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Rule 11, Section II, Rules of the Tennessee Supreme Court, is hereby amended by 
deleting Section II(c)(3) ("Case Numbering") in its entirety and replacing it with the 
following new Section II(c)(3) ("Case Counting"): 

(3) Case Counting. For purposes of this rule, the term "docket 
number" is defined as the separate and distinct identification 
number used for a case once it is filed in criminal, circuit, 
chancery, or probate court. 

Each criminal case shall be assigned a unique docket 
number. A criminal case shall be defined and reported as a 
single charge or set of charges arising out of a single incident 
concerning a single defendant in one (1) court proceeding. An 
incident shall be all criminal activity occurring on the same date. 
A court proceeding refers to a single level of court, such as 
general sessions or circuit. An appeal, probation revocation, or 
other post-judgment proceeding shall be considered a separate 
case. This definition shall not alter the practice in the Tennessee 
rules of criminal procedure dealing with joinder and severance 
of criminal cases. In addition, in courts of record, multiple 
incidents shall be counted as a single case when the charges are 
of a related nature and it is the district attorney general's 
intention that all of the charges be handled in the same court 
proceeding pursuant to a single charging document. 

A civil case shall be defined as all motions, petitions, 
claims, counter claims, or proceedings between the parties 
resulting from the initial filing until the case is disposed. A 



docket number will be assigned to a civil case upon filing. Until 
said cases are disposed all subsequent motions, petitions, claims, 
counter claims, or proceedings between the parties resulting 
from the initial filing will be handled under the assigned docket 
number and will not be assigned a new docket number. Once a 
civil case has been disposed and further actions occur on the 
case, the original case will be reopened using the same docket 
number under which it was originally filed. All subsequent 
motions, petitions, claims, counter claims, and proceedings 
relating to the reopened case will be handled under the one 
reopened case docket number until disposed. Any subsequent 
reopenings will still use the original docket number. 

This amendment shall take effect on January 1, 2014. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

PER CURIAM 
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