar Program: Tennessee Lawyers Making History –  
 Trailblazing Women (0.75 General) 

-Honorable Martha Craig Daughtrey, Senior Judge, United States Court 
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
-Honorable Camille McMullen, Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals 
-Honorable Aleta Trauger, United States District Court, Middle District 
of Tennessee  
-Margaret L. Behm, Esq., Dodson, Parker, Behm & Capparella 
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs – Salon 6 
(700 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 37067) 
 

10:30 – 10:45 AM Break 
 
10:45 – 11:45 AM  Bench Bar Program: Tennessee Lawyers Making History –  
 Blanton Pardon Scandal (1.00 Dual)  

-Governor Lamar Alexander  
-Honorable Hal Hardin  
-Keel Hunt, Author & Columnist 
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs – Salon 6 
(700 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 37067) 
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12:00 – 1:30 PM Bench Bar Luncheon   
Keynote Speaker: Edward M. (Ed) Yarbrough, Esq. 
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs – Salon 5   
(700 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 37067) 

1:30 – 2:30 PM 2025 – 2026 Tennessee Judicial Conference Business Meeting, 
Induction of New Officers, & Executive Committee Meeting 
Embassy Suites - Birch-Hickory-Maple-Oak Ballroom 

5:00 – 7:00 PM TBA & TJC Joint Reception 
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs – Main Hallway & Salon 5  
(700 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 37067) 

Friday, June 13, 2025 

7:00 – 9:00 AM Deluxe Continental Breakfast 
Embassy Suites Breakfast Area  

12:00 – 1:30 PM TBA Lawyer’s Luncheon 
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs – Salon 5   
(700 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 37067) 

6:30 - 9:30 PM TN Bar Association Foundation Fellow’s Dinner (Invitation Only) 
The Harpeth Hotel, Downtown Franklin 
(130 2nd Avenue North, Franklin, TN 37064) 




